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HAND-BOOK FOR ALTAR SOCIETIES. 



CHAPTER I. 

(Smeral §iemarks. 

HE custom of adorning the altar 
is one of great antiquity, as is 
proved by the frequent reference 
made to it by early ecclesiastical 
writers ; and their commendation of those en- 
gaged in the pious work is sufficient evidence 
that they regarded it as a practice worthy of 
emulation. 

St. Jerome furnishes a good example of this 
in speaking of the zealous Nepotian, “ whose 
pious care,” he says, “ was such that he made 
flowers of many kinds, and the leaves of trees, 
and the branches of the vine contribute to the 
-beauty and ornament of the Church.” “ These 
things,” continues the Saint, “ were indeed but 
trifling in themselves, but a pious mind devoted 
to Christ is intent upon small things as well as 
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great, and neglects nothing that pertains even 
to the meanest office of the Church.” 

St. Augustine also relates in his touching 
account of the conversion of Martialis to Chris- 
tianity, shortly before death, “ that his son-in- 
law, after praying with much fervor at the foot 
of the altar, carried off from it some of the 
flowers placed there to convey them to the 
bedside of his dying relative.” 

The custom of decoration in the days of 
primitive Christianity was, however, but a con- 
tinuation of that practised by the Jews in the 
ornamentation of their tabernacle and altar, 
which, in obedience to the command given to 
Moses by God Himself, they beautified not 
only with cherubim and candlesticks and 
lamps of pure gold, rich cloths of service and 
embroidered hangings, but they brought also 
“ the fir-tree, and the pine-tree, and the box 
together to adorn My sanctuary,” 

The adornment of the altar, however, is only 
one branch of the high and holy work devolv- 
ing on those having the altar and sanctuary in 
charge. Many and varied are the duties ap- 
pertaining thereto, some of which are of a very 
practical nature, but, if discharged in the proper 
spirit, represent a sentiment as beautiful as that 
expressed in the weaving of garlands or the 
decking of shrines. 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




General Remarks . 



II 



In Catholic countries ladies of the highest 
rank * deem it an honor to fallowed to perform 
even the most menial service (if such it can be 
called) around the altar. In this country, on 
the contrary, there are some who seem to con- 
sider it degrading to do anything within the 
sanctuary save the ornamental work, leaving 
the really important part to be done by persons 
hired for the purpose. 

Now this is an idea entirely at variance with 
the spirit of Catholicity. The work of the altar 
should be a labor of love, “ without money and 
without price,” and no true lady need be 
ashamed to do the necessary sweeping, clean- 
ing, or dusting within the sanctuary. 

Another erroneous idea, and one which 
deters many persons from assisting in the work 
of the altar, is that it is a difficult undertak- 
ing, requiring much taste and skill on the part 
of those engaged in it. Let no one hold back 
on this account, as there is scarcely any one 
who has not sufficient taste, if properly culti- 
vated, and nothing better tends to develop it 
than a careful study of the rubrics relating to 
the care of the altar and surroundings. In fact, 



* Princess Isabella, the daughter of the Emperor of Brazil, 
is said to spend much time each week in sweeping and 
cleaning the church, considering it a privilege to thus em- 
ploy herself. 
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they leave very little scope for the exercising 
of individual taste , providing as they do for the 
smallest detail connected with Divine worship, 
investing it with a beautiful symbolism which 
is often utterly lost, however, through the neg- 
lect or indifference of those having the altar in 
charge. 

To illustrate the truth of this the following 
incident of recent occurrence is given. 

In a church where there is a large and flour- 
ishing society of the Perpetual Lamp, the ob- 
ject of which is to keep a taper continually 
burning before the altar of the Sacred Heart, 
the pastor was one Sunday expatiating on the 
beauties and benefits of this devotion, and urg- 
ing such of the congregation as did not already 
belong to the society to be enrolled without de- 
lay. The attention of his hearers was naturally 
attracted to the altar in question, when, behold ! 
the lamp was indeed there, but the “ perpetual 
light” had gone out, owing to the “ foolish 
virgins” having forgotten to trim it ; and not 
only that, but the sanctuary lamp was likewise 
in eclipse. 

Too much importance cannot be attached to 
the strict observance of the rubric which en- 
joins that “ everything be done decently and in 
order.” Therefore care should be taken that 
all preparations are made in due season and 
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according to the prescribed law, employing no 
substitutes in the sanctuary for specified furni- 
ture, and allowing nothing unsightly (however 
convenient) a place therein. 

The care of the altar is a religious duty 
necessarily tending to excite devotion and rev- 
erence in the heart of the worker, whose natural 
impulse it should be to perform her labors in a 
quiet, recollected manner befitting the sacred 
character of the offices she is privileged to dis- 
charge. In fact, it is the silent worker who ac- 
complishes the most, providing all things need- 
ful beforehand, so that there may be no lack of 
requisite articles, or confusion occasioned by 
tardy preparations, to mar the solemnity of any 
service or function. 

“ Cleanliness is the handmaid of beauty” — a 
maxim that members of altar societies should 
put into daily practice by seeing that the sanc- 
tuary is at all times exquisitely neat and clean. 

WHERE AND HOW TO BUY CHURCH GOODS. 

Have a catalogue of church goods always at 
hand, and look it carefully over before ordering 
anything in that line, and in doing so bear in 
mind that the best is always the cheapest in 
goods of this kind, as in dry-goods. Cheap 
goods are often a necessity, but they are un- 
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profitable, serving only in emergencies, and 
having to be replaced in a short time. There- 
fore, where it is possible, only the very best 
should be purchased ; and if that is out of the 
question, at least a medium quality should be 
selected, but never the poorest , except in ex- 
treme cases, and then with the expectation of 
getting something better at the earliest oppor- 
tunity. 

Where a society intends buying a large bill 
of goods, it is an excellent idea to send one or 
more members of good judgment direct to the 
manufactory or place where such goods are 
sold. Very often a personal inspection will re- 
sult in getting some articles, if not all, of a bet- 
ter quality than had been intended. 

If this is not practicable, however, it is per- 
fectly safe to send an order to some reliable 
firm, resting assured that it will be filled in a 
satisfactory manner. 

Dealers will also, if desired, send photo- 
graphs of complete sets of vestments of which 
only parts are shown in the catalogue, so there 
will be no difficulty in making a selection, and 
no chance for disappointment afterwards. 

But whether a purchase be large or small, 
consisting of ah entire outfit of vestments and 
altar furniture, or of only a few yards of silk, 
lace , gold fringe , braid , emblems , or other trim- 
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tnings, it is recommended that societies pro- 
cure them at a house dealing only in church 
goods , as it is almost impossible to get them of 
suitable quality and design elsewhere. 

Parties make a great mistake in supposing — 
as they sometimes do — that they can have 
many of these articles made cheaper at home. 
This is proved by the experience of a clergy- 
man who, from motives of economy, employed 
a man skilled in ornamental wood-work to make 
him a baptismal-font of black walnut, he (the 
clergyman) drawing the design for it. When 
finished it was a very handsome piece of work- 
manship ; but what was his chagrin to discover 
that the font had cost fifteen dollars more than 
he would have paid for a much finer one at a 
place where such goods are manufactured ex- 
pressly for the use of the Church ! 

Many similar examples might be cited show- 
ing the advantage of ascertaining the cost of 
the various articles used in the church service 
from a dealer therein, before purchasing else- 
where, or, like the good Father referred to 
above, having them made at additional expense 
and trouble. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Jf nxnxinn anir (Ornaments Itmasarj fax 
% ^Itar anir Smtutaarg. 

Cf )t altar. 

LINING OF THE TABERNACLE. 

HE rubric requires that the taber- 
nacle be lined with white silk or 
satin. 

This lining may be smoothly put 
on, and fastened at the top and bottom with 
small silver-headed tacks ; the whole interior, 
roof, sides, and floor, being entirely covered. 

If the tabernacle is of marble or stone, it 
should have an inner tabernacle * of wood, to 
avoid dampness and mould, and this, too, 
should be silk-lined. 

INNER VEIL OF THE TABERNACLE. 

A veil is likewise required to hang just in- 
side the tabernacle door. This veil should be 

* It might, perhaps, be more properly termed a lining of 
wood. 
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also of silk or satin, and invariably white , no 
other color being allowed at any time. 

It is generally open in the middle (although ^ 
it may be in one piece, if desired), and accord- 
ing to the taste and ingenuity of the maker 
can be more or less elaborate, having a border 
of gold embroidery on both edges, or simply 
dotted over with spangles or spears of gold 
wheat. The materials of which it is made, 
however, should be of the very best quality, 
and the embroidery on it exquisitely done, 
as nothing cheap or commonplace should be 
allowed in or around the tabernacle. 

A rich thread or blond lace might be put on 
the edge for a finish, though gold fringe is 
often used. 

The best method of putting the veil in place* 
is to attach it to a slender silver rod of the 
proper length, by means of silver rings or loops 
of silk cord, and fasten it firmly with small sil- 
ver staples over the tabernacle door (on the 
inside). Little knobs or screws on each end of 
the rod will prevent it slipping from side to 
side. 



* In the same manner that curtains are hung — the inner 
veil of the tabernacle being in fact a curtain. 

9 
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THE DOOR OF THE TABERNACLE. 

The door of the tabernacle — if of wood — 
must also be lined with white silk or satin, 
which may be neatly pasted on around the 
edges or fastened on with silver-headed tacks, 
though the former is the better way. An ap- 
propriate emblem, or the letters I. H. S., can 
be embroidered in the centre of the lining. 

CANDLESTICKS. 

Although the rubric requires a different num- 
ber of candlesticks (as also of candles) for dif- 
ferent occasions, there is still a certain number 
seen on every altar — whatever the service — 
that may be properly regarded as stationary 
furniture. 

These are the six large candlesticks (usually 
of varnished brass) which are placed on the top 
step of the altar, three on each side of the 
tabernacle, and which are from fifteen to fifty 
inches high, in proportion to the size of the 
altar.* 

* In ordering candlesticks (or in fact any ornaments or 
furniture for the altar or sanctuary, unless one is quite cer- 
tain of what is wanted), it is a good idea to state the dimen- 
sions and style of architecture of the altar for which they are 
intended, and the dealer will probably know just what is 
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While six candlesticks will answer require- 
ments as far as this particular kind is concerned, 
yet very few altars are considered properly fur- 
nished without twelve, and in many cases 
eighteen, in three different sizes. 

Of course everything like overcrowding 
should be avoided, but at least two rows of 
these tall candlesticks are necessary on the 
majority of altars to preserve a symmetrical 
effect — one row being apt to give a top-heavy 
appearance, especially when set in a straight 
line. * 

As the candles in these candlesticks are only 
lighted at High Mass and Vespers (generally 
speaking), it is customary to have two or four 
— as the case may require — smaller candlesticks 
on the bottom step for Low Masses and other 
functions. 

Besides these, from two to five pairs of can- 
delabra will be necessary for the adornment of 
the altar on Sundays and festivals, and they 
also should be of various sizes and styles, yet 
in harmony with the other ornaments thereon. 



suitable. Mention particularly the width of the steps on 
which the candlesticks are to be placed, as it is important to 
have them the right size in that respect, for if too large they 
are always in danger of slipping off. 

*To be strictly rubrical they should graduate upward to 
the cross. 
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Quite a number of smaller candle-holders, 
either metal or china, will be wanted for spe- 
cial occasions when the altar is to be illumi- 
nated. 

Several pairs of silver candlesticks (plain or 
branched) will be required to complete the as- 
sortment, together with six or eight large 
requiem candlesticks for placing around the 
catafalque at funerals and requiem Masses, and 
six of a smaller size for the altar on like occa- 
sions. 

ACOLYTE CANDLESTICKS, TORCHES, AND 
LANTERNS. 

A pair of large candlesticks and six torches 
. must be provided for the acolytes; and in 
churches where processions on Corpus Christi 
and such festivals take place in the open air, 
six processional lanterns are almost indispen- 
sable, as the least breath of wind extinguishes 
the ordinary torch, thereby rendering it unfit 
for carrying out of doors. 

PASCHAL CANDLESTICK. 

The Paschal candlestick, as its name indi- 
cates, is used for the purpose of holding the 
Paschal or Easter candle. As only one such 
candlestick is required, it should be as hand- 
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some as possible, and in keeping with the 
other ornaments used during this solemn fes- 
tival-time. 

There are several styles of this candlestick to 
be found, the most appropriate being white, 
ornamented with gold. Something quite new 
in this line is a candlestick of zinc, painted 
and beautifully decorated to correspond with 
the Paschal candle, which is now generally dec- 
orated. A richly-gilded candlestick, however, 
will answer very well for the purpose. 

TENEBR^E CANDLESTICK. 

One tenebrae or triangular candlestick for 
Holy Week, as also a reed for the triple candle 
carried on Holy Saturday. 

THE SANCTUARY LAMP. 

In former times it was customary to have 
three or five lamps burning before the altar of 
the Blessed Sacrament, but at the present day 
one suffices. 

It is suspended from the ceiling at such an 
elevation as to shed its rays directly on the 
tabernacle. 

BRACKET-LAMPS. 

These lamps are much used in the sanctuary 
nowadays, affording the light so much needed 
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during evening service, when the altar is only 
partially illuminated. Four or six of them 
would answer for an ordinary-sized sanctuary. 

CRUCIFIX AND PROCESSIONAL CROSS. - 

According to the ceremonial of bishops, the 
crucifix in the middle of the altar (on the tab- 
ernacle) should be similar in material and de- 
sign to the candlesticks between which it is 
placed. In compliance with this law it is usu- 
ally made to correspond with them in all their 
various styles, and should be selected with due 
regard to this important fact. 

The processional cross can likewise be had 
to match the crucifix. 

MISSAL-STANDS. 

Rubricians designate a cushion as the proper 
resting-place for the missal when on the altar, 
but custom and convenience sanction the use of 
a book-stand instead. 

Several new and elegant styles of missal- 
stands have been lately introduced, which like 
many church ornaments of the present day 
surpass in beauty and workmanship anything 
in that line heretofore seen. Among those 
especially worthy of mention are revolving 
stands, stands on wheels, brass and gilt stands 
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richly set with stones, and black-walnut stands 
of Gothic form, either plain or handsomely 
carved. 

For every-day use, however, the ordinary 
black-walnut stand retains favor as being the 
most serviceable. 

In churches where there are side-altars seve- 
ral smaller missal-stands must be provided, as 
also missals of a corresponding size. 

ABLUTION-CUP. 

An ablution-cup of metal or glass in which 
the priest may purify his fingers must be always 
on the altar. It should be kept about half full 
of water. 

ALTAR* CARDS. 

One set of handsome altar-cards, nicely 
framed, will answer for Sundays, together with 
a set of plainer ones for week-day services. 

If there be side-altars, one or two additional 
sets of smaller-sized cards must be furnished 
for them, and another set mounted on paste- 
board will be found useful in churches where 
the xlergymen attend stations or missions in 
outlying districts. 

CRUETS. 

It will be necessary to have several sets of 
cruets suitable for different occasions. The 
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great convenience resulting from the use of 
glass ones, the transparency of which enables 
the celebrant to readily distinguish the water 
from the wine, has caused them to receive the 
preference over all others. 

Silver cruets, however, or those of cut glass 
with silver or gold plate and mountings, are 
rather more appropriate on handsomely-fur- 
nished altars. 



RELIQUARIES. 

Churches fortunate in the possession of sa- 
cred relics should have them properly encased 
in reliquaries, of which very handsome designs 
are now seen. In Rome there are usually four 
on the altar, two on each side, placed between 
the candlesticks. 



STATUARY. 

No altar is really complete in its appoint- 
ments without a statue of an adoring angel on 
the pedestal at each side of the tabernacle. 
These angels, however, need not be stationary, 
but can be removed on occasions when other 
statuary might be more appropriate. 



^ THABOR, OR EXPOSITION. 

Altars that have not an upper tabernacle, or 
I throne of exposition, should have a Thabor on 
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which the Blessed Sacrament can be elevated 
at Benediction or during the Forty Hours' 
Adoration. 

The Thabor is something quite new and very 
ornamental, supplying a long-felt want for some- 
thing of the kind on which the monstrance can 
be raised to a proper height. 

ARTIFICIAL FLOWERS AND PLANTS. 

Flowers and plants are an important feature 
in the decoration of the altar, and as far as 
possible only natural ones should be used, as 
it is not for their beauty alone that they are 
thus employed, but because their fragrance is 
deemed a fitting incense breathed out before 
the tabernacle of the Holy of Holies. 

As it is difficult to obtain them at certain 
seasons (that is, in some localities), it is well to 
be provided with a supply of artificial flowers, 
plants, and vines, which, as far as appearances 
are concerned, will serve very acceptably in 
their stead. In fact, they have now attained 
such a state of perfection that it is hard to dis- 
tinguish between them and natural ones. 

Some of these artificial flowers are tastefully 
arranged in bouquets, set in handsome vases ; 
while others are in the form of plants, having 
the appearance of actually growing in the orna- 
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mental pots in which they are placed. A strik- 
ing contrast to the stiff and ungainly imitations 
of nature that adorned (?) our altars in the 
past. 

An altar should have from three to six pairs 
of bouquets, and the same number of plants (of 
various kinds). These, if necessary, may be 
mixed or interspersed with natural flowers and 
used to good advantage in decorations on fes- 
tival-days. 



VASES AND FLOWER-POTS 
Of gold, silver, brass, china, and porcelain — 
both plain and ornamental — are used on altars, 
though taste would suggest that nothing in- 
congruous or out of harmony with the pre- 
scribed altar ornaments be placed thereon. 

It is preferable to have a smaller number of 
vases that are at once beautiful and appropriate 
to the place, than to have a great many of a 
cheap and tawdry kind. Besides, tall, slender 
glasses are in much favor for holding cluster- 
bouquets, which, together with the baskets so 
generally used for flowers nowadays, render an 
array of vases unnecessary. 

EWER AND BASIN. 

It is necessary to have a small ewer and basin 
of silver, britannia, or glass, though they are 
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V_ ^ 

rarely used, save when the bishop or some such 
dignitary officiates, the cruet-stand ordinarily 
answering the purpose of the washing of hands 
at the lavabo. 

CHIMES AND GONGS. 

Brass, silver, and nickel-plated chimes and 
gongs are now manufactured expressly for the 
use of the Church. A set of chimes produce 
a very sweet harmony, but gongs are better 
adapted for a large edifice, being more dis- 
tinctly heard at a distance from the altar. A 
small hand-bell will also be wanted, together 
with several clappers for Holy Week services. 



Sanctuary. 

CARPETING. 

In selecting a carpet for the sanctuary two 
things are to be considered, durability and 
color, as it is important it should be of a qual- 
ity that will stand the constant wear to which 
it will be subjected, and of colors that will not 
fade. 

A cheney pattern with a rich border is rec- 
ommended as being both handsome and eco- 
nomical. It can be cut to fit around the altar- 
steps more easily and with better effect than a 
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larger-figured carpet could be, and has, more- 
over, the advantage of harmonizing with the 
many-hued vestments worn in the sanctuary, 
which is a great point in its favor. Another 
style of carpet that looks very well is one hav- 
ing a fine running vine in bright colors on a 
ground of neutral tint. 

English body Brussels or Axminster is gen- 
erally used, and should always be double-lined, 
but three-ply ingrain * will be found very ser- 
viceable, especially in small sanctuaries. 

Where the flooring and steps in the sanctu- 
ary are of inlaid wood — as is sometimes the 
case — a rich rug for the platform (predella) of 
the altar will be required, together with strips 
of stair-carpeting, corresponding with it in color 
and design, for the steps in front of the altar 
and at each side. These strips should be se- 
curely fastened down to avoid accidents. 

SANCTUARY SEATS. 

I Regarding seats in the sanctuary, the rubric 
| says : 

“ There should be no chairs in the sanctuary 
except that of the bishop or some very distin- 

* Many clergymen of acknowledged taste in such matters 
declare three-ply ingrain preferable to any other kind of 
carpeting for the sanctuary. 
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guished personage. Priests, even canons, and 
others belonging to the clergy should sit on 
benches. These should be neatly made with 
high backs, especially when attached to the 
walls. The bench for the celebrant should be 
near the Epistle side, and should be sufficiently 
large to accommodate the celebrant, deacon, 
and subdeacon. 

“ It may be richly ornamented with carved 
work, but should never look like a throne. . . . 

‘‘This bench should be about seven feet long 
and covered with baize — green for ordinary 
occasions, and purple when the vestments are 
purple. When they are’ black, however, it 
should be uncovered .” 

In many churches in this country, the cele- 
brant’s seat (or as it is called in the rubric, the 
bench of the sacred ministers) is in accordance 
with the above rule regarding form, but is sel- 
dom seen with the covering prescribed, being 
generally upholstered in leather, cloth, or plush, 
sometimes brown and oftentimes red — a strik- 
ing disregard of a rule which is more easily ob- 
served than violated, since the baize covering 
referred to is certainly much less expensive 
than the rich upholstery displayed in many 
sanctuaries. 

An ordinary high-backed chair will answer 
for the celebrant's seat, and two smaller ones 
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of a similar style for that of the deacon and 
subdeacon, where it is impossible to get a suit- 
able “ bench” made. 

These chairs, however, should have coverings 
of the required colors and material. 

Benches or stalls are also to be provided for 
other clergy, and for the acolytes. 

In our churches it is customary ta have, in- 
stead of benches, a few reserved chairs for visit- 
ing clergymen, and small camp-chairs for the 
acolytes and sanctuary-boys, the preference 
being given to chairs of the latter kind, on ac- 
count of the great convenience of folding them 
up and putting them aside on occasions when 
more space is wanted in the sanctuary. 

Altar Societies are not expected to provide 
the chairs (nor many other articles used in the 
sanctuary), but they are here enumerated, as it 
may sometimes be necessary to see that they 
are procured and put into place. 

THE CREDENCE. 

The credence is the table on which the nec- 
essary articles for the sacred functions are 
placed. It should be four and a half feet long, 
three feet wide (if the size of the sanctuary 
will admit), and three feet high. If stationary, 
it should correspond in general style with the 
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rest of the sanctuary furniture ; but if not, it 
can be made of any light wood and painted 
white. 

The appropriate place for the credence is on 
the Epistle side of the sanctuary, and — if there ; 

be sufficient room — against the side-wall, as the ; 
rubric positively forbids its resting against the j 
altar. I 




For any of the services at which the credence 
is used it is required to be covered with white 
linen, which must hang to the floor on every 
side. It is not allowable to decorate it in any 
manner with flowers, vines, crosses, or other 
emblems. 



It should be covered only when in use. 

Small stands are frequently substituted for 
the credence in sanctuaries where economy of 
space is a necessity, and they also should have 
a covering of white linen. 



THE AMBRY. 




/ 



The ambry, or tabernacle for holding the 
holy oils, is generally fastened to the wall of 
the sanctuary on the Gospel side, although it 
is sometimes hung in the sacristy. 

Ambries can be found to correspond with \ ' 
the architecture of different altars, Roman, \ 
Gothic, etc. — a fact which in purchasing should j 
not be forgotten. j 
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PRIE-DIEU. 

Two or more kneeling desks will be required 
in proportion to the number of clergymen con- 
nected with the church. Those of black wal- 
nut upholstered with green silk plush are ap- 
propriate for the sanctuary;* while for common 
use in the sacristy those of oak or some such 
wood are more suitable. A prie-dieu and con- 
fessional combined is still better for the latter 
place. 



LECTERNS. 

At least three lecterns will be necessary in a 
church where Holy Week ceremonies are cele- 
brated, and it will not be amiss to have a few 
additional ones in case they are wanted. 

All articles or furniture of wood used in the 
sanctuary should be uniform in color. 

BALDACHIN. 

Among the many new and beautiful articles 
intended for use and ornament in and around 
the sanctuary is the baldachin — a portable 
shrine or niche for statuary. 

It is made of various kinds of wood, hand- 



*The prie-dieu properly belongs in the sacristy, though 
there are occasions when it is used in the sanctuary. 
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somely carved, and can be had either white, 
colored , or richly gilded, and of a design to ac- 
cord with other sanctuary furniture. 

When stationary it is fastened to the wall, j 
but can be carried in procession if desired. J 

PISCINA. 

This is a receptacle on the Epistle side of the ^ 
sanctuary, with a pipe attached for carrying off \ 
the water in which the priest washes the chalice 
linens, the remains of the baptismal water, 
etc It generally has a shelf in the top for 
holding the cruets of water and wine. 

The piscina should never be used except for 
the purpose intended , nor should other kinds of 
water be poured into it. j 

3 J 
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CHAPTER III. 

Ifrtun g #n anir ^rcuntr tfy* ^Itar. 

m. 

CCORDING to the rubric, every altar 
on which the Holy Sacrifice is of- 
fered up must have three linen cov- 
erings besides the crismale * or wax- 
cloth that is fastened over the altar-stone. 

The first two cloths entirely cover the table 
of the altar, while the third and upper one must 
be large enough to cover them , and hang down 
on both sides so as to nearly touch the floor, 
unless the altar is in the form of a sarcophagus, 
in which case it is sufficient if it covers the 
altar surface all around. 

These three coverings are symbolical of the 
Blessed Trinity, and are also used in commem- 
oration of the linen cloths in which the body 
of our Divine Saviour was wrapped when He 
was laid in the sepulchre, while the wax-cloth 
typifies the seal that was set on the stone placed 

* This cloth should never be disturbed, as its purpose is 
to secure or preserve the consecrated oils that have been 
solemnly placed in the altar by the bishoo. 
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at the door. The altar-stone itself represents 
Calvary. 

The altar-cloths should be of fine but heavy 
linen, cut so as to fit around the tabernacle, and 
neatly hemmed. The front edge and ends, 
being straight, can have a hem an inch and a 
half wide, but the back, which is uneven, will 
admit of a very narrow one only. 

As a general thing they are perfectly plain, 
but there is no objection to the upper one 
being embroidered or trimmed with lace. On 
the contrary, it is often seen in religious houses, 
as well as in some churches, ornamented with 
exquisite needlework. 

It can also have five crosses, worked with 
white, one in the centre and one in each corner. 

Buttonholes may be made, crosswise, in the 
hem on the front edge of the second cloth, to 
which the lace ruffle can be attached by means 
of buttons about eight or ten inches apart. 

After the altar-cloths are thus prepared they 
must be blessed by a bishop or some one au- 
thorized by him. 

egalitf Hinenfl. 

CORPORAL. 

* 

The corporal should be made of fine linen, 
about twenty inches square, with a hem half an 
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inch wide around it, and edged with thread 
lace an inch and a half wide, or thereabouts. 

It is folded four times, thus dividing it into 
nine squares, and in the centre of the middle 
square, on the fore part, a small red cross must 
be worked. 

The corporal is spread on the altar under the 
chalice at Mass, and is also placed under the 
monstrance at Benediction, besides serving to 
hold the consecrated particles ; it derives its 
name from the body of our Lord thus resting 
on it. 

The rules regarding this sacred cloth are so 
strict that no laic is allowed to handle it after 
use , and it must therefore be washed when 
necessary, by a priest or clerk in Holy Orders. 
After it has been carefully washed by him in 
three zvaters the society can have it done up 
with the other linens. 

Once having been used at Mass, the corporal 
is kept in the burse. A special one should be 
kept with the bread for the Blessed Sacrament 
whereon to set the monstrance. 

PURIFICATOR. 

The purificator is also of linen, and is eighteen 
inches long and twelve wide, having a hem half 
an inch wide all around, and a cross in the 
middle. 
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It need not be blessed, although it may; but 
after use it cannot be handled by lay persons 
until it has been first washed by a cleric. 

It is seldom trimmed with lace, for the reason 
that the lace is liable to catch on the ornaments 
of the chalice when the celebrant is wiping it, 
for which purpose the purificator is used. 

PALL. 

The pall is five inches square, and is usually 
made of two pieces of linen sewed together on 
three sides (like a burse), the fourth or opening 
one being hemmed. Into this a piece of card 
board is slipped to hold it stiff and firm. Some- 
times, however, it is made of four thicknesses 
of linen starched very stiff, so as to dispense 
with the card-board ; but the former is the bet- 
ter way of making it. 

The pall should likewise have a small cross 
in the centre, and may be edged with narrow 
lace. In many convents and religious houses 
the chalice linens are made of linen cambric 
ornamented with costly lace, and in some cases 
have a border of hemstitching; but such are 
rather suitable for private chapels than for 
churches, where something more serviceable is 
needed. 

It is well to have one or two handsomely- 
trimmed sets of these linens for extra occasions, 
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such as the visits of the bishop or other dis> 
tinguished prelates, and for great feasts. 

COMMUNION-CLOTH. 

Two feet is sufficiently wide for the com 
munion-cloth, which must be of heavy linen. 

The length of course depends on the size of 
the altar-railing for which it is intended, and 
to which it can be attached by means of hooks 
fastened on the railing, a foot or so apart, with 
loops of linen tape to correspond on the cloth ; 
or buttonholes, if preferred, will do instead. 

In some churches there is a wire running 
round the railing to which the cloth is looped, 
and when not in use it is drawn aside in folds. 
This saves the trouble of putting it off and on, 
but must necessarily expose it to greater wear. 

Still another and very good way is to have 
small brass or ivory knobs (such as are used in 
hanging pictures) screwed on the rails, and the 
cloth caught on them with loops of narrow 
tape. 

The communion-cloth can be made in two 
or four sections, according to the size of the 
railing, and have a hem two inches wide on the 
lower edge, with one somewhat narrower on 
the upper edge, and a still narrower one on the 
sides. 
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LAVABO TOWEL. 

The towel on which the priest wipes his 
fingers during Mass should be of linen, about 
thirty-six inches long and twenty-seven wide. 
It can be plain with the ends fringed, or be 
trimmed with lace. 

CREDENCE-COVERING. 

A very good arrangement in regard to cover- 
ing the credence is to have a piece of white 
linen fitted to the top of the table, and a hem 
around it sufficiently wide to make a firm edge, 
on which buttons may be sewed about five 
inches apart. Then take a strip of linen wide 
enough to hang from the top of the table to 
the floor, and long enough to reach all around 
the table and lap over a little. On the lower 
edge (or bottom) of this strip put a hem an 
inch and a half wide, and a very narrow one on 
the upper edge, in which should be buttonholes 
to match the buttons on the top piece, to which 
it can be fastened. This will cover the table 
nicely, and can be quickly put on. An ad- 
ditional piece of linen will be required to com- 
plete it. This must be just the size of the 
table-top, and have a ruffle of lace around it 
which will hang over the edge. A few pins 
will hold it in place. 



Digitized by v^»ooQle 




40 



Linens Used On and 



Two or three of these covers will be neces- 
sary, together with one or two smaller and 
plainer ones (i.e., without lace) to be used on 
jood Friday and Holy Saturday, when, accord- 
ing to the rubric, the cover must hang only a 
little over the edge of the table. 

It is also well to have several covers of a 
suitable size for smaller tables or stands for 
week-day services. These may be edged with 
lace. 

ALTAR-RUFFLES. 

Altar-ruffles are not specified in the rubrics, 
but custom has rendered them almost indis- 
pensable, Good Friday being the only day on 
which they are excluded. 

There are a great many kinds of ruffles ap- 
propriate for different occasions, varying in size 
from six to twenty-six inches in depth. 

Every altar should be provided with at least 
two ruffles of thread lace for festivals. These 
should be of equal beauty, but quite different 
in style, as too much sameness in such things 
takes from the effect of altar-decorations, a 
diversity at times being pleasing to the eye. 

Something comparatively new in ruffles is 
one of tulle embroidered with gold. In 
churches and convents in Europe it is no un- 
common thing to see rare old laces glistening 
with gold, but until recently we have contented 
ourselves with imitations ingeniously devised 
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by sticking on lace a design cut from gilt 
paper. Now, however, we have the real gold- 
lace ruffles, which impart a richness to the altar 
and are in keeping with the ornaments thereon. 

For ordinary Sundays and holydays several 
ruffles of a plainer sort will be needed ; but they 
should not be of a poor quality , as cheap, coarse 
lace ought never to be put on the altar. Some- 
thing quite simple will do for every-day use. 
In fact, the ladies of a society, if so disposed, 
could easily make a ruffle that would answer 
the purpose very well, by getting a plain Brus- 
sels lace, cutting it in strips of the required 
length, which could be neatly joined by over- 
casting the selvage edges together, and then 
darning a pretty design in it with linen floss, 
finishing it with a scallop on the edge. This 
will make a very niGe ruffle at a trifling cost. 

The ruffles on the side altars generally cor* 
respond with those on the high altar, though it 
is not important that they should. 

Altar-ruffles are gathered, with a slight ful- 
ness, on a band of linen tape, on which buttons 
are sewed to match the buttonholes on the 
altar-cloths, to which they must be fastened. 

Suitable lace for ruffles may be obtained 
where vestments are sold. Much of it is manu- 
factured expressly for church purposes, having 
religious subjects and designs interwoven 
through it. . 
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CHAPTER IV, 

©eatmmte. 




“ SET of vestments” consists of five 
pieces — the chasuble, stole, mani- 
ple, burse, and veil of the chalice; 
while a complete set for High Mass 



includes a dalmatic, stole, and maniple for the 



deacon, and a dalmatic * and maniple for the 



subdeacon. 



A complete High Mass set of purple vest- 
ments has, besides the dalmatics, two additional 
chasubles and a large stole. 

These extra chasubles are worn in Advent 



and Lent, and are termed folded chasubles . 

The chasuble belonging to a complete set 
should not be worn at Low Masses, as it will 
soon grow shabby and look badly beside the 
dalmatics when worn at High Masses. 

The vestments should be of rich materials : 



* Formerly the dalmatic worn by the subdeacon was some- 
what shorter than that of the deacon, and was called a tunic; 
but it is now the same length as the dalmatic, and is better 
known by that name. 
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silk, satin, velvet, and cloth of gold, hand- 
somely or magnificently embroidered as occa- 
sion requires, with suitable trimmings and lined 
with silk, though muslin or cashmere can be used. 

The vestments are in the five_£celesiasticaL 
g olors, _red r w hjt e, green, purple, an^jbjack^ 
each co lor to be worn^according tothe sacred 
serv ice or f unction, 

Intermixing colors for the purpose of using 
one set of vestments for red, white, or green, 
instead of having a set of each color, is forbid- 
den. Cloth of gold , however, can be used in- 
stead of white f 

Although not included in a set of vestments, 
the alb, amice, and cincture properly belong to 
it, being equally important pieces in the ves- 
ture worn in the celebration of Mass. 

The other Vestments — cope, humeral veil, 
surplice (and stole for Benediction) are each 
separate and distinct pieces. 

* In connection with these are the ornaments 
so-called, viz., veil of the tabernacle (also known 
as the canopy), antipendium, burse, and chalice 
veil or cover ; the two last named being in- 
cluded in a set of vestments. 

They also are in the colors above mentioned, 
and should accord with the vestments in ma- 
terial and trimmings. 

* Canons are privileged to wear cloth of gold for white 
red, or green 
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MtutvlpUon of Vzviouu TJfottnrnto— ©oto 
1 f)e» are to fir JWatre, etc. 

VESTMENTS WORN AT MASS. 

The rubric requires that the alb be wholly 
of linen, the lace with which it is now orna- 
mented being introduced at a later period, and, 
though authorized by custom, is still a mere 
accessory, and should never be used as a sub- 
stitute for the linen, nor allowed to reach above 
the knees. 

Except for ordinary wear, this lace should be 
of a rich quality, as common cotton lace is unfit 
for the sanctuary. This is demonstrated by 
the fact that lace-making* owes in a great 

* All writers on the subject are unanimous in declaring 
this fact, one of them asserting that the “fine church lace 
of Spain was but little known to the commercial world of 
Europe until the dissolution of the Spanish monasteries (of 
which there were 8932) in 1830, when the most splendid 
specimens of nuns’ work came suddenly into the market; 
not only the heavy lace designated Spanish point , but 
pieces of the finest description, so exquisite as to have been 
the work only of those whose ‘ time was not money,’ and 
whose devotion to the Church rendered this work a labor of 
love. ” 

Indeed, so closely connected with religion is lace making, 
that in a side-chapel in St. Peter’s, Louvain, there is an altar- 
piece by Quentin Matsys, bearing the date 1495, which rep- 
resents a girl engaged in making lace, presumably for the 
altar. 
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measure the perfection it attained centuries 
ago to the Church, which was at once its in- 
spiration and munificent patron, the most ex- 
quisite specimens ever executed being made 
expressly for the service of the altar, and often 
from designs drawn by monks skilled with the 
pencil. 

Where ladies have the time to do so, they 
can make the linen bodies of albs, buying for 
the bottoms laces which come in patterns ex- 
pressly for the purpose. Where something 
handsome is desired Brussels lace is recom- 
mended (either for albs or surplices), though 
there are other kinds that are equally. suitable. 

Linen albs (without lace) are used in many 
churches in week day services and for requiem 
Masses. They should be made of heavy linen, 
and according to the following dimensions, 
varying in size to suit the wearer: Six feet 

long and about twelve feet in circumference 
(at the bottom) ; the sleeves twenty-seven 
inches in length and seventeen in width at the 
top, narrowing towards the wrist like any other 
sleeve. The back, from shoulder to shoulder, 
should measure nearly one yard, across the 
chest the same, while the skirt must be gored 
to give sufficient fulness, and have a hem on 
the bottom four inches in width. The neck 
should be gathered a little in the back> 
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and finished with a narrow band tied with linen 
tape. A hem an inch wide will answer down 
the front. It is important that albs or vest- 
ments of any kind should be well sewed and 
properly stayed. 

Some rubricians are greatly in favor of albs 
having a border of embroidery around the 
bottom and on the sleeves, claiming that it is 
“ far more in keeping with tradition and lit- 
urgy, besides being more artistic than any 
laces.” 

It would be a very easy matter to thus or- 
nament them, as the market is full of embroid- 
ered edgings suitable for the purpose, although 
a better way would be for ladies skilled in 
needlework to embroider the edge of the alb 
itself. 

The amice and cincture, like the alb, are of 
linen, the latter woven into a cord, while the 
former is a piece of fine cloth about thirty 
inches long and twenty wide. It is worn 
lengthwise on the shoulders, having’ strings of 
tape on the front corners with which to fasten 
it together. 

It should have a hem nearly an inch wide 
all around, with a small red cross worked in 
the middle, about six inches from the upper 
edge. 
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THE CHASUBLE. 

The chasuble is the outside vestment (hav- 
ing a cross on the back and a pillar in front) 
worn by the priest in celebrating Mass, and 
represents the purple garment in which our 
Divine Lord was clothed when the rabble, 
bowing before Him, saluted Him as King of the 
Jews. 

To make amends for the indignity then 
heaped on her persecuted Founder, the Church 
endeavors to have this vestment as beautiful 
and costly as possible, thus showing how the 
purple robe of scorn and derision has blossomed 
for us, all radiant with the flowers of paradise ; 
and it is only at certain seasons that she puts 
off her shining vesture and dons again the 
purple garment of penance and mortification. 

Liturgical writers tell us that “the large, 
flowing chasuble was used in the Church until 
the sixteenth century, but after that period a 
practice set in of clipping it, first at the shoul- 
ders and then down the sides, until it assumed 
its present shape, which, strange to say, was 
the work of private individuals rather than any 
wish or command on the part of the Church.” 

. A modified type of this chasuble is found in 
the Gothic style which is still occasionally seen. 

The stole (which is worn around the neck) 
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should be about six feet eight inches long and 
four and a half inches wide,* with fringe two 
and a half inches deep on the ends. It should 
have three crosses, one in each end and one in 
the middle. 

The maniple (worn on the left arm) is three 
feet four inches long. It is made similar to 
the stole, having in addition ribbons with 
which it can be fastened to the arm. 

The dalmatics, stole, and maniples of the 
deacon and subdeacon correspond in color and 
material with the vestments worn by the cele- 
brant, and are similarly ornamented. The 
dalmatics, however, differ considerably in shape 
from the chasuble, having square corners, wide, 
open sleeves, and are trimmed front and back 
with bands of embroidery. 

The stole and maniples are like those of the 
celebrant, with the exception that the deacon’s 
stole should have two cords and tassels. 

VESTMENTS WORN AT VESPERS, BENEDICTION, 
AND OTHER FUNCTIONS. 

The surplice, like the alb, should, according 
to rubricians, be also of linen, ornamented with 
narrow lace around the neck, sleeves, and bot- 
tom. 



* Four and a half inches wide across the ends, the mid- 
dle being not more than two inches wide, 
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Lace surplices, however, are very generally 
worn at the present day, at least in this 
country; while those of fine cambric and lawn, 
handsomely trimmed with needlework, are 
sometimes seen. The latter are more in ac- 
cordance with the rubric, but if made of linen 
cambric would be still more so. 

Another kind of surplice is made of illusion,* 
and can be carried in the pocket, which is a 
great convenience on many occasions. It is 
neatly trimmed with edging, having often sev- 
eral tucks above the hem. 

The dimensions of the surplice as given are : 
twenty-five inches long, including lace on edge, 
and eight feet eight inches in circumference; 
the sleeves seventeen inches long and thirty- 
two wide; the shoulder-pieces f (edged with 
lace), four and a quarter inches square. This 
is a surplice of medium size. The hem on the 
bottom and sleeves may be five or six inches 
in width, but if the edge be done in needle- 
work it will need no hem. The neck is gath- 



* A plain, serviceable lace, sometimes called “wash-illu- 
sion.” 

f Instead of having square pieces set in, the shoulders of 
surplices are now usually joined together with bands of in- 
sertion, the square shoulder-pieces being only seen in the 
surplices of the sanctuary boys. 
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ered into a narrow band, with strings of white 
ribbon for tying it together. 

The cope is the large vestment of semi- 
circular form that is worn by the officiating 
clergyman at Vespers, Benediction, funerals, 
and in blessing the palms, candles, holy-water, 
etc. For the latter function it is always of 
purple, for funerals black, for benediction white 
or gold, and for Vespers of a color correspond- 
ing to the chapter. 

The cope is usually of rich cloth, magnifi- 
cently embroidered in silver and gold, the 
fronts and cape being often of solid needle- 
work, while the edge is finished with gold or 
silver fringe.* 

The humeral, or Benediction, veil, is the 
long scarf which the priest wears on his shoul- 
ders at Benediction, or when carrying the 
Blessed Sacrament in procession. 

It is of silk, moire-antique, or cloth of gold, 
with embroidered centre and ends, the latter 
gold-fringed. It is also bordered around with 
gold or silver galloon. - 

Preaching-stoles are considerably larger than 
those belonging to a set of vestments, and are 

*In churches where they have cope-bearers, copes of 
a plainer description are required for them, having the cope 
simply trimmed with braid and the front bands outlined 
with two rows of the same, 
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more elaborately made, being ornamented with 
embroidery in gold or colored silks, and some- 
times a combination of both, with rich trim 
mings of gold, — cord, tassels, fringe, galloon, 
etc. They are usually of white or gold cloth, 
though colored stoles are also used. 

Benediction-stoles* are always of white, and 
similar to the preaching-stole. They are worn 
by the priests when exposing the Blessed Sac- 
rament. 

Confession-stoles f should be as large as the 
stole belonging to the Mass vestments, and of 
silk, — purple on one side and white on the 
other, — thus serving for baptisms as well. 
They are quite plainly made, having only a 
cross in the ends and middle of gold, silver, or 
silk galloon, with a border of the same all 
around, and fringe on the ends to match, to- 
gether with cords and tassels or ribbons for 
fastenings. 

For funeral services a black stole is used 

* Sometimes the priest wears a preaching stole or one 
belonging to a set of white vestments, but it is proper to 
have a special stole for each occasion. 

f A rubricist, speaking of such stoles, says: “ Confession- 
stoles ought to be as large as, or at least not much smaller 
than, the stole used at Mass. The same must be said of 
others, except the stole for sick-calls. But those ‘ minia- 
ture * stoles to be found sometimes, for confession or bap- 
tism, arc an abomination,” 
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which can be of silk or velvet more or less or- 
namented. 

A PLEA FOR MORE AND BETTER VESTMENTS. 

It is to be regretted that in many churches 
otherwise well ordered there is a lamentable 
deficiency in the matter of vestments and acces- 
sories, thus rendering it impossible to carry out 
the ceremonial properly. 

The blame generally rests with the members 
of the Altar Society, whose duty as well as privi- 
lege it is to see that a sufficient supply of vest- 
ments be provided to properly equip the req- 
uisite number of clergy for the different ser- 
vices and functions. 

There are churches, again, where the supply is 
ample but the quality very poor, the greater part 
being of cheap, coarse material, including also 
many vestments so soiled and shabby as to be 
totally unfit for a place in the sanctuary. 

In the Old Law, only the most precious fab- 
rics — cloth of blue, of scarlet, of purple, and of 
fine linen interwoven with pure gold — were 
employed in the construction of vestments 
worn by the priests in the temple. These 
“ holy garments ” were commanded to be made 
u {or glory and for beauty,” and to be orna- 
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merited with embroidery interspersed with 
golden bells, and have also settings of precious 
stones — emeralds, diamonds, amethyst, topaz, 
onyx, sapphire, jasper, etc. 

As the New Dispensation is not less exact- 
ing in regard to its holy garments, should we 
not be zealous in our efforts to equal if not sur- 
pass the Jews in the 44 glory and beauty ” of 
our altars and vestments, especially as we are 
favored with facilities for having all these 
things on a scale of magnificence* such as the 
44 chosen people ” never so much as dreamed 
of? 

It is because too little attention has been 
given to the appropriateness of these things 
which, trifling as they may appear to the unini- 
tiated, play an important part in the sacred 
functions, that there is such a poor and inade- 
quate supply of vestments in many of our 
churches. 

Where members of a society have leisure to 
do so, it is a delightful thing to employ it in 
making vestments, hangings for the sanctuary, 
etc. We are told that ages ago royal and 
noble ladies plied their needles for the adorn- 

# It is not an unusual thing to see vestments nowadays 
having on them scenes from our Saviour’s life beautifully 
worked in gold and silver embroidery, some of which are 
perfect marvels of workmanship. 
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ment of the altar, and that the great St. Dun- 
stan himself did not disdain to design patterns 
to be executed by their hands.* 

It would hardly be fair, however, to expect 
the ladies to make all of the vestments used in 
the various services. Nor would there be any 
economy in their so doing, as the embroidery 
in relief, with which many of the vestments 
are ornamented, could not be done except by an 
expert in that kind of needlework (bullion em- 
broidery), and amateurs who have tried the ex- 
periment of imitating it declare that a vestment 
beautifully worked can be purchased for a trifle 
more than the cost of the bullion with which 
to do it.f 

Silk embroidery, on the contrary, can be very 
nicely done by many persons, although vest- 
ments of the better class are seldom decorated 
with it alone, gold flowers and emblems being 
interspersed through it to impart richness. 



* When the monasteries and convents of England were 
suppressed at the time of the so-called Reformation, and 
the nuns could no longer employ themselves in embroider 
ing vestments for the Church, it is recorded that “ the 
ladies of the great Roman Catholic families came to the 
rescue, ,, among them the widow of the ill-fated EaVl of 
Arundel, “ who, with her gentlewomen, was ever busied in 
work ordained for the service of the Church.” 
f An inexperienced hand necessarily wastes considerable 
bullion, which, being very expensive, soon “counts up.” 
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These can be had to set on in certain places, as, 
for instance, a dove in gold and silver raised 
work, for a Benediction veil, or gold wheat or 
grapes, for a stole worked in colored silks, with 
spaces left for these ornaments. 

Or, where ladies cannot do the decorative 
part and yet would like to have a share in the 
work, theyxCan procure all kinds of vestments 
embroidered but not made up y to finish which 
would perhaps be as much as they would care 
to undertake. They can also find crosses for 
chasubles , bands for dalmatics , and capes and 
bands for copes, in every style of workmanship, 
all ready for putting on, together with the 
necessary trimmings and material for the 
foundation of such vestments. Put together 
in this way, they may, in a manner, be consid- 
ered home-made. 

There are, moreover, many other things 
equally necessary, on which to expend time 
and ingenuity, such as the linens, hangings, etc. 

CARE OF VESTMENTS. 

A very important thing in connection with 
the vestments is to see that they are properly 
cared for when provided. 

Once a week all the vestments and laces in 
every-day use should be looked over, and any 
necessary mending done, buttons sewed on, and 
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strings, tapes, etc., renewed. Laces, especially 
if a thread be broken, will soon be beyond 
repair if not attended to at once. A small 
break can be easily drawn together ; but where 
there is a large hole, the net might be matched 
and a piece neatly set in, the ragged edges 
being cut away. In mending laces, fine embroi- 
dery-cotton will be found better than thread. 

Vestments do not admit of much repairing 
beyond putting new galloon on the edges when 
they begin to look frayed. They are apt to 
become soiled, however, particularly around 
the neck, and may be wiped with a cloth 
moistened with a little household ammonia 
and water ; but if badly greased they must be 
cleaned with benzine — sparingly used. 

Vestments, when not in use, should be care- 
fully put away, each set by itself in a drawer, 
on which is a label designating the color. 
The vestments ornamented with raised embroi- 
dery in gold or silver should have pads put in 
between the work, to prevent it becoming 
flrttened or otherwise injured. These pads 
may be made of white cotton-flannel with a 
layer or two of batting between. Copes should 
not be folded up, but put on frames ; albs and 
surplices hung up in wardrobes, stoles put into 
drawers, and the altar linens and laces likewise 
put into drawers (each in its own) labelled 
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“ altar-cloths/ 1 “ communion-cloths,” etc.; black 
hangings and draperies in a drawer by them- 
selves, and colored ones the same. All vest- 
ments, whether on frames or in drawers, should 
have a covering over them. 

Sbomt <£el rtiratrt Vzutmtntu. 

Among the treasures of ecclesiastical art pre- 
served with great care in churches, museums, 
and religious houses in the Old World, is a 
chasuble, which may now be seen in the Castle 
of Carrouges, France, where it was taken for 
safe-keeping from a chapel belonging to the 
castle, before the Revolution. It differs little 
in shape from chasubles of the present day, and, 
though regarded as a great treasure, is not at all 
superior to them in material or workmanship, 
being, in fact, very like those seen in many of 
our sanctuaries on almost any Sunday. 

“ It is made of green brocaded silk, upon 
which, placed at right angles, are flowers beau- 
tifully worked in gold, and blue and white silk 
bordered with red. The cross, of red silk with 
silver fleurs-de-lis, is much faded by time. 
Ribands of blue and violet velvet, upon which is 
written, in Gothic characters, the motto 4 Dieu 
et mon droit/ are arranged so as to form six 
rings along the upright part of the cross. 
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Between each of these rings are two crowns, 
one royal, the other episcopal, placed side by 
side ; and between them may be observed a large 
L, sometimes joined to another letter which 
is too indistinct to be deciphered. These orna- 
ments are richly embroidered in gold. In the 
centre of each ring is a sun resplendent with 
gold and silver. It is in strong relief on blue 
and violet ground, disposed in such a manner as 
to alternate constantly with the blue and violet 
of the velvet ribands. 

“ On the transverse piece of the cross are sim- 
ilar crowns and L’s ; and below, placed between 
the flowers of which we have spoken before, are 
two shields, gules, stm/ of Jleurs de-lis argent. 

“ The front of the chasuble is precisely the 
same as the back, except that the L’s and the 
crowns are placed horizontally/’ 

There have been many conjectures as to the 
origin of this curious vestment, which bears the 
motto belonging to the royal arms of England, 
“ Dieu et mon droit,” as well as the shield 
charged with fleurs-de-lis , which would lead one 
to suppose that it belonged to France. It is 
thought by some to have been presented by 
Louis XI. to the chapel of Carrouges when fa* 
visited it in the year 1473. 
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COPE AND MANIPLE OF ST. CUTHBERT. 

The rarest specimens of opus angelicamen* 
extant are the cope and the maniple of St. 
Cuthbert, “ which were removed from his coffin 
some years ago, in the Cathedral of Durham, 
and are now preserved in the Chapter Library 
of that city ; the beauty of the embroidery on 
which baffles all description. One side of the 
maniple is of gold lace stitched on, worked, 
apparently, on a parchment pattern/* 

A magnificent mitre is also spoken of, 
which is preserved in the Museum of Rheims, 
It belonged to the Cardinal of Lorraine, and is 
said to have been worn by him at the Council 
of Trent. 

“In 1669, the value of the mitre was estimated 
at 45,000 livres, a sum equal to ^2500. The 
stones were mounted on silver cloth covered 
with gold filigree, the highest point of the front 
of the mitre being formed by a figure of St. 
Michael the Archangel destroying the dragon 
This was originally ornamented'with seventeen 
small diamonds valued at sixty crowns. A fine 
turquoise and two rubies, immediately under 
the image of the saint, were estimated at 400 
livres. On the frontal band the title of Jesus, 
in Gothic letters, was formed of diamonds. 

* English 4 cut or open-work, ” done in gold. 
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“ Two emeralds engraved, one with an 
image of the Virgin and the other with an 
image of the angel Gabriel, were also in the 
frontal band, which was, besides, decorated 
with rubies. 

“ Pearls, emeralds, and rubies formed the 
edging of the mitre, and exquisite filigree- 
work was jewelled here and there with pre- 
cious stones. 

“ The centre-band of the mitre was peculiarly 
rich in jewels, and the pendants were formed of 
cloth of gold.” 

A RARE ALB. 

In the cathedral of Granada there is an alb 
of rare lace, presented to the church by Ferdi- 
nand and Isabella, — one of the few relics of 
ecclesiastical grandeur* still to be found in that 
country. 

And, coming down to our own times, we read 
of a lace dress, the most costly work ever exe- 
cuted at Alen^on, which was exhibited at the 
Exposition of 1859, anc * was purchased by the 
Emperor of France for the Empress, who after- 
wards presented it to the Pope as a trimming 
for his rochet. 



* Cardinal Wiseman, who had worn this alb, estimated its 
value at 10,000 crowns. 
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VESTMENTS IN TAPESTRY-WORK. 

The writer was recently shown a very curious 
and beautiful set of vestments brought from 
Belgium twenty-five years ago. They were 
worked on canvas, in tapestry stitch, with col- 
ored worsteds and flosses, the design being 
clusters of roses and leaves richly and artisti- 
cally shaded. 

The stole, maniple, and chalice-cover were of 
solid work, but the sides of the chasuble were of 
white brocaded silk, the cross and pillar only 
being embroidered. The set was lined through- 
out with red silk and trimmed with gold 
galloon. , 

Though they had been in constant wear all 
these years, the colors were as fresh and un- 
faded and the work as good as when first 
executed. There is one objection to such 
vestments, however ; they are very heavy and 
warm. 



ANTEPENDIUMS. 

Regarding the antependium, an authority in 
such matters says, “ The common opinion of 
rubricists nowadays is, that where the altar is 
in forma sarcophagi (i.e., where the mensa* is 

* The table of the altar. 
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not projected beyond the altar front), and where 
the front is nicely worked in carving or sculp- 
ture (emblematic), no antependium is to be 
used for solemn functions; rather during the 
week, or on ordinary Sundays or services, such 
an ornamented front should be covered with a 
plain antependium/’ 

As there are but few altars (comparatively 
speaking) in this country in the form of a san- 
cophagus, it will be seen that the various 
antependiums called for by the rubric will be 
required in most cases. Where the exception 
occurs, however, due attention should be paid 
to the instruction given above. 

The antependium must correspond with the 
vestments in color and richness, and therefore 
a full set is necessary in order to have a suit- 
able one for each occasion. 

Those of white silk, satin, or cloth of gold, 
embroidered more or less elaborately with 
silver and gold, are appropriate for the more 
solemn festivals, such as Christmas and Easter ; 
while something of a plainer description, in the 
same color (white or gold), will answer for 
ordinary feasts, and for Sundays on which 
white is used. 

Next in importance is a purple antependium 
for penitential seasons. This is usually of 
silk damask or velveteen with gold or silver 
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emblem, and trimmed with galloon fringe to 
match. 

A black one,* similarly trimmed, will be 
required for requiem Masses and funerals. It 
is forbidden to have on it, any emblem of death, 
such as skull or cross-bones. 

Antependiums of red and of green can be of 
velveteen or silk, handsomely ornamented with 
silver and gold. In fact, all of the colored 
antependiums may be made and trimmed alike, 
together with such of the white ones as are 
for ordinary days. 

Antependiums should be stretched on a 
frame having hooks or springs at each end, by 
which it can be fastened to the altar. 

In St. Peter’s Church (Rome) they are 
stationary on the altar and arranged in this 
manner: the antependiums, in five colors, 
are each affixed to a separate frame of very 
light wood, all the frames being set in grooves 
— made for them — in front of the altar, and just 
back of a broad frame of richly moulded brass 
which is securely fastened to the altar. This 
makes a handsome border for the antependiums, 
any one of which can be brought forward 

* It is not proper to put a black antependium on the altar 
of the Blessed Sacrament at any time. Therefore such an 
antependium can only be used in churches having another 
altar at which requiem or funeral services take place. 
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by drawing it out of its groove and putting it 
in front, while the one taken there’from can be 
assigned a place in the rear, very much after 
the manner in which scenery is shifted in a 
theatre. 

Each antependium has a curtain of soft cloth 
to protect it from contact with the one in front 
of it. 

Members of Altar Societies might easily make 
some of the antependiums — that is, the plainer 
ones, which require but little trimming beyond 
a row of fringe (about a finger deep, running 
straight across the front eight or ten inches 
from the top), a few bars of galloon, and an 
appropriate centre-piece (though the latter 
is not important on those for every-day 
use). 

Where economy is an object, merino can be 
used for the** black and purple antependiums, 
instead of silk or velveteen, but it would re- 
quire an extra heavy lining. 

In addition to those enumerated above, it is 
suggested to have a white antependium, and 
also one of purple — not on frames — which can 
be used on certain occasions to hang over 
another antependium when the color has to be 
changed during the service. For instance, a 
red antependium is on the altar (that being the 
color of the office) ; over this, the white one 
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spoken of can be quickly hung, where Benedic- 
tion of the Blessed Sacrament follows. 

ANTEPENDIUMS FOR SIDE ALTARS. 

Although specified in the ceremonial of 
Bishops, many of our side altars are seen with- 
out an antependium. This should not be the 
case regarding the altars at which Mass is cele- 
brated, though it is not necessary they should 
have a full set of antependiums as for the high 
altar; one of white or of gold and one of 
purple being sufficient for each altar. 

It is allowable to have an antependium of 
blue (or of white, embroidered with blue and 
gold) on the altar of the Blessed Virgin. It 
should have a suitable emblem, or a monogram 
in the centre. 

One method of making an ordinary antepen- 
dium is to first stretch tightly over a frame of 
the required size the cambric or cloth which 
is to serve as a lining, fastening it on with 
small tacks at the back. Then cut the material 
of which the antependium is to be made into 
breadths running lengthwise, which should be 
joined together in such a way that the seams 
will not pucker (if of merino, they would re- 
quire pressing, though for small antependi- 
ums one breadth of this goods would perhaps 
5 
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answer). Sew on the trimming according to 
the design wished for, and when finished draw 
the antependium smoothly over the lining 
already on the frame, fastening it securely by 
sewing it to the edges of the lining, or by tack- 
ing it to the back of the frame. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Qtct ss0ri.es. 

Canopies. 

E canopy is one of the most im- 
portant articles of church para- 
phernalia, without which it is im- 
possible to have an imposing pro- 
cession. 

There are two kinds of canopy required by 
the rubric, — the square and the round, the lat- 
ter called umbrellino, from being umbrella- 
shaped. 

The most elegant canopy made is of white 
moire-antique, superbly embroidered in real 
gold, after designs drawn expressly for ecclesi- 
astical needlework, showing symbolic fruits and 
flowers, with emblematic figures expressive of 
religious sentiment — a continuation of the sa 
cred imagery on vestments, which forms, as ii 
were, a panorama in art embroidery of the 
principal events connected with Christianity. 

Another style of canopy equally magnificent 
is of gold cloth, also elaborately embroidered 
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with silver and gold, and, like the one above 
described, richly mounted and trimmed. 

These, of course, are designed for the more 
solemn festivals; while there are others less 
costly, but still very handsome, for ordinary oc- 
casions. Noteworthy among them is one of 
white silk interwoven with gold, on which 
flowers and emblems are embroidered in brill- 
iant colors. 

Canopies of red silk, interwoven with silver 
and gold, are sometimes carried in processions 
on such days as they are appropriate. They 
make a pleasing variety ; but where only the 
required two can be had, they should be of 
white or gold. 

The umbrellino* is smaller and more simply 
made than the canopy proper, although it is 
usually ornamented with gold figures and em- 
blems, and heavily fringed with gold. It is 
only used to hold over the priest as he de- 
scends from the altar carrying the Blessed Sac- 
rament, to take his place under the square or 
processional canopy. The umbrellino must be 
always of white. 

Like all church goods of the kind, canopies 
can be procured ready-made, or, if desired, par- 
tially made, but in such a shape as to be easily 

* - 

* In Catholic countries the umbrellino is also used in 
carrying the Blessed Sacrament to the sick and dying. 
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finished and put together, with all necessary 
trimmings, viz., lining, fringes, tassels, poles, 
and knobs. 

CANOPY OR VEIL OF THE TABERNACLE. 

This canopy* is used in connection with the 
antependium, with which it should correspond 
as far as color and material are concerned. 

It is made in such a manner as to cover the 
entire tabernacle, leaving an opening in front 
so that it can be drawn back on each side in 
order that the door may be opened when nec- 
essary. 

Sometimes the canopy is constructed on a 
frame, thus fitting smoothly over the taberna- 
cle. Again, it is gathered full at the top, and 
allowed to hang in folds all around. 

It can be either embroidered in gold, or only 
moderately trimmed with gold or silver galloon 
and fringe. 

The rubric does not require a canopy on a 
tabernacle of marble or stone. 

VEIL OF EXPOSITION. 

% The veil of exposition should be of rich white 
material, or of cloth of gold, handsomely em- 

* A black canopy is never allowed on a tabernacle where 
the Blessed Sacrament is reserved. 
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broidered in gold and trimmed with fringe and 
tassels of gold. 

It is hung like a banneret, on a standard, and 
is used during sermons to screen from view the 
Adorable Sacrament, when exposed on the 
altar, as it is contrary to the rubric for a con- 
gregation to sit down in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament unless it is veiled, even to 
listen to a pious discourse. 

To make such a veil a piece of silk about two 
feet long and a foot and a half wide would be 
required, together with sufficient gold braid 
(an inch and a half wide) to border it around, 
and heavy bullion fringe for the bottom, 
which is cut in three deep points or scal- 
lops. 

An appropriate emblem in gold can be placed 
in the centre of the veil instead of embroidery. 
The veil should be lined with white silk. 

The standard may be of gilt or black walnut, 
with cross and balancing-beam to match. 

CIBORIUM-COVERS 

are of the same material and color as the above 
veil, and are likewise ornamented with gold 
embroidery. Some are simply made of a strip 
of silk seamed up and gathered at the top, 
leaving an opening for the cross, which sur- 
mounts theciborium, to slip through, while the 
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bottom is edged with fringe. Others are in a 
circular form, with the opening in front, and 
others again are in quarters, button-hole- 
stitched around with twist, inside of which is 
sometimes a narrow vine worked in silk or 
gold. 

VEILS AND DIADEMS FOR STATUARY. 

The custom of having the statue of Our 
Lady veiled, which has of late years somewhat 
fallen into disuse, is again revived, and the 
most beautiful veiling for that purpose is now 
offered by dealers in church goods. 

It comes in patterns of different lengths, and 
is of tulle, embroidered with gold of a superior 
quality that will not tarnish or become dis- 
colored with age. It is of various degrees of 
richness appropriate to the statue for which it 
is intended. 

Veils of either plain or figured lace are used 
for ordinary wear, but should be of delicate 
texture, yet strong enough to bear doing up. 

Plain lace having a pattern darned in with 
linen floss would do nicely for every-day use. 

Coarse, heavy lace, such as Nottingham, 
antique, etc., should not be used for veiling. 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




72 



Accessories 



DIADEMS. 

Diadems (on statuary) are also coming into 
favor again, and elegant designs, resplendent 
with sparkling jewels, are shown. 

They properly belong with veils, which they 
serve to hold in place, thus being useful as 
well as ornamental. 

LECTERN HANGINGS 

are six feet long, and just wide enough to 
entirely cover the book-rest. They are some- 
times of rich material, and trimmed across 
both ends with gold braid and fringe ; but for 
Holy Week (when three are required) they can 
be made of merino (purple), and have simply a 
hem an inch and a half wide all around. 

They should be of colors appropriate to dif- 
ferent occasions. Black hangings, however, 
will not be needed, as lecterns are uncovered 
on Good Friday and at requiem Masses and 
funerals. 



COVERS FOR MISSAL-STANDS. 

These covers are usually of velvet or heavy 
brocaded silk, and of colors to correspond with 
the vestments. They should be large enough 
to hang four or five inches over the stand, and 
should be trimmed with gold braid and fringe. 
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having also tassels at the corners. A centre- 
piece may be added, and the cover lined with 
silk or cambric. 

The missal may be covered to match the 
stand-cover, but will need no trimming unless 
it be a cross of gold braid on the upper side. 
If at no other time, it would be proper that 
the missal should have a covering of black or 
purple on occasions when the vestments are of 
those colors — especially when the binding is of 
a bright color. 

PULPIT HANGINGS 

should be of rich material, and made according 
to the style of the pulpit on which they are to 
be placed. They are usually of velvet, plush, 
or satin;damask, in the form of an upholstered 
cushion, having drapery edged with heavy silk 
fringe and ornamented with tassels, though 
sometimes they are simply hangings of silk, or 
merino, trimmed with gold braid and fringe. 
In this case they should be about three quar- 
ters of a yard wide, and long enough to extend 
all around the pulpit.* They may hang straight 
down, or be festooned. Both styles are seen. 
Pulpit hangings are generally dark red, except 
for funerals, when -they are black. 

* Where the pulpit stands in the body of the church, es- 
pecially in German churches, such hangings are often seen. 
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ALTAR-COVERS. 

An outside covering is necessary for the 
altar, between the services. This, rubricians 
say, should be of green cloth or baize, bordered 
with narrow fringe, and sufficiently large to 
cover the table and hang over a little all 
around. 

Altar-covers, are, however, to be found now- 
adays in various colors, handsomely embroid- 
ered or plainly trimmed, to suit purchasers; 
but societies, if disposed, can make their own, in 
which case it is well to follow the above rule 
regarding them. 

Felt cloth is an excellent substitute for baize; 
but cheap goods, such as calico or cambric, are 
unfit for the purpose. 

PYX-CASE. 

The pyx in which the communion for the 
sick is carried should have always a covering of 
white silk richly trimmed. This can be made 
similar to a burse, but without cardboard, 
having, in addition, a lapel to fold over the 
opening; or it may be shaped like a lady’s bag, 
with a handle or cord of white silk which the 
priest can put around his neck for safe-keeping. 
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COVERING FOR THE BENCH OF THE SACRED 
MINISTER. 

This covering should be four and a half yards 
long, and the width of the material of which it 
is made — said material being baize (or other 
woollen cloth), green on ordinary occasions, 
and purple for specified times. 

FUNERAL PALL. 

For funerals and requiem Masses a pall is ab- 
solutely necessary. Like all other church 
paraphernalia, it may be procured ready-made, 
of black velvet, merino, or damask, trimmed 
with silver galloon and bordered with heavy 
fringe of the same. 

Ladies wishing to do so can easily make a 
pall themselves, but they will not find it any 
particular saving, unless they make it very 
plain — say of merino — simply trimmed with 
silver braid, and lined with cambric. 

The pall should be about nine feet long and 
six in width. 



MISSIONARY CASE. 

Every church having outlying “ missions/’ 
or “ stations,” needs a missionary case which 
the priest can take with him on his ministra- 
tions. 
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This case when open forms an altar suffi- 
ciently large on which to celebrate the sacred 
mysteries. 

When closed it is a handsome mahogany box 
eighteen inches long, fourteen wide, and about 
seven in depth, containing everything neces- 
sary for saying Mass, viz., a linen and a lace 
alb, cincture, and amice ; linen altar-cloths, 
with chalice linens and towels; a set of silk 
vestments — chasuble, stole, maniple, veil of 
the chalice, and burse, red on one side and 
white on the other ; a chalice, silver cup, and 
paten, solid silver pyx and oil-stock ; one set of 
cruets, with plates ; a silver-plated bell, one wine- 
flask and bread-box ; a brass crucifix, and pair 
of bracket candlesticks, together with a missal 
and altar- cards. 

It is the most complete thing of the kind to 
be found, and can be conveniently carried about, 
occupying but little space, and being easily 
packed and unpacked. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Outfits iox atth Sanduarg §0gs. 




N many churches it devolves on the 
members of the Altar Society to 
see that the acolytes are provided 
with suitable outfits for the sanctu- 



ary, and therefore a little information on the 
subject will not be out of place here. 

Where the church ceremonial is fully carried 
out, two acolytes and six torch-bearers are re- 
quired to assist at the principal services (High 
Mass and Vespers). There is no law prescrib- 
ing how they shall be dressed, but the Chris- 
tian Brothers have established a rule regarding 
the color and style of the garments to be worn 
by sanctuary boys, which has been generally 
adopted in the larger cities. 

The acolytes and torch-bearers are attired in 
white merino cassocks with red sashes, white 
lace or muslin surplices, and shoulder-capes of 
gold cloth trimmed with gold fringe, having 
also stars of gold in the front and back. 

Then there must be two servers, and a mas- 
ter of ceremonies. These are larger boys than 
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the acolytes (especially the master of ceremo- 
nies) and wear cassocks of purple merino, white 
surplices, and purple satin shoulder-capes with 
gold trimmings, that of the master of ceremo- 
.nies having in addition the letter M done in 
gold on the back. 

Next come six little boys in white cassocks 
with blue sashes, white surplices, and blue satin 
capes; while bringing up the rear are the 
sanctuary boys, in red cassocks and white sur- 
plices. 

The surplices are fastened at the neck with 
bows of ribbon matching the cassocks in color. 

All the boys wear white cotton gloves and 
usually black leather slippers with white stock- 
ings. 

Generally the parents of the sanctuary boys 
prefer to furnish these outfits, as in that case 
each boy can keep his own when his term of 
office shall have expired as a memento of the 
time when he was privileged to serve at the 
altar. 

The ladies of the Society, however, would 
probably have to attend to these outfits being 
properly made, except in places where there 
are Christian Brothers to superintend such 
matters. 

Heavy, all-wool merino is considered the 
best material for cassocks, three yards and a 



w 
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half being required for the larger size and 
something less for the smaller. From half to 
three-quarters of a yard of satin for the capes, 
with gold braid and other necessary trimmings, 
and the same for the gold cloth capes, together 
with a lining of silk or silesia for all. 

Three yards and a half to five yards of lace, 
muslin, or lawn is necessary for a surplice, ac- 
cording to the size of the boy for whom intend- 
ed. These surplices are usually of the same 
shape as those worn by the priests (see page 48), 
but are always of plain (not figured) material, 
having a hem a finger deep around the bottom 
and sleeves, above which are five or six tucks, 
each half an inch deep. A pretty lace, about 
half an inch wide, on the edge and around the 
neck, gives a nice finish. The square shoulder- 
pieces should also be edged with the same lace. 
Winged surplices without sleeves are occasion- 
ally seen in some sanctuaries, but they are 
never worn in Rome. 

The sashes may be of ribbon five or six 
inches wide. 

Barretas are seldom worn, but when they 
are they should correspond with the color of 
the cassocks. 

“ The Sanctuary Boys' Illustrated Manual," 
by Rev. James A. McCallen, S.S., contains the 
necessary instruction for such boys. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



U0to %ltux $fcuns S^0ulir ht §0tu 




HE members of some Altar Societies 
consider it a privilege to be allowed 
to do up with their own hands the 
linens and laces used in connection 



with the altar, and where such a feeling pre- 
vails they are sure to be done well. 

A very good system, for ladies so disposed, 
is to take turns in doing them, each one 
taking entire charge of all the linens for a 
week or month, as the case may be, and reno- 
vating such as are soiled during that time. 

When it is not convenient to assume this 



responsibility, the next best thing is to secure 
the services of a competent and conscientious 
woman, who can understand and appreciate 
the necessity of church linens being differ- 
ently treated from ordinary linens, and the 
importance of washing them separately, as 
it would be a mark of great disrespect to 
put them in with the soiled linens of . her 
customers. 
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As there are few sundresses* who would 
care to take charge of the altar linens subject 
to such restrictions, the propriety of their 
being done by the Society will be apparent to 
all. 

In doing up linens and laces, due attention 
must be given that they are neither too blue 
nor too yellow, and that they are not starched 
too stiffly. 

Nothing is more painful to the eye than the 
sight of the priests and acolytes in surplices 
that are fairly bristling with stiffness, whereas 
they should fall in soft-folds around them. 

The lace and muslin surplices require only 
enough starch to give them a slight dressing, 
so that they will not hang limp ; but the altar- 
ruffles should not be starched at all \ especially 
where they are of real lace. If carefully washed 
and ironed while damp they will be found stiff 
enough for beauty. Altar-ruffles in every-day 
use require doing up about once a month, 
while those used only on festivals need not be 
done more than once a year — say at Christmas, 
or Easter. 

Ruffles, albs, or veils (for statuary) of rich 
lace will last for years without being washed, 

* Occasionally a woman may be found who is willing to 
do the church washing only, in which case it woirfd be safe 
to intrust it to her. 

$ 
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and when necessary should be done by an ex- 
perienced hand. 

When albs require washing, the lace bottom 
should be ripped off, folded up, and put into 
a drawer until the linen body is done up, when 
it can be again sewed on, which, it may be here 
remarked, is the only reliable way of fastening 
the lace to the body. Hooks and buttons have 
both been tried and found unreliable, being 
apt to come undone ; of the two, buttons, how- 
ever, serving the better purpose. It is seldom 
that the bottom of the alb needs renovating, 
the body being more liable to become soiled ; 
but even when both parts require washing they 
cannot be done very well together, but must 
be separated and each done alone, the result 
being more satisfactory. 

The communion-cloth may be slightly 
starched, ironed, and rolled up, which leaves it 
smooth and free from creases; or another way 
is to iron it in folds about six inches wide, so 
that when taken from the rails it can be laid in 
the same folds and put away in a drawer, 
where it will not get rumpled. The altar- 
cloths can be treated in the same way. 

While it would be very disrespectful to put 
soiled linen on the altar or allow it to be used 
in the sanctuary, it is also the duty of a Society 
to exercise a certain amount of care and econ- 
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omy in regard to unnecessary expenditure* in 
the renovating and cleansing of it, and, in fact, 
in everything else that involves a useless out- 
lay of money ; which money, as a general thing, 
is the contribution of the poor, who feel an 
honest pride in giving to the altar, and whose 
generosity deserves at least the reward of see- 
ing it wisely and prudently expended. 

By saving in such matters societies will be 
enabled to procure vestments and articles of 
furniture for the altar that will be both hand- 
some and lasting. 

How often linens should be changed de- 
pends entirely on how much they are used ; 
although the following rules, laid down by a 
rubrician regarding them, will apply to the 
generality of cases : 

“The upper cloth of each altar should be 
changed once a month, and the under ones 
four times a year. 

“ The corporals should be changed after three 
weeks’ use, and the albs, amices, cinctures, and 
towels when necessary, according to the num 
ber of clergy. 

“ The purificators (of which each priest 



# The laundry bills of some societies are perfectly enor- 
mous, and, being of constant recurrence, often exceed, at 
the yearly summing-up, all other expenditures for the altar* 
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should use his own) may be changed every 
eight days. 

“The surplices in general use should be 
changed when requisite, the towels of the sac- 
risfy every week, the communion-cloth in daily 
use every fortnight, the larger ones every two 
months. 

“ On the greater solemnities, all the linen 
should be perfectly clean/* 

Albs and surplices, having been washed, are 
to be plaited, or at least neatly folded. 

Purifiqators and corporals after use cannot 
be touched by lay persons, but must be washed 
by a priest or clerk in Holy Orders, first in 
hot water, and then in two other waters, after 
which they can pass into the hands of laics to 
be done up. The corporal should be well 
starched and folded in the manner described 
on page 36. 

When perfectly dry the linens should be 
laid away in their own especial places ; and it is 
recommended to place with them dried roses, 
lavender, or other flowers of the kind, for the 
sake of fragrance and cleanliness as well as to 
keep insects away. 
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, CHAPTER VIII. 

f0r Cleaning i\t %\im anir Jfurni- 
tnre. 



VERY day the predella* of the altar 
at which Mass is celebrated should 
be swept, or at least lightly brushed. 
Once a week the sanctuary should 
be well swept and the furniture dusted. 

The altar and tabernacle require cleaning 
once a month. If of wood, they may be 
washed in tepid water, having in it a little 
spirits of ammonia, which will remove any 
spots that may be on the paint-work, and will 
prevent it from turning yellow (if it be white 
paint). 

If there be drippings on the altar from the 
candles, as is apt to be the case, these should 
not be scraped off with a knife, but rubbed 
quickly with a cloth wrung out of hot-water, 
and they will soon disappear, after which the 
altar may be wiped dry with a piece of flannel. 

Where the altar is of marble, it can be 



* Platform. 
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treated in the same manner, and if dim or 
discolored, powdered pumice-stone — if well 
rubbed on — will probably remove all stains. 
A small, stiff brush or a pointed stick will be 
found useful in cleaning the crevices and carv- 
ings, after which the altar may be polished 
with a soft cloth. 

Twice a year the altars should be stripped, 
the furniture removed from the sanctuary, and 
the place thoroughly cleaned and left to air 
until evening, or, if possible, over night, and 
once a year (at Easter) the carpet will require 
to be taken up and beaten. 

The brass and silver ornaments — candle- 
sticks, crosses, doors of tabernacles, etc. — in 
daily use should be rubbed every week with a 
piece of chamois-skin, and, when necessary, 
washed in soap and water. Ordinary whiting, 
mixed with water, will remove discolorations 
from metal. The same treatment will answer 
for plated ware. 

-Varnished or lacquered ware, when dimmed 
from the atmosphere, may be wiped with a 
moist cloth and rubbed dry with chamois-skin; 
and gilt woodwork when soiled may be washed 
in cold water (to which may be added a few 
drops of ammonia), and wiped dry with a piece 
of flannel. 

Censers, when stained or incrusted with 
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burnt incense, should be rubbed with sweet 
oil* and afterwards washed with a brush in 
hot soap and water, using also whiting if re- 
quired. Spirits of ammonia will be found ex- 
cellent for cleaning tarnished brass-ware, im- 
parting also a fine polish. It can be applied 
with a piece of flannel. A soft brush should 
be used in cleaning metal-ware having raised 
work or ornaments. 

The sanctuary and other lamps should be 
cleaned every two weeks, the glass bowls be- 
ing washed in warm water. 

The cruets should be rinsed out every day, 
and well washed at least once a month. If 
of metal they will require cleaning oftener. 

Articles of metal that are used but seldom 
need not be cleaned excepting before such 
festivals where they will be employed in the 
decorations. In the intervals, however, they 
should be kept in a dry place, each piece being 
done up separately in a cotton-flannel bag to 
prevent tarnishing. 

Polishing powders and liquids, f with which 
the market is now flooded, should not be used 



* Kerosene oil is said to be excellent for cleaning all kinds 
of brass-ware. 

f Liquids for gilding may perhaps be very good for some 
purposes, but should never be used on altar furniture in 
any manner. 
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for cleaning purposes unless known to be reli- 
able and harmless, as many of them are worth- 
less, serving only to corrode and destroy the 
metal. 

The furniture of the sanctuary — rosewood, 
black walnut, etc. — when requiring cleaning, 
can be rubbed with a piece of flannel on which 
may be poured a few drops of olive-oil, after 
which it can be polished with a piece of sheet- 
cork. 

This will not be necessary more than twice 
a year if the furniture is kept covered during 
the week and dusted every Saturday, and oc- 
casionally rubbed with a piece of flannel. 

When soiled by handling, wax or sperm can- 
dles may be cleaned by wiping them with a 
piece of flannel moistened with benzine. Ref- 
use scraps of wax and ends of candles should 
be saved and sent to the factory, where they 
are made over. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Cfre Samaties. 

H HE sacristies should be covered with 
heavy cocoanut matting, and pro- 
vided with suitable wardrobes, 
presses, and closets for holding the 
vestments and altar furniture. 

According to some rubricians, each press 
ought to have a platform in front of it, about 
four feet wide and six inches high, as the 
clergy when vesting should be raised a step 
from the floor.* 

Some of the presses should have shallow 
drawers, each capable of holding one set of 
vestments, spread out at full length ; but for the 
linens, laces, and hangings drawers of ordinary 
size will answer. 

It is considered well to have several drawers, 
lined with cedar, for certain articles, as a pre- 
caution against insects, while others might be 

* When the priest is robing for the altar he stands in 
front of a press on which his vestments are placed in read- 
mess. 
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lined with baize, and all in which the vest- 
ments are kept have a covering of cambric or 
silesia to protect them from the dust. 

For convenience, every drawer should be 
distinctly labelled. 

Several wire frames, such as clothiers use, 
will serve well in the wardrobes* on which to 
put copes ; or shoulder forms (only) hung from 
the ceiling of the wardrobe will answer the 
purpose just as well, without being so cumber- 
some as the standing frames. 

A small press, having little closets for the 
chalices, and drawers for the chalice linens, is 
sometimes placed on the top of a larger press. 
It is recommended to have small wooden pegs 
in these closets on which to hang the puri 
ficators to dry. 

This press also serves as a stand for the cru- 
cifix, or for the image of the patron saint of 
the church, which latter should be in every 
sacristy. 

A large cupboard with folding-doors is nec- 
essary for the candlesticks and candelabra, with 
shelves far enough apart to admit of the large 
ones occupying the lower section, and the 
smaller ones the upper, without coming in con- 

* Wardrobes for sacristies should be large and roomy 
They are generally made to order, as are also the presses 
2nd cupboards. 
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tact with the wood. A similar cupboard will 
be wanted for the vases, flower-pots, baskets, 
and artificial bouquets. 

A wardrobe sufficiently large to contain the 
robes of the sanctuary boys can be placed 
where most convenient in the sacristy, unless 
a separate room can be assigned them. Each 
boy should have a number marked over the 
peg (or section) his robes are to occupy in the 
wardrobe, with a corresponding one on his 
robes, to avoid confusion. 

A rack or holder for the acolytes' torches 
(an iron umbrella-stand is often used) may 
stand in an out-of-the-way corner. It should 
have a heavy covering to protect the torches 
from injury. 

One (or more) prie-dieu and confessional 
combined will be stationary in the priests’ sac- 
risty. Over it should be hung the table of 
prayers before and after Mass, either framed, 
or mounted on stiff cardboard glazed over. 

The Altar Society should have a sacristy to 
itself, where the ladies could make the nec- 
essary preparations without intruding on any- 
body, or being intruded on or interrupted in 
their labors. Here they should, as far as pos- 
sible, have everything they might want to use 
or over which they are expected to have su- 
pervision, so that they need not be obliged to 
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go into the other sacristy* especially when oc- 
cupied by the clergy. 

An indispensable thing in a sacristy is a 
small sink with water supply, and a table on 
which flowers can be arranged. 

There will also be needed a good supply of 
brooms, brushes, and feather dusters,* small 
watering-pots that will be handy for watering 
plants on the altars and shrines, light wooden 
pails for cleaning purposes, plenty of good 
cleaning cloths, both woollen and cotton, with 
soap, whiting, benzine, and ammonia to be 
used when necessary. Several tin wash-basinsf 
and dust-pans, and some chamois-skin and soft 
cloths for polishing, will finish the list of that 
class of articles which will require a large roomy 
closet to hold them all. 

In this closet may also be kept the censers, 
holy-water pots, chafing-pan and tongs. 

A step ladder that can be easily moved 
about will likewise be in constant demand, to- 
gether with two or three small hammers and a 
supply of nails and tacks. 



* Several of these dusters might have long handles, en- 
abling a person to dust the statuary and pictures that are 
beyond ordinary reach. 

f A number of good-sized towels will be required in both 
sacristies, and they should be marked , so as to be known 
apart 
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A work-basket containing a full assortment 
of thread and sewing silk of colors most likely 
to be needed, with tape, buttons, needles, scis- 
sors, and thimbles of different sizes, should be 
always at hand, as well as a pincushion well sup- 
plied with pins (one should also be *eft in the 
priests* sacristy). 

In connection with the sacristy should be a 
place in which the paschal and tenebrae candle- 
sticks, the rod for the triple candle, lecterns, 
(used only occasionally), and all such things 
could be put away for safe-keeping. 

The sacristies should be kept clean and tidy, 
no refuse of flowers or waste of any sort being 
allowed to accumulate, nor things scattered 
around in a disorderly manner. Articles of 
furniture or hangings belonging to the sane 
tuary should not be left lying loose, but put 
away in an orderly manner when not in use, 
both to preserve them and to prevent con- 
fusion. Once a year the matting might be 
taken up from the floor and everything cleaned 
and thoroughly renovated. 

DEPORTMENT IN THE SACRISTY. 

It will not be necessary to urge the impor- 
tance of a quiet, respectful deportment being 
maintained in the sacristy, as those in charge 
are generally too well informed on the subject 
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to need any instruction regarding it. There 
are, however, in every congregation a few 
idlers who are continually running in and out 
of the sacristy on the most trifling pretexts, 
slamming doors and laughing and talking 
loudly, regardless of the fact that they are in 
the anteroom of the Holy of Holies, distract- 
ing also those who may be in the church pre- 
paring for confession or endeavoring to say a 
prayer. 

For the benefit of such persons it is sug- 
gested that a piece of cardboard bearing the 
significant word “ Silence” be framed and 
hung up in a conspicuous place, as is done in 
some sacristies in Europe ; and when these 
droppers-in — forgetting they are on sacred 
ground — commence discussing irrelevant sub- 
jects, simply point to the motto , and perhaps 
that will sufficiently rebuke them. 

On the other hand, it is right to be courteous 
and civil to those having occasion to come into 
the sacristy, whether bringing donations of 
flowers or candles for the altar, or wishing to 
see the priest on business. If the latter, a 
little kindly attention in securing them an 
audience with him will oftentimes be a positive 
act of charity. 
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CHAPTER X. 

pggts SEsttr at i\t §iffmnt Shxbm*. 

specifying the number of lights 
(candles) required by the rubric for * 
different occasions, it should be dis- 
tinctly understood that each candle 
is expected to be in a separate candlestick , as it 
mentions explicitly candlesticks, not merely 
candles. It is, therefore, contrary ta the rubric 
to light two or more candles on the same can- 
delabrum,* instead of having each candle in its 
own individual candlestick (see remarks on can- 
dlesticks, page 18). 

These candles must be of pure white wax, 
with a few exceptions, which will be referred to 
further on. 

AT MASSES. 

For Low Mass, two candles, one on each side 
of the tabernacle. 

* Although each of the candles specified above must be 
in a separate candlestick, still at the more solemn functions 
it is allowable to have on the altar, in addition, candela- 
bra, or branch candlesticks, filled with sperm or paraffine 
candles. But they should be for ornament alone, and oc« 
CUpy a secondary place 
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For Low Mass of a public character, such as 
parochial (community) Masses on Sundays and 
holydays, four candles. 

For a sung Mass ( missa cantata) without 
deacon and subdeacon, at least four candles. 

For a High Mass ( missa solemnis ), six can- 
dles, although more are allowed. 

VESPERS AND OTHER PUBLIC DEVOTIONS. 

For solemn Vespers, six candles. 

For less solemn Vespers, four candles. 

For ordinary devotions, two candles. 

For Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, 
twelve candles. 

For the acolytes’ candlesticks, two candles, 
and for the torches, six or eight, according to 
the solemnity of the occasion. 

Four or six special candlesticks with candles 
of unbleached wax (placed around the cata- 
falque), for the absolution at requiem Masses. 

The rubric requiring candles to be of pure 
wax is very exacting, “ dispensation from its 
observance being rarely granted, and then only 
in extreme cases.” Sperm and paraffine can- 
dles are strictly prohibited by the Sacred Con- 
gregation of Rites;* and it is therefore the 
duty of those having the altar in charge to 
see that the law regarding them is not trans- 
* The use of gas-lights on the o\t&r is also strictly prohibited- 
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gressed, as it is fraught with a meaning which 
is clearly and intelligently explained by a ru- 
brician as follows : 

“ The only reason why the Church does not 
admit other than wax-candles is their symbol- 
ism. This, however, does not merely consist 
in that the wax typifies the humanity of Christ, 
and the light (flame) His divinity (for this 
might be indicated by any other candle) ; but 
the one reason is that there is no other material 
to indicate so appropriately the virginal gen- 
eration of Christ than the production of the 
bee’s fruit. Without being impregnated by 
the drone, she produces (i.e., brings forth) wax, 
and honey from the pure flowers. Thus no 
other material than beeswax is fit to symbol- 
ize the immaculate body of the Saviour brought 
forth by His Virgin Mother. 

“ A second symbolic reason indicated by the 
Sacred Congregation of Rites is that wax is 
rather a representative of the fruits of the earth 
(vegetable) than of animals. Christ, having by 
His own bloody sacrifice abolished other bloody 
sacrifices (of animals), and having instituted 
under the form of the vegetable order (bread 
and wine) an unbloody sacrifice, it is appropri- 
ate that the candles burnt in holy liturgy — 
being an offering to God — should -H * of wax. 
not ot tat (lard or stearine or paraffine).’ 

7 
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SPERM AND PARAFFINE CANDLES.* 

As will be seen, the rule regarding wax-can. 
dies refers to the number actually required in 
Divine services, such as Mass, Vespers, and 
Benediction ; and therefore sperm or paraffine 
candles can be used in addition to those of wax 
when a grpat many are necessary in illuminat- 
ing the altar. 

OLIVE-OIL FOR LAMPS. 

Pure olive-oil only must be burnt in the sanc- 
tuary lamp, but sperm-oil may be used in taper- 
lamps for shrines. Still, olive-oil is preferable, 
as it burns with a more steady light and is less 
liable to become extinguished, a point in its 
favor that will strongly recommend it to any 
one having the care of such lamps. It is quite 
inexpensive, too, costing only one dollar and a 
half per gallon. 

Another very important thing is a good re- 
liable taper for the lamps, one that will burn 
long enough to pay for the trouble of prepar- 
ing it. 

Thfe unalterable wax-tapers are considered 
the best in the market by those who have tried 
all kinds. 

.... . 1 — 

* Candles improve by being kept some months before 
using. 
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CHAPTER XI. 




to %xx zrtQt %ltex*. 

IN many of our churches the side 
altars are simply shrines , and do 
not therefore require the furniture 
necessary (or an altar on which the 
Holy Sacrifice is offered. 

They must be provided, however, with a 
sufficient number of candlesticks, both plain 
and ornamental, together with such other or- 
ments as are appropriate to the character of 
the shrine, having also each a covering of linen, 
a lace ruffle, and an antependium if desired. 

But where used as altars (even if but occa- 
sionally) each one must be furnished with the 
same number of candlesticks* as the high altar, 
together with three linen cloths, a lace ruffle, 
an antependium (corresponding with that of 



* The Ceremonial of Bishops says: “ At least two candle 
sticks with candles of pure wax;” but it is customary to have 
four or six, besides as many others as will contribute to the 
adornment of the altar. 
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the high altar), a small missal and stand, a set 
of small altar-cards, a consecrated stone, f a 
crucifix, and a bell. 

Side altars may be plainly or elaborately 
decorated, according to their size and general 
surroundings. If large and handsomely fin- 
ished they will of course admit of greater orna- 
mentation than those of smaller, simpler make, 
and may be furnished with rich candelabra, 
vases of gold, silver, china, etc., for holding 
flowers and plants, of which there should 
always be a choice supply. 

Where a side altar is the altar of the Blessed 
Sacrament (so called from the Blessed Sacra- 
ment being reserved there), as is sometimes the 
case in large churches, it “ must be adorned/* 
says the rubric, “ in a more costly manner than 
the others/' and, unlike them, should have a 
tabernacle before which a lamp is continually 
burning. 

Altars that are dedicated to the Sacred 
Heart, Our Blessed Lady, or some of the saints, 
and having a statue of the same thereon, 
ought to be decorated in an especial manner on 
such saints' feast or anniversary, and should at 



f A consecrated stone covered with linen is necessary in 
celebrating Mass on an altar which has not been cons* 
crated. 
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all times as far as possible symbolize the vir- 
tues for which they are venerated. This can 
be easily done by selecting for the adornment 
of each altar or shrine the flowers designated 
on page 192 as typical of the various saints in 
the calendar. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Porto % &Itar anir |)r*pr« tjj* 

fUwssarg ^rlixlts for Pass, ©tsprs, 
Pmiriction, tit. 

HIGH MASS ON SUNDAYS AND HOLYDAYS. 

HE sanctuary should be thoroughly 
swept, after which the coverings 
that have protected the altar and 
furniture through the week should 
be removed and everything well dusted. 

If the altar is not perfectly clean it may be 
washed, or at least wiped with a wet cloth, and 
when dry the crucifix set in the middle (on the 
tabernacle), with three candlesticks holding 
wax-candles on each side of it. 

As many candelabra as will give a furnished 
appearance to the altar can be arranged on the 
steps of it. Between them may be placed rel- 
iquaries and flowers, which, however, should 
never be allowed to conceal in any manner 
the candlesticks or other furniture of the altar, 
which must at all times be the most conspicuous . 




Digitized by v^»ooQle 




Preparation of A r tides for Services . 1 03 

The (three) linen cloths can now be spread 
on the altar, an antependium of appropriate 
color put in front, and, where it is customary, 
a canopy to correspond on the tabernacle,* and 
a lace ruffle fastened on to the altar-cloths so 
as to hang over the antependium. 

On the Epistle side of the altar will be placed 
the missal-stand and on it the missal, + open at 
the Mass, the altar-cards in their respective 
positions, the larger one in the middle; the 
Gospel of St. John on the Gospel side and the 
Ps. Lavabo on the Epistle side. The ablution- 
cup, about half full of fresh water, must be set 
on the first step (near the tabernacle) on the 
right-hand side, with a clean purificator. 

It is strictly forbidden to place candlesticks, 
flowers, or ornaments of any kind on the table 
of the altar ; nor should they be set on the taber- 
nacle , or before the door of it. 

The credence is to be set in place and cov- 

* Where the tabernacle is of marble or stone a canopy is 
not required ; and even when of wood it may be dispensed 
withy as the following from a rubricist in reference to it 
will prove: “The outer veil (canopy) when used (its use 
being free, as the obligation formerly existing is certainly 
removed by long contrary custom) must correspond to the 
color of the Mass or the office.” 

f Though not strictly necessary, both missal-stand and 
missal may be covered with a color to correspond with the 
Mass. 
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ered with linen according to directions on page 
39, and the following articles* put on it : 

The chalice, with purificator, paten, host, and 
pall, covered with the chalice-veil, on which is 
placed the burse, containing the corporal. 

The cruets of wine and water, with lavabo 
towel and hand-bell. 

The book of the Epistle and Gospel, or a 
missal, with marks in the right place. 

The humeral veil for the subdeacon, which 
should cover the chalice and hang down on 
each side of the credence. 

The lectern, if used, should have a hanging 
of a color to correspond with the vestments 
worn ; and where it is customary to have a cov- 
ering on the minister’s bench it must be green 
or purple, as the case requires. 

On the altar in the sacristy may be laid the 
vestments for the celebrant, — the chasuble, 
maniple, stole, alb, cincture, and amice. 

On the right of them the dalmatic, maniple, 
stole, alb, cincture, and amice for the deacon ; 



* Members of the Altar Society are seldom expected to 
place the above articles in readiness for the functions, that 
being the sacristan’s duty ; but in case they should be, it is 
unnecessary to remind them that they must not touch the 
chalice or any of the sacred vessels without permission from 
the bishop, as they are only enumerated here to make the 
list complete. 
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and on the left the dalmatic, maniple, alb, cinc- 
ture, and amice for the subdeacon. 

Where most convenient, the surplices for the 
master of ceremonies and for the three clerks. 

The censer and incense-boat, together with 
fire for the censer, and the processional cross if 
there should be a procession. 

Two candles in candlesticks for the acolytes 
and the torches for the elevation. 

Where the asperges takes place before Mass 
the cope will be laid in readiness in place of 
the chasuble, the latter, together with three 
maniples, being placed in the celebrant’s seat. 

In the sacristy there should also be placed 
on a credence or stand covered with white 
linen, the empty holy-water pot and sprinkle ; 
a ritual ; some salt in a covered vessel ; a jar or 
vessel of fresh spring water, and a towel ; while 
near by may be laid a purple stole for the 
priest who is to bless the water, and a surplice 
and lighted candle for the assistant. 

This blessing of the water takes place on 
every Sunday in the year except Easter and 
Whitsunday. 

A section of the communion-cloth can be 
left on the railing (provided there is a colored 
one outside of it) to accommodate those who 
may receive during Mass ; but a better way is 
to lay it on the credence. 
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In some churches the piece of linen used for 
this purpose is about as large as a good-sized 
napkin. 

When Mass is concluded the altar-cards and 
missal-stand will be removed and the altar- 
cover spread on, where it can remain during all 
the other offices or functions except Benedic- 
tion of the Blessed Sacrament. 

MISSA CANTATA, OR MASS SUNG WITHOUT 
DEACON AND SUBDEACON. 

The preparations are the same as for High 
Mass ( missa solemnis) with the following except 
tions : 

Vestments for the celebrant alone will be 
laid in readiness, the chasuble and maniple on 
his seat in the sanctuary, and the alb, amice, 
cincture, and stole in the sacristy. 

The censer and incense-boat will not be 
wanted, nor the candlesticks of the acolytes. 
The torches for the elevation will be used, 
however. 

The chalice is placed on the altar instead of 
on the credence. 

The cruets will be on the credence as usual, 
and the Book of the Epistles, the lavabo towel, 
the communion-cloth, and bell. 

The credence will be covered with linen the 
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same as for missa solemnis , and the customary 
preparations made for the blessing of water. 

The lectern will not be required. 

LOW MASS. 

The altar must be prepared and adorned the 
same as for High Mass,* with the exception 
that four candlesticks and candles (of pure 
wax) are required instead of six . 

The cruets should be placed ready for use 
on the credence, together with the lavabo towel, 
and a small communion-cloth in case of priests 
or acolytes wishing to receive. 

In the sacristy, the celebrant’s vestments, of 
the color of the day, should be laid ready for 
putting on, and two cassocks and surplices for 
the servers (unless they have another apart- 
ment, in which case their robes will be left there). 

The communion-cloth should be fastened to 
the railing, but may be removed after Mass, 
unless perhaps a section of it be left for the 
use of those who may communicate at High 
Mass. 

* Low Masses on Sundays and holydays of obligation, 
being public Masses at which the parish people assist, are 
considered of a different character from the private Masses 
on week-days. Therefore it is deemed right and proper 
that the altar should be as well decorated for them as for 
High Masses. 
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LOW MASS ON WEEK-DAYS. 

Two small candlesticks with candles, on the 
lowest steps of the altar, one each side, with 
the crucifix in the middle, the consecrated 
stone, * three linen cloths and a lace ruffle, the 
altar-cards and missal-stand having on it the 
missal closed with the edges turned toward the 
tabernacle. 

The cruets and towels may be put on a 
small stand instead of on the regular credence ; 
and in cases where clergymen might be obliged 
to celebrate Mass without a server, the stand 
can be set on the predella (platform) quite near 
the altar, or the above articles might be put on 
the extreme corner of the altar near the Epistle 
side. 

Where Mass is said on a side altar, it should 
be prepared in the same manner, using, how- 
ever, the smaller furniture (see page 99). 

PREPARATIONS FOR PONTIFICAL MASS 
By a Bishop in his Own Diocese . 

The altar should present a festive appearance, 
being adorned in the handsomest manner with 
flowers and ornaments. 



* A consecrated stone is only used on altars that have 
not been consecrated, such as side altars or those in chap 
els or in places serving as temporary churches. 
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Three candlesticks with wax-candles on each 
side of the crucifix, behind which a seventh 
candle must be placed.* 

Besides these, the candelabra, in sufficient 
number to produce a brilliant effect, can be 
arranged on the steps of the altar, and between 
them may be disposed reliquaries and floral 
decorations. 

An antependium of a color corresponding 
to the vestments should be on the altar front, 
and canopy to match on the tabernacle. 

Pontifical vestments of the proper color 
should be placed on the altar directly in the 
middle, one over the other, in the following 
order: the chasuble, dalmatic, tunic, stole, 
cincture, alb, and, lastly, amice. 

On the Epistle side, near the vestments, the 
pectoral cross and ring on a silver salver; the 
golden mitre leaning against the candlesticks, 
and the crosier at the corner; and on the Gos- 
pel side the gloves on a plate or salver, and 
the precious mitre at the same corner. 

The credence on the Epistle side, covered as 
usual with white linen, and on it the chalice, 
with purificator, paten, host, pall, and burse 



* According to the rubric, when a bishop celebrates Mass 
in his own diocese a wax-candle must be placed behind the 
crucifix. 
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containing the corporal. Behind the chalice 
the cruets on their plate ; the basin and ewer 
with water for washing the bishop’s hands ; two 
or three fine towels on a plate ; the Book of 
Epistles and Gospels ; the missal for the bishop, 
with his maniple in it, open at the Gospel of the 
day; the book called the Canon ; the bishop s 
sandals and stockings on a plate, covered with 
a veil ; two candlesticks with candles for the 
acolytes, and also a hand-candlestick. Over 
the chalice the long veil (humeral) will be 
spread, with the ends hanging down on each 
side of the table. 

The minister’s bench, with proper covering, 
should be on the Epistle side, below the cre- 
dence, and against the side wall of the sanc- 
tuary. On it the maniples of the deacon and 
subdeacon must be placed. 

The bishop’s seat, or throne, should be on 
the Gospel side, against the side wall of the 
sanctuary, and on a platform raised three steps 
above the floor of the sanctuary, and sufficiently 
large to accommodate two wooden stools for 
the assistant deacons — on each side of the 
bishop’s chair — the stools to be without backs' 
and suitably painted. The bishop’s chair, how- 
ever, should have a high back and comfortable 
arms, and be upholstered in silk or satin. 
There should also be a third stool, similar t& 
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the others, near that of the assistant deacon, 
for the assistant priest. 

Over the bishop’s seat there must be a 
canopy of graceful proportions, with hangings 
of rich material on every side, which should be 
of the color of the vestments worn at the Mass ; 
while the walls back of the chair and stools 
should have drapery to correspond. 

Instead of the usual chairs a sufficient num- 
ber of benches, having backs covered with 
drapery, should be placed on each side of the 
sanctuary for the clergy. 

A faldstool, which is used both as a praying- ^ 
desk and chair by the bishop, will be also in 
the sanctuary. It must be covered with silk 
cloth of a color corresponding to the vestments. 
Two cushions, also covered with the same ma- 
terial, should be prepared, one for the seat and 
the other to kneel on. 

There must be a number of acolytes (no less 
than eight) in surplices. The first one carries 
the book, and holds it while the bishop reads 
out of it (though when he sings the book must 
be held by the assistant priest). The duty of 
the second is to hold the hand-candlestick when 
the bishop reads or sings. The third one, who 
besides the surplice wears also a cope, carries 
the crosier. The fourth acolyte, if not dressed 
in a cope, wears on his surplice a long veil 
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hanging from his neck before him, in order to 
cover his hands when he holds the mitre. The 
fifth one is the censer-bearer. The sixth and 
seventh carry the candlesticks, while the eighth 
one carries the apron of rich silk cloth that is 
spread on the bishop’s knees when seated. 

In the sacristy are to be prepared a cope for 
the assistant priest ; two amices, albs, cinc- 
tures, and dalmatics for the two assistant 
deacons (they do not wear stoles nor maniples); 
two amices, albs, and cinctures for the deacon 
and subdeacon ; together with a stole for the 
deacon. Their maniples should be placed on 
their seats in the sanctuary. 

A sufficient number of sacred vestments for 
the clergy who are to take part in the service, 
as also of dalmatics and albs for clergymen who 
are not priests. 

The incense-boat and censer should likewise 
be in readiness here. 

In churches that have a side chapel it is 
required that the pontifical vestments be placed 
on the altar there instead of on the high-altar. 

HIGH MASS FOR THE DEAD. 

On the altar there should be six candles of 
unbleached wax in plain candlesticks, with the 
crucifix in the centre. 
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A purple antependium* in front of the altar, 
and a canopy of the same color on the taber- 
nacle. 

The missal, covered with purple, on the mis- 
sal-stand, open at the Mass for the Dead ; the 
stand to have also a purple covering. 

In their places altar-cards of the plainest 
description. 

The credence should be covered with white 
linen, which must hang but a little over the 
sides, and on it the chalice should be placed in 
the centre ; the cruets on their stand, with 
towels on the right ; the Book of Epistles on 
the left, the acolytes’ candlesticks with candles 
of unbleached wax on either side — the candles 
to be distributed to those in the sanctuary ; the 
communion-cloth if required. (The humeral 
veil for the sub-deacon will not be needed.) 

The celebrant’s bench should be uncovered, 
and the lectern, if used for the Epistle and 
Gospel, will have no hangings. 

The processional cross can stand near the 
credence. 



* A recent decree from Rome forbids black draperies or 
hangings on the altar of the Blessed Sacrament. For this 
reason at any requiem service taking place there, the ante* 
pendium and canopy must be purple, unless the Blessed 
Sacrament be removed from the tabernacle, in which cas$ 
all may be black. 

? 
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If there be a funeral discourse or panegyric, 
the pulpit should be draped in black. 

In the sacristy the same vestments as for 
any High Mass, only of black, should be laid 
out, together with surplices for the acolytes 
and servers, the torches for the elevation, the 
acolytes* candlesticks, the censer and incense- 
boat, with fire and tongs ; and, if absolution is 
given after Mass, a black cope for the celebrant, 
a ritual, and the holy-water pot and sprinkle. 

A catafalque can be arranged in the usual 
place and surrounded with lights. 

LOW MASS FOR THE DEAD. 

The altar can be prepared the same as for 
High Mass, with the exception that only two 
candlesticks are required. 

Vestments for the celebrant alone should be 
in readiness in the sacristy. 

FORTY HOURS* ADORATION. 

For this solemnity the altar should be richly 
adorned, the most costly ornaments and rarest 
exotics being employed in beautifying the 
throne of the Blessed Sacrament. 

The place of exposition in the upper taber- 
nacle (or on a portable throne) will have a cor- 
poral spread over it, and be surrounded with 
flowers, lights, and blossoming plants. 
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According to the rubric, “ no statues or relics 
of saints are allowed on the altar (with the ex- 
ception of the figures of the adoring angels, 
which may be permitted to remain). If there be 
a picture over the altar, it, and the walls near 
it, must be covered with rich drapery, repre- 
senting, however, nothing profane.” * 

The antependium must be always of white 
(or cloth of gold), even though the Mass re- 
quires a different color. 

The altar-cards and missal -stand will be on 
for the Mass,+ together with six candlesticks 
with wax-candles, and six additional ones to 
be lighted at the exposition, thus making the 
twelve wax-candles required to be kept burn- 
ing during it. 

Besides these, sperm and paraffine candles 
can be arranged on the steps of the altar to 
enhance the radiance. 

On the credence, which is to be prepared in 
the accustomed manner, should be placed the 
necessary articles for High Mass, and also the 
monstrance covered with a white veil, the host 
fastened in the crescent, the book containing 
the litany and other prayers, a cope of the 
color of the vestments for the celebrant, and 



* This refers to cloth representing historical subjects or 
having on it figures of animals or objects foreign to religion, 
f After which they will be removed from the altar. 
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a white stole for the priest who is to expose 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

In the sacristy the usual vestments of appro- 
priate color may be prepared for the celebrant, 
deacon, and subdeacon, also the processional 
cross, two censers and incense-boats, the pro- 
cessional canopy and umbrellino, two books 
with the litany for the chanters, and a sufficient 
number of candles for the procession. 

A bench * covered with cloth or carpet can 
be placed in the sanctuary for the clergy who 
remain at the adoration. On it may be several 
white stoles for the priests who will come at 
various times to adore. 

A lamp should burn before the tabernacle of 
the side or other altar where the Blessed Sac- 
rament is reserved. It would be fitting to have 
four wax-candles also lighted here during the 
time of the exposition, as is the custom at 
Rome. 

On the second day of the exposition, Mass 
Pro Pace is celebrated at the altar where the 
Blessed Sacrament is reserved ; therefore it 
must be made ready for the function. The 
other preparations are the same as for Solemn 
Mass. 



* A number of kneeling-desks will do instead of a bench, 
if more convenient. 
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Purple vestments are worn at the Mass Pro 
Pace . 

For the Mass of Deposition, on the third 
and last day, the same articles will be prepared 
in the sacristy and on the credence as for that 
of the firat day, with the exception of the host 
in its crescent, and the monstrance. The high- 
altar will be prepared the same as for Solemn 
Mass. 

During the exposition, the flowers and 
lights* will need replenishing from time to 
time, and the same care and vigilance recom- 
mended in connection with the repository 
must be exercised to avoid accidents by fire, 
etc. 



SOLEMN VESPERS. 

The altar may be as profusely decorated with 
lights, plants, and flowers as good taste will 
allow, the flowers being arranged in bouquets, 
baskets, etc. 

They should be placed on the steps, but 
never on the table of the altar , as it is contrary 
to the rubric to use it as a flower or candle- 
stand ; and, aside from this natural objection, 

*The admonition against placing flowers too close be- 
side or above the lights cannot be uttered too often. They 
quickly become dried from the heat of the candles, and in 
that state easily ignite. 
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there is still another argument against it, viz., 
that it is impossible to properly incense the 
altar if thus obstructed. 

As before stated, it is also forbidden to set 
flowers or other ornaments on the tabernacle, 
or before the door of it, at any time. 

The linen coverings and lace ruffle are to be 
on the altar the same as for Mass, together 
with an antependium of the color correspond- 
ing to the Vespers, and a canopy on the taber- 
nacle to match (if desired). 

The altar-cards and missal-stand must be 
removed. 

The crucifix will be in the centre, having 
three candlesticks, with candles of pure wax on 
each side.* 

Reliquaries may be placed between the can- 
dlesticks, unless Benediction of the Blessed Sac- 
rament should follow, in which case (as they 
would have to be removed) they need not be 
put on. 

A lectern with hangings of the color of the 
vestments to be worn will be placed in front of 



* Six wax- candles only are required for Vespers ; but 
where Benediction is given at the close, twelve at least are 
requisite, and therefore that number of candles should be 
put on the altar when preparing it for Vespers, together 
with as many of sperm or paraffine as will properly illumi- 
nate the altar. 
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the celebrant's chair, which ought to be covered 
with green or purple, as the Vespers require. 

Also a stool for the master of ceremonies near 
the celebrant's seat, and stools or benehes on 
each side (in front of the altar) for the cope- 
bearers, which benches are also to be covered 
with green or purple. 

IN THE SACRISTY. 

A surplus and cope of the color of the chap- 
ter will be in readiness for the celebrant ; and 
if Benediction is to follow, a stole of the same 
color. 

Two or four copes of corresponding color foi 
the cope-bearers, together with the same num- 
ber of surplices ; also four surplices for the 
master of ceremonies and servers. 

Two candlesticks with candles for the aco- 
lytes, and the censer and incense-boat. 

Where Benediction of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment is given immediately after Vespers, with- 
out the celebrant leaving the sanctuary, as is 
the custom in most of our churches, a white 
humeral veil will be left on the credence or in 
some convenient place, which he will put on 
over the cope he wore during Vespers, and the 
antependium and canopy of the tabernacle will 
not be changed, even if of a color other than 
white. 
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But if at the close of the Vespers the cele- 
brant withdraws from the sanctuary, then all 
will be changed to white for the Benediction, 
and six additional candles lighted. 

SOLEMN PONTIFICAL VESPERS 
By a Bishop in his Own Diocese . 

The altar should be beautifully adorned with 
lights, flowers, and other ornaments, the same 
a'S for Solemn Vespers. 

The table of the altar is to be covered with 
a long veil,* which should hang down on both 
sides, but not in front. 

In the middle of the altar are to be placed 
the sacred vestments of the bishop — the amice, 
alb, cincture, stole, and cope. On the Epistle 
side the ornamented mitre, and on the Gospel 
side the golden mitre ; on the highest step near 
the Epistle corner the crosier ; and near the 
vestments on the Gospel side the pectoral cross, 
and the ring on a small plate. 

On the credence the two candlesticks for the 
acolytes, the hand-candlestick, and the missal 
for the prayers to be sung by the bishop. 

In the centre of the sanctuary two or four 
stools for the cope bearers, according to their 
number. 



* Humeral veil. 
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In the sacristy must be prepared a cope for 
the assistant priest ; two amices, albs, cinctures, 
dalmatics and stoles for the assistant deacons , 
two or four copes for the chanters, and a suffi- 
cient number of copes, chasubles, dalmatics, 
amices, albs, cinctures, and surplices for the 
clergy who may assist at Vespers; the censer 
with incense-boat, and a chafing-pan with fire 
and tongsi, 

VESPERS FOR THE DEAD ON THE FIRST DAY 
OF NOVEMBER. 

The purple antependium* on the altar under 
one of white, and a canopy of the same color on 
the tabernacle, also under a white one . 

On the credence a black cope for the cele 
brant, and in a convenient place the lectern 
with white hangings. 

In the body of the church a catafalque cov- 
ered with a funeral pall, and surrounded with 
candlesticks (six) holding candles of unbleached 
wax. 

The white ornaments will be removed from 
the altar at the close of the Vespers, together 
with the flowers and reliquaries , and likewise 
the white hanging from the lectern, which will 
now remain uncovered. 

* If the Blessed Sacrament be not in the tabernacle the 
antependium and canopy will be black. 
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BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT. 

The preparations for Benediction alone, as 
laid down in the Roman Ceremonial, are as 
follows : 

There should be at least twelve lighted can- 
dles on the altar whenever the Blessed Sacra- 
ment is exposed in the monstrance and Bene- 
diction given with it. 

Likewise a throne or small canopy * should 
be placed on the highest step over the altar, 
between the candlesticks, and in it a corporal 
or pall on which the Blessed Sacrament is to 
be placed. 

On the altar a burse with another corporal, 
' the monstrance covered with a white veil, and 
the key of the tabernacle. 

On the credence a white humeral veil and 
the book containing the prayers. 

In the sacristy a surplice, white stole, and 
cope for the officiating priest. 

A surplice and white stole for the priest or 
deacon who is to expose the Blessed Sacra- 
ment ; and, if there are sacred ministers, two 
white dalmatics, a white stole for the deacon, 
two cinctures, two albs, and two amices. 

A sufficient number of surplices for the clerks 

*The Thabor ; or Exposition, is intended for this purpose. 
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who are to assist the priests, and for the torch- 
bearers, together with two, four, or even eight 
torches. 



BENEDICTION AFTER MASS. 

Where Benediction is given immediately 
after Mass, the celebrant keeps on the stole he 
then wore , but, having taken off the chasuble 
at his usual seat, he puts on a cope of the color 
used at Mass. 

If High Mass be celebrated with deacon and 
subdeacon, they take off their maniples and 
assist at the Benediction. Twelve candles will 
be lighted the same as for Benediction follow- 
ing Vespers. 

BENEDICTION WITH THE CIBORIUM., 

The altar may be more plainly adorned than 
for Solemn Benediction, six candles being suffix 
cient, although a greater number maybe lighted. 
On it should be placed the burse containing a 
corporal and the key of the tabernacle, and on 
the credence the book of prayers and a white 
humeral veil. 

A surplice and white stole for the celebrant, 
and surplices for the servers, together with 
the censer and incense-boat. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Sacranunts anir Jatturals. 




SOLEMN BAPTISM. 

SURPLICE and purple stole may 
be laid out in the sacristy for the 
priest who is to administer the 
sacrament, together with a surplice 
for his assistant ; the Rituale Romanum> a ves- 
sel of salt, and the baptismal register, with 
pens and ink. 

At the font the Holy Chrism and oil of 
catechumens, with some cotton on a plate ; the 
baptismal water in the font, and a shell to 
pour it on the head of the person to be bap- 
tized, together with a basin to receive the 
water, and a soft linen towel to wipe the head ; 
a white stole and a piece of linen to represent 
the white garment ; a lighted candle, some 
crumbs of bread on a plate, and water and 
towels for the priest’s hands. 

When the ceremony is concluded, the water 
which was poured on the head of the person 
baptized, the crumbs of bread, and the water in 
which the priest washed his hands are to be 
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put into the piscina, while the cotton used in 
the ceremony must be burnt, and the ashes 
also put in the piscina. 

CONFIRMATION. 

The altar to be tastefully adorned with 
flowers and ornaments, having also six candles 
lighted. 

On the credence a vessel containing the 
Holy Chrism, a white plate with a quantity of 
cotton divided into small pieces, the Pontifical 
book, a hand-candlestick with candle, some 
thin slices of bread (without any crust) on an- 
other small plate, a ewer and basin in which 
the bishop can wash his hands, and still an- 
other plate holding clean towels. 

On the altar the bishop’s vestments, the 
amice, stole, cope, mitre, and crosier, arranged 
in order. 

A throne for the bishop will be erected on 
the Gospel side of the sanctuary, with canopy 
and hangings of royal purple,* and the fald- 



* Royal purple is the proper color for the hangings on. 
the bishop’s throne, except when he celebrates Mass, when 
they must be of the color of the day. That particular shade 
of purple being difficult to obtain, however, dark crimson is 
often used instead, it having a purplish tinge, and being 
preferable to violet, which is the penitential color, and 
therefore unsuitable. For directions how to erect the 
throne, see page no. 
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stool will have white hangings and white 
cushions. 

In the sacristy surplices should be prepared 
for the assistants, and a book of registration, 
with pens and ink. 

Four boys, dressed after the manner of those 
who attend at High Mass, may be in readiness, 
one to hold the crosier, another the mitre, 
another the book, and the fourth the hand-can- 
dlestick. 

In some churches it is customary to place 
benches outside the sanctuary railing on which 
the candidates for confirmation can be seated. 
This would only answer where the candidates 
were few in number. The better way is to seat 
them in the front pews. 

Two good-sized candles of wax might be 
prettily trimmed with white flowers, and tied 
around with white satin ribbon into graceful 
bows and ends. These are to be carried by the 
attendants of the candidate who is to read the 
vows. 

A very suitable decoration for this occasion 
would be a banner bearing the episcopal arms 
of the diocese, placed in the sanctuary, or the 
episcopal arms, formed of flowers, and fastened 
to the wall at the side of the bishop s throne. 
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FIRST COMMUNION. 

The altar may be handsomely decorated as 
for confirmation, and the usual articles and 
vestments for Mass prepared, together with two 
trimmed candles to be used at the renewal of 
the “ baptismal vows.” 

If the baptismal font is in the church, it also 
might be decorated with flowers and trailing 
vines, and any other feature of adornment in- 
troduced which would be consistent with the 
rubric and appropriate to the event, as these 
“red-letter days” in children’s lives should 
not be lightly passed over. 

THE MARRIAGE SERVICE. 

For the performing of the marriage cere- 
mony, a surplice and white stole, for the priest 
who is to officiate may be prepared in the sac- 
risty. 

Also a surplice for the server, the holy-water 
pot and sprinkle, the ritual, a small tray on 
which to place the ring to be blessed, and a 
register, with pens and ink. 

The altar, if desired, can be adorned with 
lights and flowers. 

If the ceremony takes place with a nuptial 
Mass, the contracting parties may be furnished 
with kneeling-stools in front of the altar, but 
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outside the sanctuary railing. In this case the 
holy-water pot and sprinkle can be left on the 
credence, as it will not be wanted till the Mass 
is nearly ended. 

CHURCHING OF WOMEN. 

A surplice and white stole for the priest, and 
a surplice for the server should be prepared in 
the sacristy, together with the ritual, holy-water 
pot, and sprinkle. 

A sufficient number of candles must also be 
in readiness, which are to be given lighted to 
the persons who are to be churched. 

FUNERALS. 

At funerals where there is no Mass— the bur- 
ial service only being read — the black antepen- 
dium* can be on the altar and candles of un- 
bleached wax, but nothing more is needed. 

In the middle aisle the catafalque or bier 
covered with a black pall, and surrounded with 
four or six requiem candlesticks furnished with 
unbleached candles ; and if a sermon be preached 
the pulpit must have black hangings. 

In the sacristy the holy-water pot and sprinkle 
should be prepared, together with the proces- 
sional cross, a surplice, black stole, and cope 

* If the Blessed Sacrament be kept in the tabernacle, no 
black must be on the altar. 
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for the clergyman; surplices with black rib- 
bon-bows for the servers, and the acolytes’ can- 
dlesticks furnished with unbleached candles. 

At the funerals of children under seven years 
of age the altar is in white and the candles are 
all white, and the cross, if carried, is without 
its staff. 

The priest is robed in a surplice and white 
stole, and the servers wear white bows to fasten 
their surplices. 

According to the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites, but one cross should be carried at a 
funeral, even where the clergy and religious 
societies of several parishes assist at the obse- 
quies. The cross of the parish to which the de- 
ceased belonged should only be used. 

Side altars are not dressed in black at Masses 
for the dead or at funerals, unless the services 
take place at them. 

No flowers or ornaments (save the candle- 
sticks) are placed on the high-altar on such oc- 
casions ; and, although there is no law prohibit- 
ing it, the custom of taking floral emblems 
from the casket at the close of a requiem ser- 
vice, and putting them on the high-altar, is 
strongly condemned by rubricians. 

It is very fitting, however, to place them on 
the shrine of Our Lady as an offering for the 
departed soul. 
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When occasion arises, the church may be 
draped in mourning, taste being exercised in 
the material used as well as in its arrangement. 
A lavish display of cheap goods is anything 
but a mark of respect to either living or dead. 
Velvet or woollen fabric is the only thing suita- 
ble for such hangings. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

IMjr Shwartz. 

article JFCrat— atrbeut 

SUNDAYS IN ADVENT. 

NSTRUCTIONS laid down by rubri- 
cians regarding the preparing of the 
altars for Sundays in Advent are 
that they may “ be adorned in a 
partially festive manner” with flowers, relics, 
etc., placed between the candlesticks, on the 
third Sunday (Gaudete Sunday), on which 
occasion the deacon and subdeacon wear dal- 
matics. 

On all the other Sundays the altars are to 
be devoid of ornament, having only six candle- 
sticks of the plainest description,* with the 
crucifix in the centre, and the purple antepen- 
dium in place. Purple vestments are worn, 
with folded chasubles + for the deacon and 
subdeacon. 

* When plain candlesticks cannot be had. those of brass 
or gilt may be covered with purple cloth, and unbleached 
candles used, if possible. 

f A folded chasuble is made by folding up the front of an 
ordinary purple chasuble until it reaches a little' above the 
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, When, however, the vigil of Christmas 
happens to fall on the fourth Sunday, the 
same order of things prevails as on the third 
Sunday. 

«rtfcU Secoufc— ILeut 

ASH WEDNESDAY. 

The altar should be plainly dressed without 
flowers, plants, or other decorations. 

On it must be placed six candlesticks, with 
the crucifix in the centre. 

The purple antependium in front, and the 
altar cards and missal-stand in proper position. 

On the Epistle side the vessel containing the 
blessed ashes, covered with a small purple veil 
(or its own cover will answer). 

On the credence the articles necessary for 
High Mass, together with a plate with crumbs 
of bread, a ewer of water, with basin and towel, 
and the holy-water pot and sprinkle. 

Close at hand the censer and incense-boat, 
together with a chafing-dish and fire. 

A purple chasuble and maniple for the cele- 
brant Will be laid on the ministers bench, and 
two maniples for the deacon and subdeacon. 

waist, where it is held in place with hooks and eyes; or pins 
will answer, if securely put in. It is generally turned up 
on the outside. In Rome, such chasubles are usually made 
short in front, instead of being folded up. 



Digitized by v^»ooQle 





133 



Holy Seasons . 

In the sacristy the purple cope and stole, 
with alb, amice, and cincture for the celebrant ; 
and stole of the same color, with amice, alb, 
and cincture for the deacon ; and the same 
articles, with the exception of the stole, for on 
the subdeacon. 

SUNDAYS IN LENT. 

On Sundays in Lent the altars are dressed 
the same as in Advent, the only difference be- 
ing that they are partially adorned on the 
fourth Sunday (Laetare Sunday) instead of on 
the third one. 

On the evening before Passion Sunday all 
images, pictures, and crosses in the church must 
be covered with purple. This includes the 
crosses on the stations also. 

article ®Dfrlr-^ols 

PRELIMINARY PREPARATIONS. 

There is a great responsibility resting on 
the members of an Altar Society in connection 
with the ceremonies of Holy Week, as on them 
depends the preparing of many things essen- 
tial to its proper observance. If the work, 
however, is systematized, it will be more easily 
and quickly done. 

It is an excellent idea to have all the candle- 
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sticks, candelabra, gold and silver vases, and 
other metal ornaments (that are not in use dur- 
ing Lent) washed and polished the week be 
fore, so as to be in readiness when wanted. 

Then a few good workers — together with 
some young members who are anxious to be 
instructed in this important work — might com- 
mence preparations on Monday morning in 
Holy Week * 

Where it is possible to do so the sanctuary 
carpet should be taken up, and not put down 
again until Holy Saturday, thus leaving the 
sanctuary bare during the solemn offices of the 
week, as it should be, strictly speaking. 

The furniture should all be removed from 
the sanctuary, which should be well swept, any 
dust or cobwebs that may have gathered on the 
walls or around the statuary being also brushed 
away. The high and side altars should then 
be stripped (the priest having first, if he thinks 
proper, removed the Blessed Sacrament from 
the tabernacle) and thoroughly washed and 
cleaned. (See page 85.) As it will probably 
be necessary, in doing so, to kneel on the table 
of the altar in order to reach to the steps and 
around the tabernacle, a piece of cloth may be 

* It is important to have the sacristy in which the prepara- 
tions are made well warmed, as at this season churches are 
usually cold and damp. 
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first spread over the table. When the altars 
are dried and aired, altar-cloths of the plainest 
description may be put on the high-altar, to- 
gether with two plain candlesticks (and can- 
dles), the crucifix, altar-cards, missal, and missal- 
stand. 

If, however, the ordinary Masses of the week 
should be said at a side altar, then that altar 
should be dressed as above, instead of the high- 
altar, which may be left uncovered, to air, for 
several days. 

The celebrant's seat and other sanctuary 
furniture can be cleaned after the manner de- 
scribed on page 88. 

There are two advantages to be derived from 
getting this work done early in the week. 

Firstly, the society can have possession of the 
sanctuary then, there being no services after 
the morning Mass on Monday until Wednes- 
day; and, secondly, it will be a great relief to 
have that important part over, so that it will 
not interfere with the preparations that must 
be made later on. 

On Wednesday morning the Tenebrae can- 
dlestick can be brought out, wiped, and filled 
with unbleached candles. If such are not to 
be had, white ones may be colored or painted 
with gamboge. Candles of the same kind will 
also be put inot a plain candlestick for the altar, 
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which is to be otherwise prepared as directed 
on page 143. 

In Europe, where the floor of the sanctuary 
and the steps and platform of the altar are of 
marble or stone, the ordinary carpet is taken 
up, and one of purple put in its place during 
Holy Week, except on Good Friday, when the 
altar is to be entirely bare. 

A breadth of purple merino two yards long, 
and hemmed around, will do as a substitute 
for such a carpet. Quite a number of confes- 
sion-stoles should be in readiness for clergy- 
men who may come to assist in the confes- 
sional. 

The principal work of the day, however, is 
the preparing the repository (see page 145), 
and for this purpose it is necessary that the 
ladies should have a room to themselves, free 
from intrusion, where they can arrange the 
flowers, plants, lights, and other decorations. 

To facilitate matters, one person might take 
charge of the candlesticks and candles, get- 
ting them in readiness to put on the altar. 
One or two others might arrange the flowers 
and attend to the plants, seeing that the pots 
are suitably covered ;* while the rest will have 
all they can do in preparing the hangings and 

♦Plant pots, unless ornamental, may be covered with 
gold or silver paper. 
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draperies of silk, satin, and lace, sewing on gold 
braid, fringe, and spangles where needed, and 
otherwise employing themselves. 

As much as possible should be done toward 
preparing the repository before the congrega- 
tion assemble for the Tenebrae, as it is very 
embarrassing to be climbing up and down the 
altar, and passing in and out the sanctuary, 
when there are people in the church. If every- 
thing be made ready for the decorations before- 
hand, it will not take long to arrange them on the 
altar when the services are over ; and, in fact, it 
would be much better if the flowers were not 
put on until morning, as they can be kept much 
fresher in a cool place. They would need to 
be arranged the night before, however. 

The high-altar will also have to be prepared 
for Holy Thursday with clean linens and 
laces, and with flowers* and lights. As flow- 
ers enter largely into the decorations of Holy 
Thursday and Easter Sunday, it is important 
to take some steps toward securing a suffi- 
ciency of them beforehand, especially as other 
denominations have commenced trimming their 



* The choicest flowers should be reserved for the reposi- 
tory, and some fragrant buds and blossoms will be wanted 
to strew before the Blessed Sacrament in the procession. 
They may be placed loosely in small white baskets having 
handles by which they can be carried. 
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churches profusely for the latter festival, there- 
by increasing the demand for exotics of every 
description. 

The customary way in cities is to order, a 
fair supply of flowers some weeks ahead from 
the florist, and have also a notice read in 
church on Palm Sunday, soliciting donations of 
lights and flowers for the repository and for 
Easter (or the money with which to procure 
them). 

There are, besides, many persons who will 
send flowers if personally appealed to, who 
would not otherwise think of doing so. A mem- 
ber of the Society should be delegated to re- 
ceive such contributions when they are brought 
into the sacristy, and put them in water, that 
they may not wither by lying around. 

It is likewise well to take the names of 
parties bringing such contributions, that credit 
may be given where due. 

The large and small canopies can be brought 
out the last thing Wednesday evening, when 
there will be room in the sacristy to set them 
in place. If they have been taken apart they 
can then be put together, and left in readiness 
for the morning, with a covering over them to 
protect them from the dust. The processional 
cross, covered with a square of purple merino, 
should also be ready. 
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The principal duties of Holy Thursday con. 
sist in replenishing the candles on the reposi- 
tory, and having a general supervision over 
everything. 

The high-altar will also have to be prepared 
for the Tenebrae, and when that office is ended 
the black hangings put up for Good Friday ; the 
cross on the altar must be covered with black, as 
well as a larger crucifix to expose for venera- 
tion, the covering on the latter being put on in 
such a manner as to be easily removed. 

It is recommended to spread the veil bias- 
wise over the figure, drawing the corners of it 
around to the back of the cross and pinning 
them neatly in place with large black-headed 
pins, fastening it first at the feet, then at the 
left arm, then at the right one, and lastly at 
the head, care being taken that the heads of 
the pins are in sight, so that the priest may 
have no difficulty in uncovering it. The sta- 
tionary cross on the altar must also be covered 
with black.* 

Three purple cushions must be in readiness 
for the prostrations. They are usually about 
thirty inches long and twenty wide, and can be 
of merino or any woollen goods, and made 



* Veils, hangings, and coverings for pictures and statuary 
should be of woollen material 



Digitized by v^»ooQle 




140 Holy Seasons . 

after the manner of a sofa-pillow. Both sides 
should be of woollen or velvet, as if lined with 
cambric or silesia they would be liable to slip 
when in use. Common moss, such as can be 
procured at an upholsterer’s, will do to stuff 
them with. A fourth cushion (made the same), 
on which the crucifix can rest during the Ven- 
eration, will also be wanted. 

If the repository is taken down on Good 
Friday, the hangings, laces, etc., used in its con- 
struction should be folded up at once and put 
away where they belong. The plants must be 
watered and set where they will not be too 
warm ; and if there are any flowers, which can 
be kept over for Easter, they may be put in a 
cool place for preservation. 

The candlesticks, which will probably be 
covered with drippings of wax, will require 
cleaning, as well as the altar. * 

The high-altar must again be made ready for 
the Tenebrae, and the many things necessary 
for the functions of Holy Saturday prepared, as 
given in detail further on in this chapter. 

On Holy Saturday there is much to be done 
in getting ready for Easter, and the work should 
be commenced as early in the day as possible, 
in order that it may be satisfactorily accom- 
plished. The sanctuary of course will have to 
be swept and dusted and the altar cleaned 
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again before it can be adorned for the great 
festival of the morrow. 

These preliminary preparations pertain only 
to such work as may be done beforehand and 
to such things as will be required in the prep- 
arations proper for Holy Week, each day of 
which is given as follows, according to the 
Roman Ceremonial : 

PALM SUNDAY. 

The altar should be unadorned, having on it 
six candlesticks only, of the plainest kind , the 
crucifix, altar-cards, missal, and stand, the pur- 
ple antependium, and on the pulpit a covering 
of purple. 

In churches where it is customary, branches 
of palm may be placed in vases between the 
candlesticks. 

On the Gospel side of the sanctuary three 
lecterns with purple hangings should be placed 
for the Passion. 

On the Epistle side, near the altar, a small 
table covered with white linen may be pre- 
pared for the palms, and a purple veil laid on 
it, to be used as a covering for the palms. 

The processional cross, covered with a purple 
veil,* in a convenient place, together with a 

* A purple ribbon should be fastened to the top of the 
processional cross, with which to fasten a sprig of the pain) 
after the blessing. 
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chafing-pan, with fire and tongs; the censer 
with incense-boat. 

ON THE CREDENCE. 

The chalice covered with the veil. 

The missal for the Epistle and Gospel, and 
a large purple stole for the deacon ; a pitcher 
of water, with basin and towel. 

The cruets on their plate, the holy-water 
pot and sprinkle. 

On the celebrant's chair a purple chasuble 
and maniple, in which he will be robed before 
beginning Mass. 

IN THE SACRISTY. 

The purple cope and stole, amice, alb, and 
cincture for the celebrant ; a folded chasuble, 
stole, and maniple of purple, and amice, alb, 
and cincture, for the deacon ; a purple folded 
chasuble and maniple, together with an amice, 
alb, and cincture, for the subdeacon. 

Three amices, albs, and cinctures, three pur- 
ple stoles and maniples, and three books for 
the deacons who sing the Passion. 

When the bishop blesses the palms the 
credence containing them will be placed be- 
tween the altar and his throne. The episcopal 
vestments will be laid in proper order on the 
altar, and those of the assistants where con- 
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venient ; the book, gremial, bugia, silver plate 
for the zucchetto, faldstool with cushions, ewer 
of water, basin, and towel in suitable places. 

TENEBRAE OFFICES. 

For the Tenebrae services, which occur on 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, the altar 
should be stripped of everything, except the 
linen cloths, and six plain candlesticks, with 
candles of unbleached wax, three on each side 
of the cross. 

A purple antependium on the front of the 
altar, and a purple carpet on the platform. 

The triangular candlestick with fifteen un- 
bleached candles placed on the floor of the 
sanctuary, at the Epistle side, and an extin- 
guisher put near at hand; also an uncovered 
lectern in the middle of the sanctuary, for the 
lessons. 

The antependium, however, should only be 
on the altar for the first Tenebrae office — that 
of Wednesday. On the two succeeding even- 
ings the altar will be denuded of it and the 
linen cloths , leaving on only the cross and six 
candlesticks with candles of unbleached wax. 

The other altars in the church will be dressed, 
or rather undressed, in the same way, except 
the one where the repository is prepared. 
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HOLY THURSDAY. 

The high-altar is to be handsomely adorned 
as for a great festival, having on the candelabra 
and large candlesticks filled with white candles ; 
the crucifix in the centre, covered with white ; 
a white antependium, and a canopy of the same 
color on the tabernacle. 

The credence covered with white linen, and 
on it the usual articles for Mass, and, in addi- 
tion, a chalice for the repository, with pall, 
paten, and a white veil with ribbon of the same 
color. On the paten used at Mass two hosts, 
a pyx, with small hosts, white stoles for the 
priests who are to communicate, a white cope 
for the celebrant, and a wooden clapper (to be 
used instead of a bell). 

The canopy, umbrellino, and processional 
cross — the latter covered with a purple veil — in 
the most convenient place. 

In the sacristy, the richest white vestments 
should be laid in readiness, together with two 
purple stoles to be worn at the denuding of 
the altars ; an amice, alb, cincture, and white 
tunic for the cross-bearer, the acolytes’ candle- 
sticks, six or eight torches for the elevation, 
two censers with incense-boats, and a sufficient 
supply of candles for the procession. 

Qn the side ajtars (with the exception of the 
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one used for the repository) the antependiums 
and coverings of crosses should be purple. 

THE REPOSITORY. 

The repository is separate and distinct from 
the altar at which High Mass is celebrated, being 
usually at a side altar, or in a chapel. It 
should be beautifully adorned with choice 
flowers, tastefully arranged in baskets and 
bouquets, with rich blossoming plants, and 
with innumerable lights. (Of the latter, six at 
least must be candles of pure wax.) 

The urn or tabernacle in which the Blessed 
Sacrament reposes may be covered with a can- 
opy of white silk, satin, velvet, or cloth of gold, 
which can be either cut and sewed into shape, 
or draped over the tabernacle in a graceful 
manner. 

It may be handsomely trimmed with gold 
embroidery and fringe, or galloon and fringe 
alone would be sufficient ornamentation, and, if 
perfectly plain, would serve very well. 

When the tabernacle is covered a corporal 
will be placed in it. 

An altar-stone is not necessary on the re- 
pository, and only one altar-cloth is required ; 
but the altar-ruffle should be on, and also a 
white or gold antipendium. 

Hangings and draperies of lace and silk are 
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sometimes a feature in repository decorations ; 
but great care must be exercised, as a breath of 
wind may waft them too near the lights, causing 
them to take fire. For this reason they are 
not recommended. 

Where the treasury of the Society will admit 
of the expenditure, rare and costly fabrics and 
ornaments should be used in adorning the re- 
pository, but otherwise it is in better taste to 
employ only flowers and lights, which of them- 
selves are a very suitable decoration and far 
more in keeping with the spirit of the rubrics 
than a display of cheap finery could possibly be. 

A semicircular range of small steps, painted 
white, with gilded edges, placed at the back of 
the altar is in some cases useful in holding 
candlesticks and plants, thus forming a solid 
background. A better way, however, is to set 
the large gold candlesticks (belonging to the high- 
altar) as far back on the steps of the altar as 
possible, placing between them tall calla lilies. 

On the table of the altar candelabra and 
smaller candlesticks (with candles) can be dis- 
posed in order, interspersed with flowers, which 
latter must not be placed too near the lights, 
otherwise they will wither, and even take fire. 
Where there are large baskets or forms of 
flowers, they may be set on ornamental stands 
on the platform of the altar, in front of the 
repository, or at each side of it. 
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Some of the flowers will perhaps have to be 
replaced by fresh ones if the repository stands 
until Holy Saturday (as it does in some 
churches), and the plants will require watering. 

A corporal and burse should be laid on the 
altar, together with the key of the tabernacle. 

On each side of the repository kneeling-desks 
may be placed for the use of the clergy, and 
conveniently near to it steps on which the 
priest can stand to reach to the tabernacle 
when necessary. 

A taper lamp should burn continually before 
the repository, the Sacred Heart lamp being 
most suitable for the purpose. It is the cus- 
tom now in churches where there are a suffi- 
cient number of sanctuary boys, to have them 
watch in turn — half an hour at a time— at the 
repository, to attend to the lights, and also to 
serve as a guard of honor. If possible, two 
should go on duty at once, occupying the 
kneeling-desks at either side of the altar. 
Members of the Altar Society should also have 
an allotted time each to stay in the church or 
sacristy and see that everything is properly 
attended to, and in case there are not boys 
enough, they themselves must do the watch- 
ing. 

As an extinguisher will be constantly needed, 
one may be left standing in a convenient place. 
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A plate or box is usually set at the foot of 
the altar in which worshippers may deposit 
their offerings to be used in defraying the ex- 
penses of the repository. In some churches 
the collection on Holy Thursday is also appro- 
priated to this purpose. 

GOOD FRIDAY. 

The altar should be entirely bare, with the 
exception of six candlesticks (of the plainest 
description*) with candles of unbleached wax. 

The crucifix covered with a black veil in 
such a manner that it may be easily removed 
(see page 139). 

Three purple cushionsf placed on the edge 
of the platform of the altar, one in the middle 
and one on each side, at a little distance apart. 

The credence covered with plain linen hang- 
ing only a little over the sides and without a 
ruffling of laoe. 

On it should be placed the missal on its 
stand for the celebrant, another missal without 
a stand for the ministers, a lavabo, an altar- 
card, a large black stole for the deacon, a 

* The golden candlesticks are taken from the altar of St. 
Peter’s Church in Rome during this season and wooden 
ones put in their place. 

f Directions as to size, etc., of these cushions will be 
found in the preceding chapter, 
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folded altar-cloth large enough to cover the 
altar without hanging down. 

A small vessel with water, and a purificator 
in case the priest should need it. 

A black burse containing a corporal, and a 
purificator laid on it ; a black veil for the 
chalice; the cruets on their plate. 

Two candlesticks with unbleached candles 
for the acolytes, and the wooden clapper. 

On the Epistle side of the sanctuary a pur 
pie carpet;* a purple cushion large enough 
for the crucifix, which is to be exposed for 
veneration, to rest on, and a long white veil ; 
also three uncovered lecterns for the Pas- 
sion. 

The processional cross, veiled with purple, 
in any convenient place. 

The pulpit must be uncovered , and also the 
ministers bench (chair), no hangings of any 
color being allowed on either of them on Good 
Friday. 

In the sacristy the black vestments should be 
laid out in the usual order, a chasuble for the 
celebrant/ two folded chasubles for the deacon 
and sub-deacon, three maniples, two stoles, 
three albs, amices, and cinctures. 

Besides these, three other albs, amices, and 
cinctures, and the same number of black man- 



* A strip of purple merino will do. 
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iples and stoles, and three missals, for the 
deacons who are to sing the Passion. 

A chafing-pan with fire and tongs, two cen- 
sers and incense-boats, together with the 
candles and torches for the procession. 

HOLY SATURDAY. 

The altar is to be dressed in white and 
adorned as for a solemn festival. 

A white antependium on the altar and a 
white canopy on the tabernacle, with purple 
ones over them, which are to be removed 
before Mass begins. 

The cross should be in place in the centre 
of the altar, and the gilt or brass candlesticks 
and candelabra, furnished with white candles, 
can be ready for the sacristan or acolytes, to 
set on the altar when the purple is removed, 
together with the flowers,* reliquaries, and 
other ornaments. 

On the Gospel side of the sanctuary, the 
Paschal candlestick, with the candle lying 
across it, all prepared for lighting, apd having 
in it five holes in the form of a cross for the 
grains of incense. Also a stand for the triple 
candle. 

If there be a pulpit the Exult et will be sung 

* Artificial flowers will serve very well, reserving the 
natural ones for Easter. 
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in it, and therefore it must have a white cush- 
ion or drapery, but where there is none a lec- 
tern with white hanging should be set out on 
the Gospel side. On the Epistle side there 
should be an uncovered lectern for the Prophe- 
cies. The sanctuary and other lamps, ready to 
light, may be at hand. 

IN THE SACRISTY. 

A purple cope and stole, an alb, amice, and 
cincture for the celebrant should be laid ready 
to put on ; together with two folded chasubles 
of the same color, two maniples, and a stole, two 
albs, amices, and cinctures for the ministers. 

Close at hand, if not under the same, may 
be laid the usual white vestments for the 
celebrant, deacon, and subdeacon; the holy- 
water pot and sprinkle ; the censer, with in- 
cense-boat, a plate with five large grains of 
incense, the candlesticks with white candles for 
the acolytes, and the processional cross. 

The baptismal font should be thoroughly 
cleaned and scoured. Any water that is in it 
ought to be emptied into the piscina. A table 
is to be placed beside or near it, covered with 
a linen cloth which need not hang over the 
sides more than a quarter of a yard or so. On 
it are placed a ewer of water and a basin, a towel 
on a plate, a slice of bread (cut moderately 
thin, without any crust, and divided into small 
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squares), with some slices of lemon on a plate ; 
some clean white cotton also on a plate, the 
empty holy-water pot, and the sprinkle. 

The vessels containing the oil of the cate- 
chumens and the sacred chrism are likewise to 
be on the table, but the clergymen generally 
attend to them. If it is the custom to dis- 
tribute to the faithful the water blessed on 
this day, one or more barrels should be pre- 
pared for it, by covering them with white cot- 
ton cloth, and trimming them with smilax, 
myrtle, or ivy, twined in long wreaths and fas- 
tened around the top and middle of the barrels 
with pins. 

A dipper and tunnel will be found useful in 
filling up bottles which are brought by parties 
wishing the water. 

In the porch — or, if it be too small (as is often 
the case), in the next best place — there should 
be a table covered with white linen in the man- 
ner described for the one at the baptismal font, 
on which will be laid a white dalmatic, stole, 
and maniple for the deacon , a purple maniple 
for the sub-deacon ; a missal, and a plate con- 
taining a small candle with matches to light it. 

Near the table a chafing-pan with dry pieces 
of wood, which will be easily lighted from a 
flint, and beside it tongs with which to put the 
new fire into the censer . also the triple candle 
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on its rod, decorated with flowers or vines at 
the part where the stock of the candle connects 
with the rod. 



EASTER SUNDAY. 

The altar should be richly and profusely 
adorned with flowers, lights, and ornaments. 

The candlesticks and candelabra filled with 
white candles, a white antependium on the 
altar, a white canopy on the tabernacle, and 
a white hanging on the lectern. 

The credence, prepared in the customary 
manner, having on it the necessary articles for 
High Mass; and in the sacristy the vestments 
of white or gold, with albs, amices, and cinc- 
tures, for the celebrant and assistants, placed in 
readiness, together with the censer and incense- 
boat. 

The acolytes* candles may be trimmed with 
myrtle or smilax. 

Conspicuous among the decorations should 
be the calla or Easter lily. 

Perhaps the following description of an altar 
adorned for the festival may furnish a few sug- 
gestions: 

“ The altar was a revelation of beauty, even 
to those accustomed to seeing it in festive 
attire. The pure white marble reflected the 
gleam of countless lights, and formed an ad- 
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mirable background for the rare and beautiful 
flowers which were arranged upon it in every 
conceivable shape and form. Rich tropical 
plants blossomed in niche and corner, and high 
above all stately lilies reared their heads pro- 
claiming the ‘ Resurrection/ The side altars 
were profusely decorated, and in every avail- 
able place in the sanctuary gilded stands were 
seen bearing elegant baskets of fragrant 
flowers.” 
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FOR CHURCHES WHERE THERE IS BUT ONE PRIEST. 

In accordance with the Small Ritual of Benedict XIII., S.M. 
ASH WEDNESDAY. 

ON THE ALTAR. 

The cross, and candlesticks with candles, but 
no flowers. 

The purple antependium and missal on its 
stand. 

A vessel containing the blessed ashes, with 
a cover the same as the vessel, or else having 
a purple veil spread over it, and placed between 
the missal and the Epistle side. 
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ON THE CREDENCE, NEAR THE ALTAR. 

A chalice with a purple veil. 

A purple chasuble and maniple. 

The holy-water pot and sprinkle. 

The censer and incense-boat. 

A plate with crumbs of bread, and a basin 
and pitcher of water to wash the priest’s hands 
after distributing the ashes. 

A towel, and a plate containing the cruets, 
with wine and water, and another small towel 
to wipe the fingers. 

IN THE SACRISTY. 

Three surplices for the acolytes. 

The alb, amice, cincture, and purple stole 
and cope. 

A chafing-dish, with fire and tongs. 

PALM SUNDAY. 

ON THE ALTAR. 

The purple antependium. 

Six candlesticks and candles, with branches 
of palm between. 

The missal on its stand, and the altar-cards. 

ON THE CREDENCE. 

The chalice, with its ornaments* of purple 
for Mass. 

* By ornaments are meant the chalice-veil and burse. 
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The chasuble and maniple, of purple. 

A basin, with pitcher of water and a towel. 

The censer and incense-boat. 

The cruets, containing wine and water, and 
a finger-towel. 

Copies of the ceremonial for what is to be 
recited. 

ON THE FLOOR OF THE SANCTUARY AT THE EPISTLE 
SIDE.' 

A table, covered with a white linen cloth, 
and on it the palms to be blessed. 

The processional cross, covered with a pur- 
ple veil. 

IN THE SACRISTY. 

The alb, amice, cincture, and purple cope 
and stole for the celebrant. 

Three surplices for the acolytes. 

A chafing-dish, with fire and tongs. 

The holy-water pot and sprinkle. 

Things to be prepared for the Tenebrae 
offices are the same as those in churches where 
there are three or more priests, which will be 
found under that head, page 143. 

MAUNDY (OR HOLY) THURSDAY. 

The altar is adorned as for a solemn festival, 
the front veil (antependium) being white. 
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The cross between the candlesticks is to be 
covered with a veil of white. 

The missal to be placed on a white cushion 
or book-stand. 



ON THE CREDENCE. 

The chalice for Mass, with white ornaments. 
Another chalice, with a pall, paten, white veil, 
and a white silk ribbon. 

A pyx, with small particles to be consecrated 
for the communion of the people. 

A small plate, with the wine and water 
cruets, a towel for wiping the fingers, and a 
wooden clapper. 

The processional cross, covered with a pur- 
ple veil. 

A censer, with incense-boat. 

A white veil for the priest’s shoulders. 

The communion-cloth. 

The canopy for the procession. 

IN THE SACRISTY. 

Surplices for the clerks. 

The alb, amice, cincture, maniple, stole, and 
chasuble, all of white. 

A white cope and stole. 

A chafing-pan, with fire. 

Candles for the procession. 

The repository to be arranged similar to direc- 
tions and suggestions given on page 145. 
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GOOD FRIDAY. 

The altar is to be altogether bare, having on 
it six plain candlesticks with unbleached can- 
dles, not lighted. 

A crucifix, covered with a black veil put on 
in such a manner as to be easily removed. (See 
page 139.) 

A black cushion on the second step of the 
altar. 

ON THE CREDENCE. 

A linen cloth covering the table without 
hanging down. 

An altar-cloth folded, and large enough to 
cover the altar without hanging down. 

A black burse, containing a. corporal, pall, 
and purificator. 

A book-stand with a missal. 

The censer, with box containing incense. 

A black veil for the chalice, to be used at the 
end of the office. 

A little plate with the cruets and finger- 
towel. 

NEAR THE TABLE. 

A carpet and cushion of purple, and a white 
veil adorned with golden and purple silk fringe. 

The processional cross covered with a purple 
veil. 

The wooden clanoer- 
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AT THE REPOSITORY. 

Three surplices for the acolytes. 

The amice, alb, cincture, black maniple, stole, 
and chasuble. 

A chafing-dish with fire and tongs. 

HOLY SATURDAY. 

OUTSIDE THE DOOR OF THE CHURCH. 

A table covered with a white cloth, and on 
it : 

A small book-stand and missal. 

The censer with the box containing incense. 

The holy-water pot and sprinkle. 

A plate with five grains of incense. 

A white maniple, stole, and dalmatic. 

A lantern with a candle and flint. 

Also, near the table, a chafing-dish — with 
coals or wood to be lighted for the new fire — 
and tongs. 

A long ornamented rod with the triple can- 
dle fastened on the top. This has but one 
common stock from which three candles rise. 

AT THE HIGH-ALTAR. 

The altar is to have on the candlesticks and 
cross, as for a solemn festival. 

Its front is to be covered with two antepen- 
diums, a white one under another of purple. 
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A stand on the Gospel side in which to fix 
the rod with the triple candle. 

On the same side a lectern for the Exultet, 
with white hangings. 

The Paschal candle, on a large candlestick, 
the wick of which should be so prepared as to 
light easily, and five holes in the form of a 
cross to be made in it for the grains of incense. 

The lamps of the church prepared at proper 
and convenient places. 

ON THE CREDENCE. 

The white linen covering. 

A missal for the Exultet and for Mass. 

The chalice covered with a white burse and 
veil. 

The cruets with wine and water, and a small 
linen towel. 



IN THE SACRISTY. 

The amice, alb, cincture, with purple stole 
and cope, also a purple maniple, stole, and 
chasuble. 

A white maniple, stole, and chasuble. 

A white veil. 

Four surplices for the acolytes. 

Candles to accompany the ciborium when 
the priest brings it back to the altar. 
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AT THE BAPTISMAL FONT. 

A table covered with white linen hanging but 
a little over the top. 

Two towels. 

The holy- water pot and sprinkle. 

Vessels to fill with water from the font. 

The vessels containing the oil of the cate- 
chumens and holy chrism. 

A pitcher of water with basin for washing 
the hands, and a few slices of bread without 
crust, on a small plate, with some slices of 
lemon, for the same purpose. 

Some clean cotton on a plate for wiping the 
fingers. 

If baptism is to be administered, add like- 
wise: 

The Roman Ritual. 

A small plate with salt. 

A white stole and cope. 

A towel to wipe the head of the baptized 
person. 

Another piece of linen for the white gar 
ment. 

A candle to be lighted, 
xx 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Jfistibals. 



CHRISTMAS. 




all the festivals in the year Christ- 
mas is the one on which Catholics 
take pride in adorning their altars 
and churches in the most elaborate 



manner, to do honor to the “ new-born King.” 
The first of December is none too soon to 



engage the evergreens for trimmings, and, about 
two weeks before Christmas, the ladies of the 
Society should meet in the sacristy, or an ad- 
joining room, each afternoon or evening, to tie 
the wreaths, a great many yards of which are 
necessary to make even a moderate display. 

It is customary for the sanctuary boys to as- 
sist in the work — stripping the boughs and 
keeping the ladies supplied with sprays of the 
requisite size for making the wreaths. This 
facilitates the work to a great degree. 

When the wreaths and garlands are all fin- 
ished, the services of two or more men will 



Digitized by Google 




Festivals. 163 

be required in getting them put up through- 
out the church, on walls, pillars, etc.* 

The manner of trimming a church with green- 
ery is so well known that a description would 
be superfluous, though it may not be amiss to 
state that ornamented shields and banneretsf 
are nowadays employed in Christmas decora- 
tions, as well as the old-time illuminated texts. 

The altar is to be prepared and adorned as 
for any great festival with flowers and innumer- 
able lights. A white canopy on the tabernacle 
and a white antependium on the altar-front ; 
while rich vestments of the same color, and ac- 
cording to the number of the clergy, may be 
laid in readiness in the usual place. 

The candles of the acolytes should be 
wreathed with greens, and the lectern hung 
with white. 



* Several hammers, together with wire, twine, nails, and 
everything necessary, should be at hand, so there need be 
no delay in getting the trimmings up in good season, as it 
makes so much confusion when done at the last moment, 
and in haste. 

fFor information regarding them, as also for wreaths , 
floral devices , and other decorations, see chapter on Church 
Decorations, page 180. Where parties cannot make the 
wreaths for want of time or material they can procure them 
ready made in all the larger cities, where a great variety is 
to be found each year for Christmas decorations. In some 
churches the young people of the congregation unite in ty- 
ing wreaths, thus relieving the Altar Society of much labor. 
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An ablution cup and an extra purificator will 
be provided for each priest for the midnight 
and other Masses. They may be placed on 
the credence, which is to be prepared in the 
accustomed manner. 

Where the Divine Office is sung before and 
after the midnight Mass, the following articles 
should be in readiness: For Matins (before 

Mass), a lectern with a book open at the lesson. 
On the credence a white or gold cope and the 
acolytes' candles. Seats in the usual places 
for the cantors, and near them the white copes 
they will put on at the ninth lesson. For the 
Lauds, the white or gold cope for the celebrant, 
placed on the credence during Mass. The lec- 
tern with white hangings, on the Epistle side 
(out of the way), and the reed with tapers and 
extinguishers, also the censer and incense-boat. 

The crowning glory of Christmas decorations 
is a handsome crib, generally placed near the 
altar, or in a side-chapel. 

This beautiful devotion was instituted by St. 
Francis of Assisi in 1223, and has continued 
with undiminished fervor in many localities o 
Europe down to the present time. In this 
country, when seen at all, the crib has, until 
recently, been a miniature affair, chiefly in- 
tended to interest and instruct children in the 
wonderful mystery of the Incarnation. 
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But the crib* of to-day is something quite 
different, being a beautiful and life-like repre- 
sentation of the stable of Bethlehem, showing 
the crib containing the divine Infant, with His 
Virgin Mother and St. Joseph bending over 
Him ; while grouped around are the shepherds 
— crooks in hands — the three kings, kneeling 
in adoration before the manger, the angel who 
brought the glad tidings, and, high above all f 
the Christmas star is shining. 

The whole thing is artistically arranged, and 
calculated to charm the eye as well as to excite 
devotion in the hearts of both old and young. 

FEAST OF THE PURIFICATION. 

The altar should be prepared as usual, having 
on altar-cloths, ruffle, six candlesticks with wax- 
candles, and the crucifix in the middle ; a white 
antependium in front, with a purple one over 
it. 

A small table covered with linen must be 
placed near the altar on the Epistle side, and on 
it the candles to be blessed, covered over with 
a white linen cloth. 

On the credence, the cruets, holy-water pot 
and sprinkle, chalice, ewer with water, basin 
and towel, plate with crumbs of bread, stole for 
the deacon, and books for the procession. 

# See catalogue of church goods. 
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A white humeral veil to be spread over the 
credence, and outside of it a purple one, which, 
like the purple antependium, will be removed 
before Mass begins. 

A white canopy can likewise be on the tab- 
ernacle under one of purple. 

The processional cross in its customary place, 
together with the censer, incense-boat, and a 
chafing-dish, with fire gjid tongs. 

On the celebrant’s seat a white chasuble, 
stole, and maniple. On the deacon’s, a white 
dalmatic, stole, and maniple, and on that of the 
subdeacon a white dalmatic and maniple. 

If, however, the Mass should not be of the 
Blessed Virgin, but of Septuagesima or Sexa- 
gesima, the vestments will be of purple instead 
of white. 

In the sacristy the vestments worn at the 
blessing of the candles will be in readiness, 
viz., a purple cope, stole, cincture, alb, and 
amice for the celebrant ; a folded chasuble and 
stole of purple, with cincture, alb, and amice, 
for the deacon ; and a folded chasuble of the 
same color, with cincture, alb, and amice, for the 
subdeacon. 

Some of the blessed candles should be re- 
served in the sacristy to be distributed after- 
wards to those who are unable to be present 
at the ceremony, but are desirous of obtaining 
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one or more of them. Many persons bring 
candles with the understanding that they are 
to receive a certain number back when blessed. 
Those having them in charge should therefore 
mark such packages when brought, so that 
there maybe no mistake in regard to the matter. 

It should be borne in mind that the candles 
to be blessed should be of pure wax, and not 
of sperm or paraffine. 

In churches where there are not sacred min- 
isters, the vestments for the deacon and sub- 
deacon, together with the humeral veil, need 
not be prepared. 

Unless the Mass should happen to be of Sep- 
tuagesima or Sexagesima, the sacristan will 
(while the procession is in progress) remove 
the purple antependium from the altar, the 
canopy from the tabernacle, the cover of the 
same color from the minister’s bench, placing 
green on it instead, and the purple veil from 
the credence. 

He should also take away the table on which 
the candles were placed for the blessing; and 
if there are flowers, previously prepared, set 
them in place between the candlesticks on the 
altar. 

Where there are but few candles to be 
blessed, they can be laid on the altar instead 
of being put on a table. 
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THE VIGIL OF PENTECOST. 

On the vigil of Pentecost baptismal water is 
usually blessed in churches where they have 
fonts, for which the following preparation must 
be made : 

The altar is to have a purple antependium, 
and a purple canopy on the tabernacle, over 
red ones, besides the other things necessary 
for the Mass, such as candlesticks, altar-cards, 
etc. 

An uncovered lectern and Book for the 
Prophecies may be placed in the middle of the 
sanctuary, and the seat of the sacred ministers 
covered with purple over green. 

On the credence, the usual articles for Mass, 
together with the Paschal candle, a purple 
cope for the benediction of the font, and a 
red burse, over which must be spread first a 
red and over that again a purple humeral veil. 

In the sacristy, the vestments for the open- 
ing ceremonies, viz., purple chasuble, stole, 
and maniple, alb, amice, and cincture for the 
celebrant ; purple folded chasuble, stole, mani- 
ple, alb, amice, and cincture for the deacon ; 
purple folded chasuble and maniple, alb, 
amice, and cincture for the subdeacon. In 
another place a complete set of red vest- 
ments for the Mass, as also the acolytes* can- 
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dies, censer, and incense-boat. When, towards 
the close of the Litanies, the celebrant and 
his assistants withdraw to vest for Mass, the 
purple antependium and canopy can be re- 
moved from the altar, the flowers placed there- 
on, and the candles lighted. 

CORPUS CHRISTI. 

If the procession should take place after 
Mass, besides the usual things necessary for 
High Mass, the following will be required : 

On the credence, a white cope for the cele- 
brant, the monstrance covered with a white 
veil, the Host in its crescent, and the Proces - 
sionale Romanum, together with candles for 
distribution. 

On the altar, which should be otherwise 
handsomely decorated, twelve candles of pure 
wax, a white antependium, and a canopy of 
the same color on the tabernacle. There must, 
however, be no relics or images of saints on the 
altar. 

If there be an Exposition, a clean corporal 
will be spread on the throne above the taber- 
nacle, and a white stole will be needed for the 
priest who is to expose the Blessed Sacrament. 

In the sacristy, rich white vestments will be 
laid for the celebrant and assistants, the aco- 
lytes' candles, two censers and incense-boats, 
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six or eight torches, the large and small can- 
opy, the processional cross, and, if the proces- 
sion passes out of the church, four lanterns 
containing candles. 

In churches where it is the custom to strew 
flowers before the Blessed Sacrament, these 
also may be left in the sacristy, arranged in 
suitable baskets. If. however, the procession 
should occur after Vespers, the following prep- 
arations will be made : 

The altar will be decorated as for any Solemn 
Vespers, the antependium and tabernacle veil 
(canopy) being white ; the flowers and lights 
tastefully arranged, twelve of the latter being 
candles of pure wax; a corporal, monstrance, 
and the key of the tabernacle. 

On the credence a white humeral veil, and 
missal containing the prayers of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

In the sacristy a white cope, stole, alb, 
amice, and cincture for the officiant ; a dalmatic, 
stole, alb, amice, and cincture for the deacon ; 
a dalmatic, alb, amice, and cincture for the 
subdeacon ; with the customary vestments for 
such other priests as may participate. Also 
the processional cross, the acolytes' candles, 
the large and small processional canopies, one 
or two censers, with boats, and four lanterns 
with candles. 
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Wliere the procession is in the open air, the 
streets or way through which it is to pass 
should, if possible, be decorated in a becoming 
manner. If of sufficient length, small altars 
may be erected at certain distances, and 
adorned with lights and flowers, but no cross. 

Benediction is not given but once or twice 
during the procession. 

The corporal is generally carried in a burse 
by a clerk. 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY. 

The altar will be appropriately adorned, 
having ornaments — antependium, veil of taber- 
nacle, etc. — of white or gold. 

Vestments of the same color prepared as 
usual, together with the other articles neces- 
sary for the service. 

ALL SOULS’ DAY. 

The church will be draped in mourning 
(where it is customary), and a catafalque 
erected in the middle aisle, surrounded with 
candles of unbleached wax. 

The altar plainly dressed, and without black 
drapery, that is, if it be the altar of the Blessed 
Sacrament ; if not , it may be hung in black also. 

Black vestments will be in readiness according 
to the number of clergy, and everything pre- 
pared as for a requiem Mass. (See pag* CT2.) 
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FEAST OF THE PATRON SAINT. 

The altar is to be dressed and adorned in the 
manner usual for High Mass, the color being 
that of the office. 

In the sacristy, vestments, etc., are to be in 
readiness according to the number of clergy 
assisting at the service. 

FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF THE 
CHURCH. 

The same preparations will be made as for 
the feast of the patron saint ; and should either 
of the feasts occur in Passion week, the crosses 
and images in the church should remain cov- 
ered, in which case the altars will be only par- 
tially adorned. 

Lights are to be burned before the consecra- 
tion crosses on the walls, during the sacred 
offices, on the anniversary of the church dedi- 
cation.* 



OTHER FESTIVALS. 

On festivals not specially referred to here, 
such as the Immaculate Conception, Epiphany, 
Annunciation, Assumption, etc, the prepara- 
tions necessary for their proper observance are 

* It would likewise be appropriate on both the above 
feasts to have the church, as well as the altar, decorated in 
a tasteful manner. 
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very nearly the same in each case as for those 
given. 

Preparations for lesser feasts differ from 
these mainly in regard to the color of vestments 
etc., to be worn. 

Below are the colors assigned to different 
days : 

White, on the festivals of the Blessed Trin- 
ity, Our Lord, and also on all feasts of our 
Blessed Lady, and of the Saints, martyrs ex- 
cepted. 

Red, on Pentecost, Invention of the Cross, 
and feasts of the Apostles and Martyrs. 

Purple, in Advent, Lent, Ember-days, and 
Vigils. 

Green, on Sundays when there is no special 
feast occurring. 

Black, on Good Friday, and for Masses for 
the Dead. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Utontfr of Pag. 

HE beautiful custom of decorating 
the shrine of Our Blessed Lady in 
an especial manner during the 
month dedicated to her honor, 
dates back to early Catholic times, when her 
devoted children of every age and condition 
brought offerings to lay at her feet while they 
implored her help and intercession. 

Where the shrine of the Blessed Virgin is also 
an altar, Mass is said there on week-days dur- 
ing May, as well as the other services appro- 
priate to the month, which take place morning 
and evening. The altar will, therefore, have 
to be prepared each day (Sunday excepted) 
for a Low Mass, according to instructions for 
side altars on page 99. 

In addition, flowers, plants, and lights can 
be arranged on the altar in such a manner as 
to leave the table clear until Mass is over, 
when they may be tastefully disposed around. 
Among the plants particularly appropriate to 
such shrines is the calla lily, which is typical 
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of purity as well as being of beautiful and 
stately appearance. 

It is not advisable to have a large display of 
common plants on steps or stands each side of 
the altar, nor in front of it. They are often an 
obstruction when the devotions take place, and, 
besides, the atmosphere of most churches is not 
favorable to the growth of plants in general, 
which require light and warmth, otherwise they 
become sickly and faded. 

The draperies and other decorations should 
be of as rich a description as possible, yet in 
good taste. The veil of the statue, in particu- 
lar, should be of a superior quality of lace, as 
from time immemorial only the most exquisite 
laces were deemed worthy to adorn the image 
of the Queen of Heaven. 

“ Of so great value/’ says Beckford, speaking 
on this subject, “ were the laces of their favor- 
ite Madonnas, that in 1787 the Marchioness of 
Cogalhuds, wife of the eldest of the semi-royal 
race of Medina-Coeli, was appointed Mistress 
of the Robes of Our Lady of La Solidad at 
Madrid, an office much coveted by the nobil- 
ity.” 

The crown that is worn on the statue on 
ordinary occasions should be taken off and re- 
placed with a handsome diadem reserved for 
such seasons. 
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It is the custom, in many churches in Eu- 
rope, to have a candle-stand near the shrine, in 
which those disposed can place lighted candles 
as votive offerings. These are capable of hold- 
ing ten or twelve candles. Something similar 
is recommended here, as many of the faithful 
would gladly avail themselves of the privilege 
of making a votive offering of candles to the 
shrine, one of which they could set lighted in 
the stand while their petition went up to the 
Mother of Christ for a favor for themselves or 
for those who were dear to them. These little 
practices are a great incentive to devotion and 
should be encouraged. 

In congregations where there is a sodality of 
the Children of Mary, it is a fitting thing to in- 
vite them to assist in taking charge of the 
shrine during the month ; and where they are 
qualified to assume the entire care of it, that 
would be still more appropriate. 

Every day the flowers and plants will require 
fresh water, the former being replaced, when 
withered, with others. The candles will also 
need replenishing daily, and the dried leaves 
that have accumulated on the altar brushed off, 
and any drippings of wax from the candles 
cleaned away. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Jloto to ©rgani^ an ^Itar Sodetg; in- 
gttfytr foitjj $£ules anir §l«gnIations 
tjrtrefor. 

GOOD plan for organizing an Altar 
Society in a new parish is for those 
interested in the matter to have a 
notice read from the altar inviting 
the ladies of the congregation to meet in the 
church after High Mass or Vespers, for the pur- 
pose of forming such a society. 

When assembled, the meeting might be 
called to order by the pastor, or some one 
authorized by him, who, after explaining the 
object and benefits of such a society, would 
propose for office, the names of candidates 
selected with a view to requisite qualifications. 

The following rules— few in number, but 
practical in spirit — adapted from one of the 
most successful societies in the United States, 
may be of some assistance in . perfecting the 
prganization, 

. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS OF ST.* *S 

ALTAR SOCIETY. 

The society to have four officers — a presi- 
dent, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer. 

The duties of the president are to preside at 
the meetings of the society, and have a general 
supervision over everything connected with 
the sanctuary, seeing that each member con- 
scientiously performs the duties assigned her, 
and that any work given out by the society is 
likewise done in a satisfactory manner. 

She should also endeavor, by example as 
well as by precept, to inspire her associates 
with an appreciation of the importance of 
carrying out the rubrics, even in the smallest 
detail, for which purpose it will be necessary 
to thoroughly inform herself regarding them. 

The vice-president to act in the absence of 
the president. 

The secretary will take charge of the books 
of the society, recording the names of members 
and keeping a strict account of all money 
received as dues or contributions, and from 
whom ; together with that paid out, and to 
whom, for necessary expenses — a detailed 
statement of which will be prepared and read 
at each annual or semiannual meeting. 

* A4d name of patron saint. 
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She will also write announcements of meet- 
ing, and notices for monthly Masses for living 
and dead members of the society. 

The treasurer shall have charge of the funds 
of the society, paying therefrom all bills pre 
sented — after they have been audited by the 
president. 

The first Sunday of each month a meeting 
will take place, at which time such members 
as were on duty the month previous will 
retire in favor of those appointed to take their 
places during the coming month, — two or three 
members serving in this capacity together, who 
will be expected to leave everything in a good 
condition when their term of office expires. 

An annual election of officers will occur on 
the first Sunday in January, the candidates to 
be put in by vote of the society. 

Any person may become a member of the 
society by paying a yearly due of one dollar, 
or a monthly due of ten cents, the members 
being divided into two classes — active and 
honorary — sharing equally in the benefits of 
monthly Masses said for the society ; the active 
members being entitled, in addition, to a re- 
quiem Mass at death. 

Members of the society are also expected 
to attend the funerals of deceased members, 
whether active or honorary. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Cfyurcjj §M0ratx0na. 

HE beauty of church decorations 
depends entirely on their appropri- 
ateness. Considerable taste and a 
good deal of common-sense must 
therefore be exercised both in the design and 
execution thereof, remembering that a twofold 
object is to be attained, viz., beautifying the 
house of God, and at the same time conveying 
to the minds of the people, by sign, symbol, 
and coloring, the sentiments that animate our 
holy Church in thus celebrating her festivals 
with pomp and ceremony, in which lights, 
flowers, garlands, and hangings play an impor- 
tant part. 

So much has already been said in these 
pages regarding the ornamentation of the altar, 
that further reference to it is unnecessary, save 
to remind the reader that tawdry, meaningless, 
or profane devices should never be placed 
thereon (or indeed allowed anywhere within 
the church). A simple bouquet of flowers, a 
plant, or a bough of green is far more beautiful 
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and in keeping with the rubrics than many of 
the floral designs (horseshoes, etc.), that from 
time to time desecrate our sanctuaries. 

WREATHS, FLORAL DEVICES, ETC. 

Cedar, laurel, holly, palm, ground-pine, and 
box are all used in making wreaths. Where 
it can be obtained, cedar is certainly the best 
for the purpose, retaining its color and fresh- 
ness longer than almost any other greenery, 
and being mpre easily worked into shape. 
Ground-pine comes next in excellence, making 
a very graceful and airy garland. 

The usual method of forming wreaths is to 
tie sprigs of evergreen on rope, selecting those 
of uniform size and thickness, and with stems 
long enough to admit of being securely fastened 
on, otherwise they will be liable to fall apart 
when the wreaths are hung in place. Some 
prefer wire (such as florists use) for fastening 
the greens on the rope, but twine* is much 
better, especially if drawn tightly to prevent 
slipping. Where bunches of holly or other 
berries are added to the wreaths, when finished 
wire will then be found useful in holding them 
in place. It is important that the wreaths be 
tied as nearly alike as possible, at least such of 

* Unglazed twine is the best, but if the glazed be used it 
might be first dipped into water. 
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them as will be hung together in the decora* 
tions, as any perceptible unevenness will mar the 
general effect. 

For this reason each person might tie enough 
for a certain place, using a whole piece of rope, 
if necessary, instead of cutting it in shorter 
lengths, as many find it convenient to do. 

The rope on which these wreaths are made 
can be stretched across the room and fastened 
each side by means of hooks attached to the 
wall (or, if preferred, one end only of the rope 
may be secured). This holds it firm for the 
worker; but most people adhere to the old way 
of resting it on their knees as they tie, letting 
the ends hang down each side, thus enabling 
them to sit in one place,* instead of moving 
constantly along, as the former method obliges 
them to do. 

Each worker could keep a small boy or girl 
employed in supplying her with sprays of the 
evergreen f ready for putting on. This greatly 
facilitates the work. Each person should also 
be provided with scissors hanging from her 
belt, and gloves might be worn to protect the 
hands from contact with the twine and rough 
boughs. 

* A low seat is recommended. 

f Bare branches or those which are discolored should not 
be used in making wreaths or in any of the decorations. 
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Wreaths to be used on the altar snould be 
made, on twine, of delicate sprays of green, so 
as to resemble foliage. The wreaths as they 
are finished should be put in a cool place until 
wanted, as they will wither if left in a warm 
room. 



FLORAL DEVICES 

can now be obtained at the florists’ at quite 
moderate prices, though they are not at all diffi- 
cult to make if one has wire forms on which to 
construct them. These forms must be filled 
with wet moss (such as is found in profusion at 
the roots of maple-trees) held in place with 
cord crossed over it ; and the flowers, after being 
wired on splints of wood * to lengthen and sup- 
port the stems, are stuck into the moss accord- 
ing to any arrangement desired. 

Baskets and pyramids of flowers can be done 
in the same manner, and a monogram or motto 
added, leaving a stripe of plain color through 
the centre as a ground for it, the letters being 
put in with small flowers (such as carnations) 
— white on a scarlet ground, or red on one of 
lavender. For fine lettering, purple, white, or 
yellow immortelles are generally used. 

Window-slopes can be decorated by having 

* These can be found at the florists’, where wire forms 
may also be procured. 
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light wooden or wire frames made to fit them. 
These are to be filled also with moss, on which 
a background of flowers of neutral tint may be 
filled in, and an appropriate motto in large 
richly colored letters worked into it. Aground 
of fine green is likewise effective in bringing 
such mottoes into bold relief, and still another 
method is to put a layer of black earth or sand 
into the frames, scattering over it grains of 
wheat. If placed in the cellar or some other 
dark place the wheat will come up beautifully 
in two or three weeks and serve to decorate any 
part of the church as well as the windows. 

It is particularly appropriate for the reposi- 
tory on Holy Thursday, or to adorn the altar 
on Easter. 

In Italy the wheat when grown is put on 
little ornamental plates or saucers, and a broad 
ribbon tied around the roots to hold them to- 
gether. It might, however, be put in small 
baskets, and the edges trimmed with smilax, or 
it could be grown in ornamental jars that 
would do to set on the altar. If exposed to 
the light a day or two before using it changes 
from white to a lovely green. 

The tin-foil in which floral forms are encased 
will generally prevent the moisture from damp 
moss injuring anything with which it may 
come in contact ; but for precaution it is well 
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to have pads of blotting-paper* to use if nec- 
essary, or water-proof mats of various sizes 
might be made by putting thin sheet-rubber 
between either white or tinted paper. 

Baptismal fonts may be beautifully trimmed 
with ferns, smilax, and flowers. Nothing, how- 
ever, should be put inside of the font, as it 
would be a violation of the spirit of the rubric 
to use it as a flower-vase.f 

Wooden crosses four or five feet high, cov- 
ered with evergreens interspersed with flowers, 
itfake a fine decoration for a side wall or niche. 
A wreath of flowers (made on a barrel-hoop) 
hung over the top or arm of such a cross is a 
great addition. Smaller crosses made entirely 
of ferns fill certain spaces very acceptably. In 
fact, ferns are used in every manner of decora- 
tion nowadays. Boughs and branches of pine 
can also be used to good advantage, especially 
in trimming large edifices, where a good display 
of greens is required. They may be crossed 
and nailed over doors, on pillars and columns ; 
and in festooning wreaths in any part of the 
church a cluster of these tasselly branches at 
each place where the garlands are looped up 
gives an exceedingly graceful finish. 

* The layers of thick soft paper that come in boxes of 
candles are excellent for this purpose. 

f It is contrary to the artistic law, as well, to put decora- 
tions where they do not properly belong. 



Digitized by v^»ooQle 




1 86 Church Decorations . 

Where flowers are scarce, bunches of wheat 
and scarlet berries are a very good substitute, 
worked in among the greens. If the berries 
are difficult to obtain, artificial ones can be 
made in this way: Take three parts common 
resin and one part yellow beeswax ;* melt to- 
gether in a tin or earthen cup, putting in a 
little powdered vermilion or carmine to color 
it. Have ready pieces of green-wound wire, 
five or six inches long, on one end of which a 
small wad of cotton has been twisted ; dip these 
into the hot mixture, holding each one a mo- 
ment after taking out until cool enough to lay 
down, or else stick them, point downward, into 
a dish of sand to cool. These berries, placed 
at intervals among the evergreens, look really 
better than the natural ones. 

An arch covered with evergreens and sur- 
mounted with a cross might be placed over the 
chancel gates on high festivals. The cross 
could be of flowers or gas-jets, f and the arch 
should bear an appropriate inscription. If 
sprays of myrtle or smilax \ be allowed to de- 
pend here and there from the arch, it will be 
the more graceful. 

* Resin will answer very well without the beeswax. 

f Tin sockets for candles can be placed at even distances 
apart on the top of the arch, where more convenient than 
gas-jets. 

X Artificial smilax can be bought by the yard. 
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Mottoes formed of gas-jets are often seen in 
Christmas decorations, as is also the star of 
Bethlehem, which is too familiar a feature to 
require mention. They should not, however, 
come in contact with the trimmings, lest the 
latter might wither or take fire. 

TEXTS. 

A prominent feature in the decoration of 
churches is texts or mottoes placed under win- 
dows, over doors and arches, and around the 
gallery. There are, of course, many different 
kinds of texts, any of which is easily made, 
however. 

One of these consists of illuminated letters 
on white cloth or paper with a border of ever- 
greens round it, the letters being done in oil or 
water-colors (having been first drawn with a 
pencil), care being taken to shade them prop- 
erly, so they will stand out well. It is a good 
idea to have an alphabet of large plain letters 
cut out of cardboard to use as patterns, which 
if colored after different styles of illumination 
will serve still better. 

Another way is to have a foundation of 
heavy unbleached cotton cloth on which letters 
formed of sprigs of evergreen may be sewed. 
This, if bordered with green, is very effective, 
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the soft tinted ground bringing out the text in 
fine relief. 

It is well to have initial letters of a different 
color from the others in the texts, as well as a 
little larger and more ornamental.* 

Where a dark ground is desired a piece of 
boarding of suitable size may be prepared 
with strips of tape (or cloth) running slanting- 
wise across it about three inches apart. Under 
these tapes place the stems of sprigs of green 
of uniform size, tacking each one down, row 
after row, until the whole of the board is cov- 
ered. Illuminated letters can then be fastened 
on with pins. A rich style of lettering for such 
a ground can be made by sewing straw of the 
kind of which hats are made on letters of paste- 
board, beginning at the outer edge and work- 
ing toward the centre, thus securing the raised 
appearance desirable. If properly done they 
yt\l\ look equal to gold embroidery. The straw 
can be procured by the yard at the milliner’s. 

Gold paper f may be used in covering let- 
ters, but should be shaded with red or some 
other color harmonizing with the ground on 
which they are to be placed.:): As a variety, 

* Ferns make a beautiful border for such texts. 

f Embossed, not plain, paper should be used. 

X Harmony should always be considered in the arrange- 
ment of color. 
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letters cut from sheet cork may be mentioned. 
They show to good advantage on a red or blue 
ground, resembling wood carving. Gold and 
silver artificial leaves also make beautiful let- 
ters for texts or banners. 

White letters — showing plainly at a distance 
— are made by spreading a layer of thick 
warm paste over a pasteboard foundation and 
sprinkling it plentifully with rice, letting the 
grains fall as closely together as possible, al- 
though the rougher the surface the better, the 
intention being to represent carved ivory. 

Backgrounds for texts are often made by 
putting a thin sizing of paste or gum-arabic on 
heavy white paper, and while wet dusting ground 
isinglass over it. This, with richly illuminated 
letters, is very effective in some places. 

There are many other fanciful methods of 
making texts, but they involve a much greater 
amount of labor than the result compensates 
for. 

Texts suitable for different festivals are too 
well known to require specifying, but a few are 
subjoined as suggestions : 

Christmas . — “ Et Verbum caro factum est.” 
“ This day is born a Saviour, who is Christ the 
Lord.” “ Gloria in Excelsis Deo.” “ Behold, 
X bring you glad tidings of great joy.” “ An 4 
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they found Him in a manger.” “ Lo, the Son 
of God has come.” 

Palm Sunday . — “ Hosanna to the Son of 
David.” “ Blessed is He that cometh,” etc. 

Easter. — “ Ecce Agnus Dei.” “ I am the 
Resurrection and the Life.” “ Christ is risen 
from the dead.” “ Alleluia.” “ He is risen. 
He is not here.” 

Whitsunday . — “ See the Paraclete descend- 
ing.” “ But the Paraclete, the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in My name — He 
will teach you all things.” 

Corpus Christi. — “ Ecce Panis Angelorum.” 
“ This is the Bread that came down from 
heaven.” “ He that eateth this Bread shall 
live forever.” 

Annunciation. — “The angel of the Lord de- 
clared unto Mary.” “ Behold the handmaid of 
the Lord.” “ Hail full of grace, the Lord is 
with thee.” 

Immaculate Conception . — “ Regina sine labe 
concepta.” 

Feast of Dedication . — “ This is the House 
which the Lord hath made.” 

First Communion. — “Feed my Lambs.” 
w Suffer little children to come unto Me.” 

Confirmation . — “ Confirm, O Lord, what Thou 
hast wrought.” “ Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly 
Dove.” 
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SHIELDS AND BANNERETS 

are much used in church decorations, the latter 
being hung on the walls and pillars, while the 
former are employed with good effect in fes- 
tooning greenery. By placing a shield where 
the wreathing is looped up, it helps to hold it 
secure, besides serving as an ornament. 

These shields may be of thin board or of 
heavy pasteboard, covered with either gold or 
colored paper (or with both) put smoothly on. 
This makes a good ground on which to display 
floral designs, which can be fastened to the 
shield with fine wire passed through holes* 
made for the purpose, and secured on the back. 

Where something richer is desired the shield 
may be covered with velvet, plush, satin, or 
even cotton-flannel, of colors in strong contrast 
to the devices which they are intended to dis- 
play. 

For a variety, bouquets of flpwers or clusters 
of callas can be put on some of the shields, in- 
stead of having set designs, such as stars, 
crosses, etc., on them all. 

Bannerets can be made of silk, satin, plush, 
gold cloth, or felt, of different colors, and 
bordered with gold galloon or with evergreens, 

* Holes can be made in the shields after they are covered. 
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according to taste ; a border of ferns or other 
greens doing very well on felt cloth or cotton- 
flannel, but scarcely suitable for silk or satin. 

They should be about twenty-four inches 
long and sixteen wide, having inscribed on one 
side (only) a motto or monogram appropriate 
to the festival for which they are intended, to- 
gether with an emblem or picture.* 

Bannerets may be lined with cambric and 
tacked on a pole or curtain-stick, and hung in 
place with wire. No matter how simple their 
construction, if in good taste, these bannerets 
add greatly to the beauty of the decorations, 
while if more handsomely made with gold trim- 
ming, cords, tassels, etc., the effect is increased. 
A few emblems that would serve for bannerets 
and shields are here given, together with the 
corresponding flowers : 

Christmas . — Emblem, five-pointed star, called 
the star of Bethlehem ; flower, holly. 

Circumcision of our Lord . — Flower, lauresti- 
nus. 

* Colored lithographs, suitable for different occasions, 
can be found ready for putting on bannerets. It would be 
proper to have the episcopal arms of the diocese embla- 
zoned on one banner, the Papal arms on another, while a 
third one might be decorated with the picture or emblem of 
the patron saint of the church. These banrerets, however, 
should be more richly made, to distinguish them ffon^ the 
9ther§. 
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Epiphany . — Flower, Star of Bethlehem. 

Easter . — Emblem, Latin cross; flower, white 
lily (calla lily). These flowers, if arranged in 
the form of a cross and used in decorations, 
have a double signification. 

Ascension-day . — Emblem, Latin cross; flow- 
er, lily of the valley. 

Whitsunday . — Emblem, descending Dove ; 
flower, columbine. 

Trinity Sunday. — Emblem, triangle ; flowers, 
Trinity lily (Japanese), herb Trinity, also called 
pansy ; common white trefoil. 

Corpus Christi. — Emblem, the pelican ; flow- 
ers, grapes and wheat. 

Holy Cross Day — Emblem, Latin cross ; flow- 
er, blue passion flower.* 

*The passion flower is thus described by a Catholic 
writer : “ The leaves represent the spear which pierced our 
Saviour’s side; the tendrils, the cord which bound His 
hands, or the stripes with which He was scourged: the ten 
petals, the ten apostles who deserted Him; the pillar in the 
centre of the flower, the cross; the stamens, the hammers; 
the styles, the nails; the inner circle about the central pillar, 
the crown of thorns; the radius round it, the nimbus oi 
glory. The white in the flower is an emblem of purity ; 
the blue, a type of heaven.” 

It keeps open three days, and then dies, denoting the 
death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord. 

* 13 
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FEASTS OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

Immaculate Conception — Flower, Arbor vitae. 
Candlemas Day — “ Snowdrop. 

Annunciation (Lady Day) — “ Marigold. 

Visitation of the B. V. M. — “ White lily.* 
Assumption of the B.V.M. — “ Virgin’s bower. 
Nativity of the B. V. M. — “ Bryony, Our 

Lady’s seal. 

FEASTS OF THE SAINTS. 

All Saints' Day . — Flowers, sweet bay, dark- 
red sunflower. 

St. Peter . — Emblem, two keys — one of gold, 
the other of silver — symbolic of the power con- 
ferred on him by Christ ; flower, yellow cocks- 
comb. 

St. Matthew. — Emblem, a book ; flower, cil- 
iated passion flower. 

St. Mark . — Emblem, a lion ; flower, Clari- 
mond tulip. 

St. Luke. — Emblem, a calf or young ox ; 
flower, floccose agaric. 



* The white lily is everywhere recognized as the Blessed 
Virgin’s flower, being typical of her purity, although many 
other flowers were in ancient times dedicated to her, the 
marigold especially, which derived its name, so says a writer, 
“ from the fact of its being in bloom on all festivals bald in 
honor of the Blessed Virgin.” 
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CROSSES IN DECORATIONS. 

Of the various forms of crosses, those most 
used in the Church for ornamental purposes 
are the Latin, Greek, and Maltese, the former 
being also the episcopal cross, and, as such, 
worn by a bishop. 

Many of the others, however, are appropriate 
for certain feasts and seasons. For instance, the 
Tau Cross (also called the Anticipatory Cross) 
symbolizes the coming of our Saviour, and is 
used in Advent ; while the Greek Cross, as typi- 
cal of His ministry, may be used in Lent. The 
Cross of Calvary, which is of the Latin form 
on an elevation of three steps (representing 
the three Christian virtues, Faith, Hope, and 
Charity), is proper for Easter (as well as the 
plain Latin Cross). 

The Triple Cross, having three horizontal 
bars, is the Pope’s cross, and can be used when 
occasion requires, as also the Cross Patriarchal 
(having two similar bars), which is the arch- 
bishop’s cross. 

The Cross of Iona, or Celtic Cross,* is appro- 
priate for St. Patrick’s Day, as is also the one 
called St. Patrick’s Cross. 



* A Celtic cross of straw-work on a green shield makes a 
beautiful decoration for the saint’s anniversary. 
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The Cross of St. George to be used on St. 
George’s Day. 

Of all the crosses the Monogram Cross* is 
the most ornamental. 

“ It is formed of the two first letters (X and p) 
with which the name of Christ is spelt in Greek. 
Although called a cross, it partakes more of the 
character of a monogram. It is sometimes 
called the Cross of Constantine, because that 
emperor employed it as a device on his shield 
and upon his coins. It is found frequently 
upon the sepulchres in the Catacombs of Rome. 
It was a symbol much used by the early 
Christians (this monogram was very often used 
in writing the name of Christ), and is even found 
in English documents as late as the year 1493.” 

This cross is a beautiful device for a ban- 
neret or shield. 

There are, besides, a great number of other 
crosses that have nc important signification or 
special appropriateness, save in heraldry, such 
as the Cross of Jerusalem, St. Anthony’s Cross, 
St Andrew’s Cross, Cross crosslet, Cross patee> 
etc. 



*Also called the Cross of Constantine. 
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Book by Father Lasance. Thin 
edition with Epistles and Gospels, 
Im. leather, limp, red edges, $1.50: 
gold edges, 11.85; Am. seal, limp, gold 
edges, $3.50. 

MANUAL OF THE HOLY EUCHAR- 
IST. Lasance. Imitation leather. 
Bmp, red edges, $1.35; Am. seal, 
Bmp, gold edges, $3.00. 

MANUAL OF THE HOLY NAME, 
$0.75. 

MANUAL OF THE SACRED HEART, 
NEW, $1.00. 

MANUAL OF ST. ANTHONY, net, 
$0.90. 

MARLE COROLLA. Poems. Hill, 
CP. net , $1.75. 

MARY, HELP OF CHRISTIANS. 
Hammer, O.F.M., net, 93.5a 

MASS DEVOTIONS AND READINGS 
ON THE MASS. Lasance. Im. 
leather, limp, red edges, $1.35; Am. 
seal. Bmp, gold edges, $3.00. 

MEANS OF GRACE. Brennan, net, 

MEDTTATIONS FORALLTHEDAYS 
OF THE YEAR. Hamon, S.S. j 
vds., net, $8.75. 

MEDITATIONS FOR EVERY DAY 
IN THE MONTH. Nepveu, SJ. 

MEDITATIONS FOR EVERY DAY 
IN THE YEAR. Baxter, S.J. net, 

MEDITATIONS FOR EVERY DAY 
IN THE YEAR ON THE LIFE OF 
OUR LORD. Vercruysse, S.J. a 
vols. net, 84.5a 

MEDITATIONS FOR MONTHLY 
RETREATS. Semple, S.J. net, 

MEDITATIONS FOR THE USE 
OF THE SECULAR CLERGY. 
Chaignon, S.J. 3 vols. net, $7.00. 

MEDITATIONS ON THE LIFE 
THE TEACHING AND THE 
PASSION OF JESUS CHRIST. 
Ilg-Clarkb. 3 vols. net, 85.0a 

MEDITATIONS ON THE MYSTER- 
IES OF OUR HOLY FAITH. 
Barraud, S.J. 3 vols., net, 84*50. 

MEDITATIONS ON THE PASSION 
OF OUR LORD, net, 8a8s- 

MEDITATIONS ON THE SUFFER- 
INGS OF JESUS CHRIST. Per- 
ikaldo. net, 81.35. 

MISSION-BOOK OF THE REDEMP- 
TORIST FATHERS. 80.90. 



MISSION BOOK FOR THE MAR- 
RIED. Gzrardxy, C.SS.R. 80.90. 

MISSION BOOK FOR THE SINGLE. 
Girardey, C.SS.R. 8a 9a 

MISSION REMEMBRANCE OF THE 
RED EMPTORIST FATHERS. 

Gedermann. C.SSJt. Saoa 

MOMENTS BEFORE THETABER- 
NACLE. Russell, S.J. net, 80.6a 

MORE SHORT SPIRITUAL READ- 
INGS FOR MARY’S CHILDREN. 
Cecilia, net, 81.35. 

MOST BELOVED WOMAN, THE. 
Garssche, S.J. net, 81.5a 

MY PRAYER-BOOK. Happiness in 
Goodness. Reflections, Counsels, 
Prayers, and Devotions. By Rev. 
F. X. Lasance. i6mo. Seal grain 
doth, stiff covers, red edges, 81.5a 
Im. leather, limp, red edges, 81.90; 
gold edges, 82.25. Real leather. Bmp, 
gold edges, 83.25. 

NEW MISSAL FOR EVERY DAY. 
Lasance. Im. leather. Bmp, red 
edges. 82.50; gold edges, 82.75; A"»- 
seal, Bmp, gold edges, 83-75- 

NEW TESTAMENT, iamo edition. 
Luge type. Cloth, net, 81.75; 32mo 
edition. Flexible cloth, net , 80.45.; 
Stiff doth, net, 80.80; Amer. seal, 
gold edges, net, 81.35. 

NEW TESTAMENT AND CATHO- 
LIC PRAYER-BOOK COMBINED. 
net, 80.85. 

OFFICE OF HOLY WEEK, COM- 
PLETE. Latin and EngBsh. Cut 
flush, net, 80.40; silk doth, net, 80.55; 
Am. seal, red edges, net, 81.35; Am. 
seal, gold edges, net, 81.50. 

OUR FAVORITE DEVOTIONS. 
Lings, net, 81.00. 

OUR FAVORITE NOVENAS. Lings. 
net, 81.00. 

OUTLINE MEDITATIONS. Cecilia. 
net, 81.75* 

PARADISE ON EARTH OPENED 
TO ALL. Natale, S. J. net, 8a75. 

PATHS PF GOODNESS, THE. Ga- 
resche, SJ. net, 81.50. 

POCKET PRAYER-BOOK. Cloth. 
net, 80.25. 

POLICEMEN’S AND FIREMEN’S 
COMPANION. McGrath. 8035. 

PRAYER-BOOK FOR RELIGIOUS 
Lasance. i6mo. Imitation leather. 
Bmp, red edges, net, 82.00; Am. seal. 
Bmp, gold edgis^ net, 83.0a 

PRAYERS FOR OUR DEAD. Mc- 
Grath. Cloth, 8035; fan. leather 
8a75. 
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PRISONER OF LOVE. Prayer-Book 
by Father Lasance. Im. leather, 
bmp, red edges. $1.90; gold edges, 
$2.25; Am. seal, limp, gold edges, 

PRIVATE RETREAT FOR RELIG- 
IOUS. Gexervann, CSS JL net. 



REFLECTIONS FOR REUGIOUS. 
Lasance. Im. leather, limp, red edges, 
net, $2.00; Am. seal, bmp, gold edges, 
net, $3.00. 

REJOICE IN THE LORD. Prayer- 
Book by Father Lasance. Im. 
leather, Bmp, red edges, $2.00; gold 
edges, $2.50; Am. seal, limp, gold 
$ 3 . 50 - 

ROSARY, THE CROWN OF MARY. 

Dominican Father. x6mo, paper 

RULESOF LIFE FOR THE PASTOR 
OF SOULS. Slaxsr-Rauch. net, 
$1.50. 

SACRED HEART BOOK. Prayer- 
Book by Father Lasance. Im. 
leather, bmp. red edges, $1.25; Am. 
seal, limp, gold ed ges, % 2 joo. 

SACRED HEART STUDIED IN THE 
SACRED SCRIPTURES. Sain- 
train. net, $1.25. 

SACRIFICE OF THE MASS WORTH- 
ILY CELEBRATED. Chaiqnon, 
SJ. *4,82.75- 

SECRET OF SANCTITY. Crasset, 
SJ. net, (1.25. 

SERAPHIC GUIDE, THE. $x.a s* 

SHORT MEDITATIONS FOR EVERY 
DAY. Lasaussb. net, $1.25. 

SHORT VISITS TO THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT. Lasance. net.to.as. 

SODAUSTS VADE MECUM, net, 

|o,go, 

SOLDIERS' AND SAILORS' COM- 
PANION. McGrath. Vest-pocket 
shape, silk cloth or $ojx. 

SOUVENIR OF THE NOVITIATE. 
Taylor, net, $0.85. 

SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE THE, AND 
THE LIFE OF SACRIFICE IN 
THE RELIGIOUS STATE. Gxraud. 
net, $3.00. 

SPIRITUAL CONSIDERATIONS. 
Buckler, O.P. net, 81.25. 

SPIRITUAL DESPONDENCY AND 
TEMPTATIONS. Michel, SJ. net, 

SPOILING THE DIVINE FEAST. 
dr Zulukta, SJ. Paper, *8ao8; 

STORIES FOR FIRST COMMUNI- 
CANTS. Kbmb. net, fo.6a 



SUNDAY MISSAL, THE. Lasance. 
Im. leather, limp, red edges. $1.90; 
gold edges, $2.25; Am. seal, limp, 
gold edges, 83-25* 

THING§ IMMORTAL, THE. Ga- 
resche, S J. net, 81.5a 

THOUGHTS ON THE RELIGIOUS 
LIFE. Lasance. Im. leather, bmp, 
red edges, net, 82.00; Am. seal, bmp, 
gold edges, net, 83 0a 

THOUGHTS AND AFFECTIONS ON 
THE PASSION OF JESUS CHRIST 
FOR EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR. 
Bergamo, net, 83-25. 

TRUE SPOUSE OF CHRIST. Liguorl 
net, 8i.75* 

VENERATION OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN. Rohner-Brennan. net, 
81-25- 

VIGIL HOUR, THE. Ryan, SJ. 
Paper, *8axa. 

VISITS TO JESUS IN THE TABER- 
NACLE. Lasance. Im. leather, Bma 
red edges, 82.00; Am. seal, bmp, gold 
edges, 83.5a 

VISITS TO THE MOST HOLY SAC- 
RAMENT. Liguorl *4,80.90. 

WAY OF THE CROSS. Paper, *8008. 

WAY OF THE CROSS. THE. 
Very large-type edition. Method of Sx. 
Aiphonsus Liguorl *8as5. 

WAY OF THE CROSS. Eucharistic 
m ethod. *80125. 

WAY OF THE CROSS. By a Jesuit 
Father. *8a2 5 . 

WAY OF THE CROSS. Method of Sx. 
Francis or Assbl *8a25. 

WAY OF THE CROSS. Method of St. 
Alph onsus Liguorl *8a25. 

WITH CHRIST, MY FRIEND; [SlqaH. 
net, 8 1.25. 

WITH GOD. Prayer-Book by Father 
Lasance. Im. leather, bmp, red edges, 
82.00; gold edges. 82.50; Am. seal, 
bmp, gold edges, 83.5a 

YOUNG MAN’S GUIDE, THE. 
Prayer-Book by Father Lasance. 
Seal grain doth, stiff covers, led edges, 
81.5a Im. leather, bmp. red edges, 
81.90; gold edges, 82.25. Real leather, 
limp, gold edges, %&*$. 

YOUR INTERESTS ETERNAL. 
GareschE, S.J. net, 81.5a 

YOUR NEIGHBOR AND YOU. Ga- 
RXSarf.SJ. *4,8l^a 

YOUR OWN HEART. GarischI, S J. 
net, 81.5a 

YOUR SOUL’S SALVATION. 
Gar wit, SJ. net, 81.50. 
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m. THEOLOGY, LITURGY, HOLY SCRIPTURE, PHILOSOPHY, 
SCIENCE, CANON LAW 



ALTAR PRAYERS. Edftxn A: Eng- 
lish and Latin, net, $1.75. Edition 5: 
Gcnnan-Engmh -Latin, net, $3.00. 
AMERICAN PRIEST7THE. Schmidt. 



nd.lx.5a 

BAPTISMAL RITUAL, xamo. net 

BEN^DICENDA. Schulte, net, $3.75. 
BURIAL RITUAL. Cloth, net, $1.50; 
sheepskin, net, $2.50; black morocco, 



Schulte. nd, S3.75. 
Cloth, net, $1.50; 



CASES OF CONSCIENCE. Sum, 
SJ. 2 vols. art, S6.00. 

CHRIST’S TEACfflNG CONCERN- 



MARRIAGE RITUAL. Goth, gilt 
edges, net, $1.50; sheepskin, gilt 
edges, net, $3.50; real morocco, gilt 

M^^’GEOF^&ES AND MODERN 
HIGHER CRITICISM. door. 
Paper, net, Wo. 15. 

MORAL PRINCIPLES AND MED- 
ICAL PRACTICE. Coppens, SJ. 

OUTtlkSs OF DOGMATIC THEOL- 



INGJDIVORCE. Gigot. net . n2 . 7s . Gioot. net, W2.75. 

CLERGYMAN’S HANDB06 k OF OUTLINES OF NEW TESTAMENT 



LAW. Scanlon, net, $3.35. 
COMBINATION RECORD 
SMALL PARISHES, net, £ 
COMMENTARY ON THE P 
Beset, net, $3.5* 
COMPENDIUM JURIS CA 
AD USUM CLERl ET SEh 



2K. HISTORY. Gigot. net, U3.75. 

RD FOR PASTORAL THEOLOGY. Stang. net, 

^I^SALMS. PENAL LEGISLATION IN THE NEW 
CODE OF CANON LAW. Ayeinhac, 
CANONId S.S. net, $3.00. 

ET SEMINAR!- PHILOSOPmA MORALI, DE. Russo, 



MORALE DE. Russo, 



COMPENDIUM JURIS REGULAR- McHugh. O.P. net, *0.60. 

IUM. Bachoten. net, Ito-w. PRAXIS SYNODALIS. Manuale ! 
COMPENDIUM SACR£ LmJRGLE. nodi Diocesans ac ProvinciaUs G 



Wapelhosst, O.F.M. net, 5l3<oa 



brands, net, $1.00. 



T wax. ato, haMmor. net, $6.50. RITUALE COMPENDIOSUM. Cloth, 
G ENER AL INTROD U CTION TO THE net, <i.3$j seal, net,% 3.0a 

STUDY OF THE HOLY SCRIP- SANCTUARY BOYS’ ILLUSTRATED 



TURES. Gigot. nd. ig4.0a ^ 

GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO THE Jfi.oa 
STUDY OF THE HOLY SCRIP- SHORT HISTORY OF MORAL THE- 
TURES. Abridged editioa Gigot. OLOGY. Slater, SJ. net, <0. 75. 
net, W375. SPECIAL INTRODUCTION TO THE 

HOUf BIBLE, THE. Large type, handy STUDY OF THE OLD TESTA- 

size. Goth, $3.35. MENT. Gigot. Part L net, 1 $ 2 - 7 S 

JESUS LIVING IN THE PRIEST. Part H, net, Ua.35. 

Millet, S.T.-Byrne. nd.l3.35. SPIRAG&S MEmOD OF CHRIS 
MANUAL OF HOMIIJraCS AND TIAN DOCTRINE. Messmer. net. 



MANUAL. 
Ifi-oa 



McCallen, S.S. 



CATECHETICS. Schuech-Lueber- 
mann. net, gs. 35 - 

MANUAL OF MORAL THEOLOGY. 



rEX^HJAL CONCORDANCE OF THE 
HOLY SCRIPTURES. WnxiAiis. 



Slater, SJ. 2 vols. net, $ 8 .oa n et , $5.75. 

MARRIAGE LEGISLATION IN THE WHAT CATHOLICS HAVE DONE 
NEW CODE. Ayunhac, S.S. net, FOR SCIENCE. Brennan, net, 

$>- 50 . 



♦1.50. 
IV. SERMONS 



CHRISTIAN MYSTERIES. Bono- HOMILIES ON THE EPISTLES AND 
JSS&S8 GOSPELS. Bqnomeixi-Btone. 4 vols^ 
EIGHT-MINUTE SERMONS. De- nd, $9-oa 

homilies 'on* txIe^oommon of master’s word, the, in the 

SAINTS. Bonoiolu Byxkx. jtoU., EPISTLES AND GOSPELS. FMaw. 
net, 14.5a 2 voU., net, $4-oa 
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OUTLINES 

YOUNG 



OF SERMONS FOR 
MEN AND YOUNG 



WOMEN. Schuen-Wirth . net, $3.50. 
POPULAR SERMONS ON THE CAT- 
ECHISM. Bamberg-Thurston, SJ. 
3 vols., net, $8.50. 

PULPIT SKETCHES. Lambert, net, 

SERMONS. Canon Sheehan, net, 

SERMONS FOR CHILDREN’S 
MASSES. FRABsmrra-LiNGS. net, 

SERMONS FOR THE SUNDAYS 
AND CHIEF FESTIVALS OF THE 
ECCLESIASTICAL YEAR. Pott- 
gebser, SJ. 2 vols., net. $5.00. 
SERMONS ON OUR BLESSED LADY. 
Flynn, net, < 3.50. 

SERMONS ON THE BLESSED SAC- 



RAMENT. Scheurer-Lasance. net, 
$2.50. 

SERMONS ON THE CHIEF CHRIS- 
TIAN VIRTUES. Hunolt-Wirth 

se&ionI* ON THE DUTIES OF 
CHRISTIANS. Hunolt^Wxrth. 

SERMOnI' ON THE FOUR LAST 
THINGS. Hunolt-Wirth. net,% 2.75. 

SERMONS ON THE SEVEN DEADLY 
SINS. Hunolt-Wirth. net, $2.75. 

SERMONS ON THE VIRTUE AND 
THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE. 
Hunolt-Wirth. net, $2.75. 

SERMONS ON THE MASS, THE SAC- 
RAMENTS AND THE SACRA- 
MENT ALS. Flynn, net, $2.75. 

SHORT SERMONS FOR LOW 
MASSES. Schoupfe, S.J. net, $2.25. 



V. HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY, HAGIOLOGY, TRAVEL 



AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF ST. IGNA- 
TIUS LOYOLA. O’Connor, SJ. 

BEGfcfe&kGS OF CHRISTIANITY. 
Shahan. net. Ij.oo. 

CAMILLUS DE LELLIS. By a 
Sister of Mercy. net,% 1.75. 

CHILD’S LIFE OF ST. JOAN OF 
ARC. Mannix. net, $1.50. 

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL SYS- 
TEM IN THE UNITED STATES. 
Burns, C.S.C. net, $2.50. 

HISTORY OF ECONOMICS. Dewe. 
net, $2.00. 

HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. Brueck. a vols., net, 

HE>i§RY OF THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. Businger-Brennan. net, 

Ht^DRY OF THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. Businger-Brennan. 

ms 5 fORY 75 OF THE PROTESTANT 
REFORMATION. Cobbett-Gas- 

dSSM&k MASS. O’Brien. 

HOLtNESS OF THE CHURCH IN 
THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 

UFE I Oi ,S ^r. MARGARET MARY 
ALACOQUE. Illustrated. Bougaud. 

LIFl£ OI^ C 2 IRIST. Businger-Bren- 
nan. Illustrated. Half morocco, gilt 

dS^FC^Ir. Illustrated. Bus- 
INGER-MtJLLETT. net, $3-50. 



LIFE OF CHRIST. Cochem. net, 
$1.25. 

LIFE OF ST. IGNATIUS LOYOLA. 
Genelu, S J. net, $1.25. 

LIFE OF MADEMOISELLE LE 
GRAS, net , $1.25. 

LIFE OF POPE PIUSX. Illustrated. 
net, $3.50. 

LIFE OF SISTER ANNE KATHAR- 
INE EMMERICH. McGowan, 
O.S.A. net, $2.50. 

LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN. 
Rohn er. net, $1.25. 

LITTLE LIVES OF THE SAINTS 
FOR CHILDREN. Berthold. net, 

L&?E PICTORIAL LIVES OF THE 
SAINTS. With 400 illustrations. 
net, $2.00. 

LIVES OF THE SAINTS. Butler. 
net, $1.25. 

LOURDES. Clarke, SJ. net , $1.25. 

MARY THE QUEEN. By a Relig- 
ious. net, $0.75. 

MIDDLE AGES, THE. Shahan. net, 

NAVIES THAT LIVE IN CATHOLIC 
HEARTS. Sadlikr. net, $1.25. 

OUR OWN ST. RITA. Corcoran, 
O.S.A. net, $1.50. 

PATRON SAINTS FOR CATHOLIC 
YOUTH. Mannix. 3 vols. Each, 

PICTORiIl LIVES OF THE SAINTS. 
With nearly 400 illustrations and ovei 
600 pages, net, $5.00. 

POPULAR LIFE OF ST. TERESA. 
L’abbe Joseph, net, $ 1 . 25 . 
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PRINCIPLES ORIGIN AND ES- ST. FRANCIS OF ASSIST Dubois, 
TABLISHMENT OF THE CATH- S.M. net, $1.35. 

OLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM IN THE ST. JOAN OF ARC. Lynch, SJ. Hhi»- 
UNITED STATES. Burns, C.S.C. trated. **<,$2.75. 

net* $2.50. SAINTS AND PLACES. By 

RAMBLES IN CATHOLIC LANDS. John Ayscough. Illustrated, net, 
Barrett, O.S.B. Illustrated. net, I3.00. 

$3.50. SHORT LIVES OF THE SAINTS. 

ROMA. Pagan Subterranean and Mod* Donnelly, net. S0.90. 
era Romem Word and Picture. By STORY OF JESUS SIMPLY TOLD 
Rev. Albert Kuhn, O.S.B., D.D. FOR THE YOUNG, THE. Mul- 
Preface by Cardinal Gibbons. 6x7 Holland, net, $1.00. 
pages. 744 illustrations. 48 full-page STORY OF T±E DIVINE CHILD, 
inserts, 3 plans of Rome in colors. Told for Chil dren. Linos, net, 90.75. 
8Jx 12 immesL Red im. leather, gold STORY OF THE ACTS OF THE 
side. net. $13.00. APOSTLES. Lynch, SJ. Illus* 

ROMAN CURIA AS IT NOW EXISTS. trated. net, $2.75. 

Martin, SJ. na.%2.5 ©. WOMEN OF CATHOLICITY. Sad- 

ST. ANTHONY. Ward, net, $1.35. leer, net, $1.35. 



VL JUVENILES 



FATHER FINN’S BOOKS. 

Each, net. ix.50. 

FACING DANGER. 

HIS LUCKIEST YEAR. A Sequel to 
“Lucky Bob.” 

LUCKY BOB. 

PERCY WYNN; OR, MAKING / 
BOY OF HIM. 

TOM PLAYFAIR; OR, MAKING A 
START. 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT; OR, HOW 
THE PROBLEM WAS SOLVED. 

HARRY DEE; OR, WORKING IT 
OUT. 

ETHELRED PRESTON; OR. THE 
ADVENTURES OF A NEW- 
COMER. 

THE BEST FOOT FORWARD; 
AND OTHER STORIES. 

CUPID OF CAMPION. 

THAT FOOTBALL GAME, AND 
WHAT CAME OF IT. 

THE FAIRY OF THE SNOWS. 

THAT OFFICE BOY. 

HIS FIRST AND LAST APPEAR- 
ANCE. 

MOSTLY BOYS. SHORT STORIES. 

FATHER SPALDING’S BOOKS. 
Each, net, 81.50 . 

HELD IN THE EVERGLADES. 

AT THE FOOT OF THE SAND- 
HILLS. 

THE CAVE BY THE BEECH 
FORK. 

THE SHERIFF OF THE BEECH 
FORK. 

THE CAMP BY COPPER RIVER. 

THg^RACE FOR COPPER 



THE MARKS OF THE BEAR 
CLAWS. 

THE OLD MILL ON THE WITH- 
ROSE. 

THE SUGAR CAMP AND AFTER. 

U) VENTURE WITH THE APACHES. 

Ferry , net, $0.75. 

ALTHEA. Nirdu ngkr. net,$i. 00. 
AS GOLD IN THE FTONACE. 

Copus, SJ. net, 81.5a 
AS TRUE AS GOLD. Manmxx. net, 

FOOT OF THE SAND- 
HILLS. Spalding, S.J. net, $1.50. 
BELL FOUNDRY. Schachxng, net, 

BErI&EYS, THE. Wight, net, 

BES^^OOT FORWARD, THE. Finn, 
S.J. net, %i.ko, 

BETWEEN FRIENDS. Aumerxs. 
net, lx.oa 

BISTOURL Melandrl net, $0.75. 
BLISSYLVANIA POST-OFFICE. 
f Taggart, net, $0.75. 

BOB O’LINK. Waggaman. net, $0.75. 
BROWNIE AND L Aumeri jL nit, 

$1.00. 

BUNT AND BILL. Mulhoixand. 

BY ^RA^COME RIVER. Taooam. 

CaSpbV COPPER RIVER. Staid- 
ino, S J. net, $i.<o. 

CAPTAIN TED. Waggaman. net, 

CAVE 5 ’ BY THE BEECH FORK. 

Spalding, S ,J. ne t, <1.50. 

CHARLIE CHITTYWICK. Brarnx, 
S J. net, $x.sa 
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CHILDREN OF CUPA. Mannix. net, 

chil&ren OF THE LOG CABIN. 

Delamare. net, $x.oo. 

CLARE LORAINE. "Lee.” net, 
$1.00. 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT. Finn, S J. 
net, $1.50. 

CUPA REVISITED. Mannix. net, 

cufiS OF CAMPION. Finn, S.J. 
net, $1.50. 

DADDY DAN. Waggaman. net, 

DEAR FRIENDS. Niroiinger. net, 
$1.00. 

DIMPLING’S SUCCESS. Mulhol- 
land. net, $0.75. 

ETHELRED PRESTON. Finn, SJ. 
net, $1.50. 

EVEkY-DAY GIRL, AN. Crowley. 

FActNG 7 f)ANGER. Finn, S.J. net, 

FAIRY OF THE SNOWS. Finn, S J. 

FD&IN§ > * OF TONY. Waggaman. 

net , $1.50. m* 

FIVl£ BIRDS IN A NEST. Delamare. 
net, $1.00. 

FIVri O’CLOCK STORIES. By a 
Religious. neL% 1.00. 

FLOWER OF THE FLOCK. Egan. 
net, $1.50. 

FOR THE WHITE ROSE. Hinkson. 
net,% 0.75. 

FREb’S LITTLE DAUGHTER. 
Smith, net, $0.75. 

FREDDY CARR’S ADVENTURES. 

Garrold.SJ. net,% 1.00. 

FREDDY CARR AND HIS FRIENDS. 

Garrold, S.J. net ,$1.00. 

GOLDEN LILY, THE. Hinkson. net, 

GREAT' CAPTAIN, THE. Hinkson. 

HALb^SXN CHILDREN, THE. 
. Mannix. net, $0.75. 

HARMONY FLATS. Whitmire, net, 
$x.oo. 

HARRY DEE. Finn, S.J. net, $1.50. 
HARRY RUSSELL. Copus, S.J. net, 

HEIlToF DREAMS, AN. O’Malley. 

HELb*°lk THE EVERGLADES. 

Spalding, S. J. net, $x .50. 

HIS FIRST AND LAST APPEAR- 
ANCE. Finn. S. J . net, $1.50. 

HIS LUCKIEST YEAR. Finn, S.J. 
net, $1.50. 

HOSTAGE OF WAR, A. Bonesteel. 



HOW THEY WORKED THEIR WAY. 
Egan, net, $x.oo. 

IN QUEST OF ADVENTURE. Man- 
nix. net, $0.75. 

IN "QUEST OF THE GOLDEN 
CHEST. Barton, net, $1.00. 
JACK. By a Religious, H.CJ. net, 

JA^K^LANTERN. Waggaman. 

JACK ffll'DRETH ON THE NILE. 

Taggart. net,$i.oo. 

JUNIOR’S OF ST. BEDE’S. Bryson. 
net, $1.00. 

JUVENILE ROUND TABLE. First 
Series, net, $1.50. 

JUVENILE ROUND TABLE. Second 



Series, net, $1.50. 

KLONDIKE PICNIC, A. Donnelly. 
net, $1.00. 

LEGENDS AND STORIES OF THE 
HOLY CHILD JESUS. Lutz. 4 net, 

LITTLE APOSTLE ON CRUTCHES. 

Delamare. net $0.75. 

LITTLE GIRL FROM BACK EAST. 

Roberts, net, $0.75. 

LITTLE LADY OF THE HALL. 

Ryeman. net, $0.75. 

LITTLE MARSHALLS AT THE 
LAKE. Nixon-Roulet. net, $1.00. 
LITTLE MISSY. Waggaman. net, 

loya£ BLUE AND ROYAL SCAR- 
LET. Taggart, net, $1.50. 
LUCKY BOB. Finn, S.J. net, $1.50. 
MADCAP SET AT ST>ANNE’S. Bru- 
nowe. net, $0.75. 

MAD KNIGHT, THE. Schaching. 

MAmN(j S OF MORILAKE. Copus, 

MA& F^6m NOWHERE. Sadlier. 

m 5 rKS S 0 F THE BEAR CLAWS. 

Spalding, S J. net, $i^o. 

MARY TRACY’S FORTUNE* Sad- 
lier. net, $ 0.75. 

MELOR OF THE SILVER HAND. 

Bearne, S.J. net, $1.50. 

MILLY AVELING. Smith, net, $1.00. 
MIRALD A. Johnson, net, $0.75. 
MORE FIVE O’CLOCK STORIES. 



A. Donnelly. 



MYSTCR^’ OF HORNBY HALL. 

Sadlier. net, $x.oo. 

MYSTERY OF CLEVERLY. Bamton. 

NA& NOBODY. Waggaman. net, 
$ 0 . 75 * 



tet, $1.50. 
Sadlier. 
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NED RIEDER. Wbhs. net , $1.00. 
NEW SCHOLAR AT ST. ANNE’S. 

Brunowe net , $1.00. 

OLD CHARLMONT’S SEED-BED. 
Smith. net , $0.75. 

OLD MILL ON THE WITHROSE. 

Spalding, S.J. net . $1.50. 

ON THE OLD CAMPING GROUND. 



SEVEN LITTLE MARSHALLS. 

Nixon-Roulkt. net , $0.75. 
SHADOWS LIFTED. Copus, SJ. 

SHEfeR’f’LUCK. Beaune, S J. net , 

SHERIFF OF THE BEECH FORK. 
Spalding, S.J. net , $1.50. 



Mannix. * 4, $1.50. - SHIPMATES. Waggaman. net , $1.00. 

OUR LADY’S LUTENIST. Beaune, SUGAR CAMP AND AFTER. Spald- 



S.J. net , $1.50. ing, S J. net , $1.50. 

PANCHO AND PANCHTTA. Man- SUMMER AT WOODVILLE. Sad- 
NDC. net , $0. 75. lieu, n4, $0.75. 

PAULINE ARCHER. Sadlier. net , TALES AND LEGENDS OF THE 
$0.75. MIDDLE AGES, de Capella. net , 

PERCY WYNN. Finn,S.J. net ,% 1.50. _ $1.00. 



MIDDLE AGES, de Capella. net , 
$x.oo. 



PERIL OF DIONYSIO. Mannix. TALISMAN, THE. Sadlier. net , 
PET&Oil&LA. Donnelly. net , TAMING OF POLLY. Dorsey, net . 



PICKLE AND PEPPER. Dorsey. 



FOOTBALL GAME. Finn, S.J. 



PJL&Rm°FROM IRELAND. Car- THAT^OFFICE BOY. Finn, S.J. net , 

PLAVWAT 1 ^ I 4 . 0 T, THE. Wagga- THrI°E LITTLE GIRLS AND ESPE- 
man. net , $1.00. CIALLY ONE. Taggart, net , $0.75. 

POLLY DAY’S ISLAND. Roberts. TOLD IN THE TWILIGHT. Salome. 

POTfew&A. Bdceehhau. net , $1.00. TOM &SELY; BOY. Copos, S.J. 
QUE^-S PAGE, THE. Itaoo.. ^^YFAIR. Finn, SJ. 

Q ^L!*?“ SE * THB - WA8GA - TOM^S LUCK-POT. Waggaman. «, 



QUEST OF MARY SELWYN. Cux- 



~ entia net Si so TOORALLADDY. Walsh. m 4 ,$o. 75. 

RACE FOR COPPER ISLAND. Spald- OF T ^ SSIF ' 



ct | Teo . Waggaman. net , $1.00. 

cilOT TO^MY COLLINS. 



RIMTODALE ^FLOWER SHOW. T j^ ) . s LITTLE GIRLS. Mack, net , 
ROMANCE S QF THE SILVER SHOON. U ^\S R £ N ,o’ S MARY ' C 1 ™™' 



TAIN . Ta ggart, net , $1.00. 



iCANCE OF THE SILVER SHOON. U ^T E ^ R ^? ,S MARY * Clemen_ 
««<, $1.50. UPS AND’ DOWNS OF MARJORIE. 

CUTHBERT’S. Copits, SJ. net , Waggaman. net , $0.75. 

• 5p . VIOLIN MAKER. Smith, net , $0.75. 

fDY JOE. Waggaman. net , WINNETOU, THE APACHE 
•So. KNIGHT. Taggart, net , $1.00. 

-GULL’S ROCK, Sandeau. net , YOUNG COLOR GUARD. Bone- 
>.75. steel, net , $0.75. 



Bearns, S.J. net , $1.50. XJPS / 

ST. CUTHBERT’S. Copus, SJ. net , Wac 

$1^0. VIOLI 

SANDY JOE. Waggaman. net , WINN 

SEA-GULL’S ROCK, Sandeau. net , YOUN 
$0.75. stee 

VH. NOVELS 



ISABEL C. CLARKE’S GREAT NOV- 
ELS. Each, net , $2.25. 

URSULA FINCH. 

THE ELSTONES. 

EUNICE. 

LADY TRENT’S DAUGHTER 
CHILDREN OF EVE. 

THE DEEP HEART. 

WHOSE NAME IS LEGION. 

FINE CLAY. 

PRISONERS’ YEARS. 



THE REST HOUSE. 

ONLY ANNE. 

THE SECRET CITADEL. 

BY THE BLUE RIVER. 

AGATHA’S HARD SAYING. MuL- 
holland. net , $1.65. 

ALBERTA: ADVENTURESS. L’Er- 
mite. 8vo net , $2.25. 

BACK TO THE WORLD. Champol. 
net , $2.25. 
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BARRIER, THE. Bazin, net $1.65. 
BALLADS OF CHILDHOOD. Poems. 

Earls, SJ. xamo. net , $1.50. 
BLACK BROTHERHOOD, THE. 

Garrold. S.J. fMrf, $2.25. 

BOND AND FREE. C 5 onn< 



net , 



$1.00. 

“BUT THY LOVE 
GRACE.” Finn, S. 
BY THE BLUE 



IN THE DAYS OF KING HAL. 

Taggart, net , $1.25. 

IVY HEDGE, THE. Egan. 

KIND HEARTS AND CORONETS. 
[OR. net , Harrison, net , $1.25. 

LADY TRENT’S DAUGHTER. 



caSrouS'dare. 

cmc&s-p 



AND THY 
net , $1.50. 

~ Clarke. 



Clarke. net ,% 2 . 2 <. 

LIGHT OF HIS COUNTENANCE. 



I-RIDER’S 
Brackel. net , $1.25. 
CHILDREN OF EVE. 



Waggaman. net , 
DAUGHTER. 



Hart. 

‘LIKE 

Gray. 



net . $1.00. 
UNTO A 



MERCHANT.” 



net , $2.25. 

LINKED LIVES. Douglas, net , $2.25. 

CARDINAL. Parr, net , 



LITTLE 

Clarke, net , LOVE^OF BROTHERS. Hinkson. net , 

CONNOR D’ARCY’S STRUGGLES. MARCELLA GRACE. Mulholland. 

Bertholds. net , $1.25. ^ $1.25. 

CORINNE’S VOW. Waggaman. net , MARIE OF THE HOUSE D’ANTERS. 

DAUGHTER OF KINGS, A. Hink- MELCHIoi 0 ^’B 0 S%)N. Earls, 

DEEP HEART, ^THE. Clarke, net , MI ^HTY^RIEfe), THE. L’Ermxte. 



$2.25. 
DION AND 



K® 011 - MIRROR S ’OF SHALOTT. 



T THE SIBYLS. 

ELDER lilSS AINSBOROUGH, THE EI&. Francis. 

Taggart, net , $1.25. ud BILLY BUTTONS 

ELSTONES, THE. Clarke. **,$2.25. 

EUNICE. Clarke, net , $2.25. 

FABIOLA. Wiseman, net , $1.00. 

FABIOLA’S SISTERS. Clarke, net , 

FATa£ BEACON, THE. Brackel. 
net . ti . as . 

FAUSTULA. Ayscough. net . $2.25. 

FINE CLAY. Clarke, net , $2.25. 

FORGIVE AND FORGET. Lingen. 
net . $1.25. 

GRAPES OF THORNS. Waggaman. 

HEAOTjJf A MAN. Maher, net , 

HEARTS OF GOLD. Edhor. net , 

HEIRESS OF CRONENSTEIN. 

Hahn-Hahn. net , $1.00. 

HER BLIND 2 FOLLY. Holt, net , 

HEr¥aTHER’S DAUGHTER. Hink- 

HER ' FATHERS SHARE. Power. 

HER * JOURNEY’S END. Cooke. 

IDO^S* *or THE SECRET OF THE 
RUE CHAUSSE D’ANTIN. de 
Navery. net , $1.25. 

IN GOD’S GOOD TIME. Ross, net , 

$1.0 0. 

IN SPITE OF ALL. Stanuorth, net , 

II 



net , $1.25. 
Lecky. net . 



MONK’S PARDON, THE. de Nav- 
ery. net , $1.25. 

MY LADY BEATRICE. Cooke, net , 

NOT A JUDGMENT. Keon. net , 

ONLY 5 ANNE. Clarke, net , $2.25. 

OTHER MISS LISLE. Martin, net , 

OUT°°bF BONDAGE. Holt, net , 

OUTLAW OF CAMARGUE. deLa- 
mothe. net , $1.25. 

PASSING SHADOWS. Yorke. net , 
$1.65. 

PERE MONNIER’S WARD. Lecky. 
net , $1.65. 

PIL^INGTON 



her. net , $1.25. 

YEARS. 



HEIR, THE. Sad- 
Clarke. net , 



PRISONERS’ 

PRODIGAL’S DAUGHTER, THE, 
AND OTHER STORIES. Bugg. 

PROPHET’S WIFE. Browne, net , 

red 2 ^nn OF ST. LYPHAR. Sad- 
uer. net , $1.25. 

REST HOUSE, THE. Clarke, net , 

ROS'e’ oF THE WORLD. Mamw. 
net , $1.2 c. 
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ROUND TABLE OF AMERICAN 
CATHOLIC NOVELISTS. net ,% 1.25. 
ROUND TABLE OF FRENCH CATH- 
OLIC NOVELISTS. net , $1.25. 
ROUND TABLE OF GERMAN 
CATHOLIC NOVELISTS. net , 

ROU?fo TABLE OF IRISH AND 
ENGLISH CATHOLIC NOVEL- 
ISTS. net . $i.a s. 

RUBY CROSS, THE. Wallace, net , 
RULE& OF THE KINGDOM. Keon. 
SECRET CITADEL, THE. Clarke. 
SE^&ET S QF THE GREEN VASE. 



THROUGH THE DESERT. Sien- 
kxewicz. net , $2.25. 

TIDEWAY, THE. Ayscough. net , 
$2.25. 

TRAINING OF SILAS. Devine, net , 

TRUE STORY OF MASTER 
GERAR D. S aduer. net , $1.65. 

TURN OF THE TIDE, THE. Gray. 
net , $1.25. 

UNBIDDEN GUEST, THE. Cooke. 

UNDER THE CEDARS AND THE 
STARS. Canon Sheehan, net , $2.25. 

UP IN ARDMUIRLAND. Barrett, 
O.S.B. net , $x.6s. 



Cooke, net , $i.oa 

SHADOW OF EVERSLEIGH. Lans- 
downe. net , $ 1 . 00 . 

SHIELD OF SILENCE Henry-Rut- 
fin. net ,% 2 . a $. 

SO AS BY FIRE. Con nor, net , $1.2$. 

SON OF SIRO, THE. Copus, S.J. 
net , $2.25. 

STORY OF CECILIA, THE. Hinkson. 
net , $1.65. 

STUORE. Earls, S.J. net , $ 1 . 50 . 

TEMPEST OF THE HEART. Gray. 

TE£fr* 0 $* COURAGE. Ross, net , 
$x.oo. 

THAT MAN’S DAUGHTER. Ross. 

THEIR I,2 &OICE. SmBML net. 



URSULA FINCH. Clarke, net , $2.25. 
VOCATION OF EDWARD CQNWAY- 
THE. Egan, net , $1.65. 
WARGRAVE TRUST, THE. Reid. 

WAR MOTHERS. Poems. Garesch^, 
SJ. net , $0.60. 

WAY THAT LED BEYOND, THE. 

Harrison, net , $1.25. 

WEDDING BELLS OF GLENDA- 
LOUGH, THE. Earls, SJ. net , 

WHEN* LOVE IS STRONG. Keon. 

WHOSENAME IS LEGION. Clarke. 

WO&iN S 0 F FORTUNE, A. Rxm. 
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